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GRACE ABOuN DING 
To the CHIEF of 


S INNER Ss 


N 
: 


| 


| 


| A Faithful Account of the Life and 


Death of [| 


| FOHN BUNLT AN. 
L O R, * 
WA Brief Relation of the exceeding 


| NAMELY, 3 
ö In his taking him out of the Dunghill, 


| Bleſſed Son JESUS CHRIST. 
Here 1s alſo particularly ſhewed, 
What Sight of, and what Trouble he had 


for Sin; and alſo, what various Tempta i- 


ons he hath met with; and how G OD hath 
carried him through them. 


Corrected and much Enlarged by the Author, for the 


Benefit of the Tempted and Dejected Chriftian. 


— 


——_ A —— 


K The Tenth Edition, with his Character. 


come and hear all Je that fear God, and I will de- 
clare what he hath done for my Soul, PC. 66. 16 


LONDON: Printed by A. W. tor 


and Converting of him to the Faith of his| 


Mercy of GOD in Chriſt to him: 


* 


7. Clarke, in Dix x- Lane. 1726. 
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A PREFACE, 


Or, Brief Accouut of the Publiſhing this Work, 
written by the Author thereof, and dedica- 
ted to thoſe whom God hath counted him wor- 
thy ;7 beget to Faith, by bis Miniſtry in the 
Word. | 


everlaſting Welfare, I now once again, as 
before, from the Top of Shenir and Her- 
mon, ſo now from the Lyons Dens, and from 
the Mcuntains of the L-opards, (Song 4. 8.) 
do look yet after you all, greatly longing 
to {ze your ſafe Arrival into the deſired 
Haven. k | 
thank God upon every Remembrance 
of you ; and rejoice, even while I ſtick 
between the Teeth of the Lyons in the 
Wilderneſs, that the Grace, and Mercy, 
and Knowledge of Chriſt our Saviour, 
whichGod hath beſtowed upon you, with 
abundance of Faith and Love; your Hun- 
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DD RE FACE. 
erings and Thirſtings after farther Ac- 
quaintance with the Father, in the Son; 
your Tenderneſs of Heart, your trembling 
at Sin, your ſober and holy Deportment 
alſo, before both Ged and Men, is a great 
Refreſhment to me; for you are my Gl.ry 
and Joy, 1 Theſſ. 2 20. 

I have ſent you here incloſed, a Drop 
of that Honey that Ihave taken out of the 
Carcaſs of a Lyon, Judg. 14. 5, 6, 7,8. I 
have eaten thereof my ſelf, and am much 
refreſhed thereby. (Temptations, when 


we meet them at firſt, are as the Lyon 


that roared upon Sampſon; but if we overs 
come them, the next time we ſee them, we 
ſhall find a Neſt of Honey within them.) 
The Philiftines underſtood me not. It is 
ſomething aRelation of the Work of God 
upon my Soul, even from the very firſt, 
till now, wherein you way perceive my 
Caſtings down, and Riſings up; for he 
woundeth, and hs Hands make whole. 
Ir is written in the Scripture, Ia. 38. 19. 
Ihe Father to the Children ſhall make known the 
Truth of God, Yea, it was for this Reaſon 
I lay ſo long at Sinai, Lev. 4 10, 11. to ſee 
the Fire, and the Cloud, and the Darkneſs 
tibat l might fear the Lord all the Days of my 
Life uponEarth, and tell of kis Wondrous Works 
to my Children, Pſ. 78. 3, 4, 5. Moſes, 
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Acfes, Numb 33 1, 2 writ of the jour: 


'3 neyings of the Children of iſrae!, from 
5 Feypt tothe Land of Canin; and com- 
* manded ailv that they did remember 
at their 40 Years Travel ig the Wilderneis, 
JW 76 halt remember all the Ways which. the 
Jord thy Ged leads thee theſe forty Years in te 
bilder ness, to bamble thee, and to prove thre 
and to know what is in thine Heart, het ber 
thou wonl def? keep bis Commandments, or a. 


Deur. 8. 2, 3. Wherefore this I have en- 
deavoured to do; and not only ſo, but to 
Pubiiſh it alſo + that if God will; orners 
may be put in remembrance of what he 
hath done fortheir Souls, by reading his 
Work upon me. 

It is profitable for Chriſtians to be ofte: 
calling to mird che very Beginnings -of | 
Grace with their Souls 1t is @ Night tobe 
much obſerved to the Lord, for bringing thera 
out from the Land of Evypt. This i that 
Night of the Lord to be «bſerved of all th 
Children of Iſrael, in their Generati n, E,x06.* 
12 42. MyGed, ſaith David, Pf. 42. 6. 
my Soul is caſt down within me; but I will re- 
member thee from tbe Land of Jordan, and of 
the Hermenites, from the Hill Mizar He 
remembred alſo the Lyon and the Bear: 
when he went to fight with the Gyant of {| 
Gath, x Sam 17. 36, 37. A4 It 


TOE'PREFOU#CE. 


It was Paul's accuſtomed manner, As 
22. And that, when tried for his Life, A&s 
24. even to open before his Judges the 
manner of his Converſion: He would 
think of that Day, and that Hour; in 
which he firſt did meet with Grace ; for 
he found it ſupported him. When God 


had broughtthe Children of Iſræel out of 


the Red-Seæ, far into the Wilderneſs, yet 
they muſt turn quite about thicher again! 


to remember the drowning of their Ene- 


mies there, Numb. 14. 25. for tho' they 
—W [wee wer tha ſoon for- 


got his Works, Pſalm 116. 1, 12. 


In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee 


much; much I fav. of the Grace of God 
5 3 


towards me: I thank God, I can count it 


much for it was above my Sins and Sa- 


tan's Temptations too. 1 can remember 
my Fears and Doubts, and ſad Months, 
with Comfort; they are as the Head of 


_Goliahinmy Hand:There was nothing to 


Da vid like Goliab'sSword, even thatSword 


| that ſhould have been ſheath'd in his Bow- 


elsz for the very fight and remembrance of 
that did preach forth God's Dzliverance 
to him- Oh, the remembrance of my 
great Sins, great Temptations, and my 
great Fear of periſhing ſor ever! They 
| bring 


Te PREFACE: 
bring afreſh into my Mind, the Remem- 
brance of my great Help, my great Sup- 
ports from Heaven, and the great Grace 
that God extended to ſuch a wretch asT. 


My dear Children, call to mind the for- 


mer Days, and Years of ancient Times: 
Remember alſo your Songs in the Night, 


and commune with your own Heart, Val. 


73. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, Yea, look dili- 
gently, and leave no Corner therein un- 
ſcarch'd for that Treaſure hid, even the 


Treaſure of your firſt and ſecond Experi- | 


ence of the Grace of God towards you. 
Remember, I {ay, the Word that firſt laid 


hold upon you: Remember your Terrors 
of Conſcience, and Fear of Death and 


Hell: Remember alſo your Tears and 


Prayers to God; yea, how you ſighed un- 
der every Hedge of Merey. Have you * 


never an Hill MAixar to remember? Have 
you forgot the Cloſe the Milk-houſe, the 
S table, the Barn, and the like, where God 


did viſit your Souls? Remember alſo the 
Word, the Word, I ſay, upon which the 
Lord hath cauſed you to hops: It ou 
have ſinned againſt Light, if you are 


tempted to Blaſpheme, if you are drown- 
ed in Deſpair, if you think God fights 
againſt you, or it Heaven is hid from 


A 5 your | 
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Four Eyes; remember it was thus with 
your Father, but out of them all, the Lord 
” delivered me. 
. I could have inlarg'd much in this my 
© Diſcourſe, of my Temptations and 'Trou- 
'  blesforSin, as alſo of the merciful Kind- 
neſs and Working of God with my Soul: 
I could alſo have ſtepp'd into a Stile 
much kigher than this, in which I have 
here diſcourſed, and could have adorn'd 
all things more than here I have ſeem'd to 
do, but I dare not: God did not play in 
rempring of me neither did I play, when 
I ſunk as into a bottomleſs Pit, when the 
Pang, of Hell caught bold upon me; where- 
ſore I may not play in relating of them, 
but be plain and ſimple, and lay down 
the thing as it was: Ne that liketh it, let 
him receive it; and he that doth not, let 
k him produce a better. Farewell, 


My dear Children, 
The Milk and Honey is beyond this Wilderneſs. 
God be merciful to you, and grant that you 
be. not ſlorbful to goin to poſſeſs the Land. 


JOHN BUNYAN, 


| E * cy 28 
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CHIEF of SINNERS: | 
O R, 1 


A bricf Rlatien of the exceeding Merey 
ef God in Chriſt, to his. poor Servant, 


: 


John Bunyan, X : 


N this my Relation of the da 
Working of God upon my Soul, 
will not be amils, if, in the firſt "4 - 
do, in a few. Words, give 304 an 
hint of my Pedigree, and manner of, 

bringing up; that thereby the Goodnels and 

Bounty of God towards me, may be che | 

more advanced and magnified before the [1 

Sons of Men. ' 
2. For my Deſcent then, it, was, 38 is well f 

known b; many, of a low and inconfidera-F, | 

ble Generation; my Fathers Houle being, 
of that Rank that is the meaneſt, and moſt de- I | ; 
iviſed of all rhe Families in the Land. Where 
tore I have not here, as others, to boaſt of 
noble 9 | 
0 


th 


2 Grace abounding 
noble Blood, or of any high born State, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh ; though, all things con- 
ſidered, I magnify the heavenly Majeſty; for 
| tharby this Door he brought me into the 
World, to partake of the Grace and Life 
ST that is in Chriſt by the Goſpel, 


inconſiderableneſs of my Parents, it pleaſed 
God to put it into their Hearts, ro put me 
to School, ro learn me both ro Read and 
Write; the which 1 alſo attained, according 
to the Rate of other poor Men's Children; 
| F tho, ro my Shame I confeſs 1 did ſoon loſe 
that Thad learned, even almoſt utterly, and 
that long before the Lord did work his gra- 


cious Work of Converſion upon my Soul. 
F 4. As ſor my own natural Life, for the 
=: time that 1 was without God in the World, 
tas indeed, according to the Courſe of this 


WW. YVorld, and the Spirit that now workcth in 


| he Children of Diſobedicnce, Eph. 2. 2, 3. 
was my delight to be taken Captive by the 
„devil at his Will, 2 Tim. 2. 26. being filled 
Leith all Unrighteouſneſs: The which did alſo 
o ſtrongly work, and put forth it ſelf, both 
Amy Hearr and Life, and that from a 
hild, that J had but few Equals (eſpecially 
| zonſicering my Years, which were tender, 


I being but few) boch for Curſing, Swearing, Ly- 
ng, and Blaſpheming the holy Name of God. 


7 + ings, that they became as a ſecond Nature 


2 - nels 


Bur notwithſtanding the meanneſs and 


65. Yea, ſo ſettled and rooted was I in theſe 


o me; the which, as I have allo with ſobet- 


”*y 44.5 
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to the Chief of Sinners, 3 
neſs confidered fince, did ſo offend the Lord, 
that even in my Child-hood he did ſcare and 
affrighten me with fearful Dreams, and did ten- 
rify me, with fearful Viſions: For often, after 
I had ſpent this and the other Day in Sin, I |! 
have in my Bed been greatly afflicted, while 
zſleep, with the Apprehenſions of Devils, and 
wicked Spirits, Who ſtill, as I then thought, 
!zboured to draw me away with them, of 
which I could never be rid. 4 

6. Alſo I ſhould, at theſe Years, be greatly i 
aflicted and troubled with the thoughts of 
the fearful Torments of Hell. fire; ſtill fear- 
ing that it would be my Lot to be found at 9 
lait among thoſe Devils and helliſn Feinds, 
who are there bound down with the Chains 
of Bonds and Darkneſs, unto the Judgement: 
of the Great Day. 1 

7 Theſe things, I ſay, when I was but a 
Child, but nine or ten Years Old, did fo di- 
ſtreſs my Soul, that then, in the midſt of my 
many Sports and Childiſh Vaniries; amidſt my 
vain Companions, I wasoften much caſt down 
and afflicted in my Mind therewith, yer could 
not let go my Sins: Yea, I was alſo then ſo 
overcome with deſpair of Life and Heaven, 
that I ſhould often wiſh, either that there 
had been no Hell, or that J had been a Devil? 


- IJ 


+ a4 


I” oor IP 


ſuppoſing they were only Tormentors, that if 
it muſt needs be, that I went thither, I mische 
be rather a Tormentor, than be tormented 
my ſelf, 4% 


_ 


25 race abounding 

ul 8. A while after theſe terrible Dreams did 

| leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; for my 
Pleaſures did quickly cut off the Remembrance 


with more greedineſs, according to the 


| ſtrength of Nature, J did till ler looſe the. 


Reins of my Luft, and delighted in all Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt the Law of God: So that untill 
i" — to the State of Marriage, l was the very 
4 ( Company, in all manner of Vice and Un- 
i godlinels. 
. Fruits of the Fleſh, in this poor Soul of mine, 
that had nor a Miracle of precious Grace pre- 
vented, I had not only periſhed by the Stroke 


Eternal Juſtice, but had a'ſo laid my ſelf 
pen, even to the Stroke of thoſe Laws which 


ring ſome to Diſgrace and open Shame before 


de Face of the World 


- 


* 


Leere very grievous to me; I could neither en- 


14 
* . - 
Fi 
# 
4 
7 1 
: 
: 
[ 
64 
; 


: 


ee as it were a Priſon to me. Then I (aid unto 
$9 30d, Depart from me for I deſire not the Know- 
| þ edge of thy Wrys, Job 21. 14, 15: 1 was now 
[ 101d of all.good Confideration, Heaven and 
7: - Hell were both our of Sight and Mind; and 
aàãs for Saving and Damning, they were leaſt in 


j 
- 
: 
: 


. 
l 
- 
— 
> 
1 


and my ay: were not bid from thee. , 
t. But 
| 2 | mg" 


| f of chem, as if they had never been; Wherefore. 
: 


Ringleader of all the Youth that kept ne. 


9. Yea, ſuch Prevalency had the Luſts and 


10. In theſe Days the thoughts of Religion 
ure it my ſelf, nor that any other ſnould: 


o that when 1 have ſeen tome read in thoſe. 
Zooks that concerned Chriſtian Piety, twoud 


my Thoughts. © Lord thou knoweſt my Life, 


fo the Chief of Sinners. 5 


11. But this I will remember, That tho' I 
could my ſelf fia with the greateſt delight and 
eaſe, and alſo take pleaſure in the Vileneſs of 
my Companions; yet, even then if I had at 
any time ſeen wicked things, by thoſe who pro- 
feſſed Goodneſs, ir would make my Spirittrem- 
ble. As once, above all the reſt, when I was 
in the height of Vanity, yer hearing one to 
ſwear, that was reckoned for à religious Man, 
it had ſo great firoke upon my Spirit, that 
it made my Heart ake. | 
12, Bur God did not utterly leave me, but 


followed me ftill, not with Convictions, but 


Judgments; yet ſuch' as were mixed with 
Mercy. For once I fell into a Creek of the 


Sea and hardly eſcaped drowning. Another 
tine I fell out of a Boat into Bedford River, - 
but Mercy yet preſerved me alive: Beſides 
another time, being in the Field, with one of 


my Companions, it chanced that an Adder paſ- 
ſed over the High-way, ſo I having a Stick in 
my Hand, ſtruck her over the Back; and ha- 
ving ſtunned her, I forced open her Mourh 
with my Stick, and pluck'd the Sting out with 
wy Fingers; by which Act, had nor God been 
merciful unto me, I might, by my Deſperate- 
neſs, have brought my ſelf ro my End. | 

12. This alſo have I taken notice of, with 
Gavin ; when I was a Soldier, I, with o- 
thers, were drawn out to go to ſuch a Place to 
beſiege it, but when I was juſt ready to go, 


one of the Company deſired to go in my room; 


to which, when I had conſented, he took my 


Place, 


* 
_ —— — 2 


Muſquet- bullet, and died. 


they did beget within me ſome Deſires to re- 
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Place; and coming to the Siege, as he ſtood 
Sentinel, he was ſho: into the Head wich a 


14. Here, as I ſaid, were Judgements and 
Mercy, but neither of them did awaken my 
Soul to Righteouſneſs; wherefore I ſinned ſtill, 
and grew more and more Rebellious againft 
God, and careleſs of my own Salvation. 

15. Preſently after this, I changed my Con- 
dition into a married State, and my Mercy was, 
to light upon a Wife, whoſe Father was count- 
ed godly : This Woman and ], tho' we came 
together as poor as poor might be, (not having 
ſo much Houſnoldſtuff as a- Diſh or Spoon be- 
ewixt us both) yer this ſhe had for her Part, 


The Plain-Man's Path-way to Heaven, The | 


Practice of Piety, which her Father had left. 

her when he died. In theſe two Books I ſhould M t 
ſomerimes read with her, wherein Iallo found ! 
ſome things that were ſamewhat pleaſing to! 
me; (but all this while I mer with no Con- © © 


X viction. )She alſo would be often telling of me, IF t! 


what a godly Man her Father was, and how p 
he would reprove and correct Vice, both in Ne. 


tis Houſe, and among his Neighbours ; what a b. 
ſtrict and holy Life he lived in his Days, both th 
in Word and Deed. be 
16. Wherefore theſe Books, with the Rela- 
tion, tho' they did not reach my Heart, to a» MW bi 
- waken it about my ſad and finful State, yet Han 


form my vicious Life, and fall in very eagerly 
with rhe Religion of the Times; ro wit ro go 
| | 10 


0 go 
70 
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to the Chief of Sinner 7 
to Church twice a- day, and that too with the 
ſoremoſt; and there ſhould very devoutly, 
both ſay and ſing, as others did, yet retaining 
my wicked Life; but withal, I was ſo over- 
run with the Spirit of Superſtition, that I ado» 
red, and that with great Devotion, even all 
things (both the High place, Prieſt, Clerk, 
Veſtment, Service, and what elſe) belonging to 
the Church; counting all things holy that 
were therein contained, and eſpecially, the 
Prieſt and Clerk moſt happy, and without 
doubt, greatly bleſſed, becauſe they were the 
Servants, as I then thought, of God, and were 
Principal in the holy Temple, ro do his Work 
therein. 

17. This Conceit grew ſo ſtröng, in little 
time upon my Spirit, that | had but ſeen a 
Pricft (cho never fo ſordid and debauched in 
his Life) I ſhould find my Spirit fall under 
him, reverence him, and knit unto him; yea, I 
thought for the love I did bear unto them (ſup- 
poſing they were the Minifters of God) 1 
could have laid down at their Feet, and have 
been trampled upon by them, their Name, 
their Garb, and Work did fo intoxicate and 
bewitch me. 

18. After I had been thus for ſome confidera- 
ble time, another Thought came intomy Mind; 
and that was, waether we were of the ae - 
lites, or no? For finding in the Scripture that 
they were once the peculiagzBeople of God, 
thought I; if J were one of this Race, my Soul 
zuft needs be happy. Now Ain, I found 

| r 


—— 
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within me a great loi g ng to be refolved about 
this Q eſtion, but could nor tell how I ſhould: 
At laft1 asked my Father of it; who told me; 
No, we were not. Wherefore then I fell in my 
Spirit, as to the hopes of ehar, and fo remuin'd. 
19. But all this while, I was not nfible of. 


the Danger and Evil of Sin; 1 was kept from 


pong that Sin would damn me, what 
Religion foever I followed, unleſs I was found 
in Chrift; Nay, I never thought of him, nor 
whether there was ſuch an one or no. Thus 
Man, while blind, doth wander, but wearieth 
himſelf with Vanity, for he knoweth not the 
Way to the City of God, Eccleſ. 10. 15. 


20. Bur one Day (amonaſt all the Sermons 


- % * 
tur rarion made) his Subject was, to treat of 


rhe Sabbath-day, and of the Evil of breabing 
thar, either with Labour, Sports, or ctherwilc: 


(Now was, notwithſtanding my Religion, one 


that took much delighr in all manner of Vice, 
and eſpecially. that was the Day that I did ſo- 
lace my ſelf therewith) wherefore I fell in my 
Conſcience under his Sermon, thinkin; and 
believing that he made that Sermon on purpoſe 
to ſne w me my evil doing. And at that time I 
felt what Guilt was, tho never before, that I. 
can remember; but then I was, for the pre- 
ſent greatly loaden therewith, and ſo went; 
home, when the Sermon wis} ended, with: 
a great Burtben upon my Spirit. 5 

21. This, for that Inſtant, did benumn che 


Sine us of my beſt: Delights, and did imbitter 
my former Pleaſures to me; but hold, it laſted, 


not, 


4A. 


to the Chief of Sinners. 9 


not, for before I had well dine, the Trouble 
began to go off my Mind, ard my Heart te- 
turned to its old Courſe: Bur ob! how glad 
was I that this Trouble was gene from me, 
and tbat the Fire was put out, that | might fin 
again without controul ! Wherefore, when 1 
had ſatisfied Nature with my Food, I hock the 
Sermon out of my Mind, and ro my oſd Cuſtom 
of Sports and Gaming I returned with great 
delight. . 

22. But the (ame Day, as I was in the midſt 
of a Game of Cat, and having ſtruck it one 
blow from the Hole, juſt as I was about to 
ſtrike it the ſecond time, a Voice did ſuddenly 
dart from Heaven into my Soul, which ſaid, 


Ui „l. rh lese vo +> uw Co. - - - - 2 


— & vas w 445d ano £2 0 j icaven, Or | 


have thy fins and go to Hell? Ar this I was 
put to an excecding Maze; wherefore, leaving 
my Cat upon the Ground, U looked up to Hea- 
ven, and was, as if I bad, with the Eyes of my 
Underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus looking 
down upon me, as being very hotly diſpleaſed 
with me, and as if he did ſeverely threaten me 
with ſome grievous Puniſument for theſe and 
other ungodly Practices. 3 
23. J had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
Mind, but ſuddenly this Concluſion was faſtned 
on my Spirit (for rhe former hint did ſet my 
Sins again before my Face) that I had been a 
great and grievous Sinner, and that it was now 
too late for me to look after Heaven; for Chriſt 
would not fargive me, nor pardon my Tran(- 


greſſions. Thea I fell ro mufing on this alſo; 
and 


— — * 


he — — ——>— — 


| 10 Grace abounding - 
nd whileI was thinking of it, and fearing leaſt MW 
ic ſhould be ſo, I felt my Heart fink in Deſpair, Ml 
concluding it was too late; and therefore I M\ 
reſolved in my Mind to go on in fin: For, M: 
thought I. ifthe Caſe be thus, my State is ſure. M6 

n 

t 


ly miſerable, miſerable if I leave my ſins, and 
but miſerable if I follow them: I can but be 
damned' and if I muſt be ſo, 1 had as good be a 
damned for many fins, as be damned, for few. 
24. Thus I flood in the midſt of my Play, be 
fore all that then were preſent; but yet I told 
them nothing: Bur I ſay, I having made this 
Concluſion, I returned deſperately to my Sport 
again; and I well remember, that, preſently 
this kind of Deſpair did fo pofſeſs my Soul, that 


I was perſwaded, I con'd never attain to other 
Comfort than what I ſhould get in Sin; for 
Heaven was gone already, ſo that on that I 
muſt not think: Wherefore I found within 
me great defire to take my fill of ſin, ſtill ſtu- 

dpying what ſin was yet to be committed, that 

I might taſte the Sweetneſs of it; and I made 

as much haſte as I could to fill my Belly with 
its Delicates, leaſt I ſhould die before I had my 
Deſires; for that I feared greatly. | In theſe 
things, I proteſt before God, I lie not, neither 
do I frame this ſort of Speech, rheſe were re- 
ally, ſtrongly, and with all my Heart, my De- 
fires; The good Lord, whoſe Mercy is un- 

ſearchable, forgive me my Tranſgreſſions. ee 
25. And I am very confidenr. that this Temp=W! 
ration of the Devil is more uſual among poor Wie 

Creatures, than many are aware of, even to 

Wer- 
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to the Chief of Sinners. 11 
over- run the Spirits with a ſcurvy and ſeared 
frame of Heart, and benumming of Conſci- 
ence ; Which Frame he ſtilly and flily ſupplieth 
with ſuch Deſpair, that tho' not much guilt 
airended Souls, yet they continually have a 
ſecret concluſion within them, that there is 
no hopes for them; for they have loved ſins, 
therefore after them they will go, Fer. 2. 25- 
and 18. 12. | 

25, Now therefore I went on in Sin with 
great greedineſs of Mind, till grudging that I 


did ccntinue with me about a Month, or 
more; but one Day, as I was ſtanding at a 
eighbour's Shop-window, and there curſing - 
and (wearing and playing the Mad-man, after 
my wonted Manner, there fate within, the 
Woman of the Houſe, and heard me, who, tho 
e was a very looſe and ungodly Wretch, yer 
proteſted that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt 
carful rate, that ſhe was made to tremble 
o hear me; and told me further, Thar 1 
as the ungodlieſt Fellow for ſwearing, that 
ver ſhe heard in all her Life; and that I, by 
hus doing, was able to ſpoil all the Vouth in 
he whole Town, if they came but in my 
ompany, 
27. At this Reproof I was ſilenced, and put 
o ſecret Shame; and that too, as Ithought be- 
ore the God of Heaven; wherefore, while 1 
tood there, and hanging down my Head, 1 
viſhed with all my Heart that I might be a lit- 
le Child again, that my Father might learn me 
4 0 


could not be ſatisfied with it as I would. This 
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to ſpeak without this wicked way of Swear- 
inf; for, thought I, I am ſo accuſtomed to it, 
that it is in vain for me to think of a Refor- 
marion, for I thought it could never be. | 

28. But how it came to pals, I know not; I 

did from this time forward, fo leave my Swear- 

HF ing, that it was a great Wonder to my ſelf ro 

, q obierve it; and whereas before 1 knew not how 
| 
| 


to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oarh before and ano- 

ther behind, to make my Words to have Authc- 

LY rity; now [ could, without ir, ſpeak better, 

ana with more pleaſantneſs than ever I couſd 
ö be fore. All this while I knew nor Jeſus Chriſt, 
neither did I leave wy Sports and Plays. 

4 29. But quickly after this, I fell into Com- 

pam wich one poor Man which made Profeffion 
of Relizioa! who, as I then thought, did talk 
pleaſantly of the Scriptures, and of the Matter 
of Religion; wherefore, falling into ſome Love 


5 - A 
4 ** — hn 

. 
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_ —— 
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be. and liking to what he ſaid, I berook me to my 
iN Bible, and began ro rake great Pleaſure in 
1 Reading, bur eſpecially with the Hiftorical 
wal Part thereof; for as for Paul's Epiſtles, and 
mt ſuch like Scriptures, I could not away with 
5 them being as yet ignorant, either of the Cor- 
k ruptions of my Nature, or of rhe Want and 


Worth of Jeſus Chriſt ro fave us. 

30. Wherefore I fell ro ſome outward Re- 
formation, bothin my Words and Life,and did 
ſet the Command ments before me for my way 
to Heaven; which Commandments I alſo did 
ſtrive to keep, and as I thought, did keep them 
pretty well ſometimes, and then I ſhouid have 

Comfort; 


= * an 
2 * — — — . 
— * * 


ro the Chief of Sinners. 13 
Comfort; yet now and then ſhould break one, 


f and ſo afflict my Conſcience; but then | houſd 
r. Norent, and ſay, L was forry for it, and promiſe 
God to do beiter next time, and 3 he p 
Ius, for chen L thought I pleaſed God as well 
r. 0) Maa in England. | 
= 31. Thus [ continued about a Year; all 
vw <p time our Neighbours did rake me to be 
o. Nr) goaly Man, a new and religious Man, and 
55 d mar / el much to ſee ſuch a great and fa mous 
er, Halteration in my Life and M:niers; and in- 


d Need ſo it wis, rho! yer I know not Chriſt, nor 
it race, nor Faith, nor Hope; for, as I have well 

Pecs ſince, had I then died, my State had been 
noit fearful. | 


nb 32. But, I fay, my Neighbours were amazed 
alk this my great Converſion, from prodigious 
e. rophanenels, to omething like a moral Life; 
pe” nd truly, fo they weil might; for this my 
monde. ſion was as great, as for Tom of Bet hle- 
in to become a fober Man. Now therefore 
ical Ney began to praiſe, to commend, and to ſpeak 
and eil of ne, both to my Face, and behind my 
with ck. Nowl was, as they laid, become Godly 
Cor- I was become a right hc neſt Man. Bur oh! 
4 hen [ underſtood thoſe were their Words 
and id Qptaions of me, it pleaſed me mighty well. 
Re. tio as yet I was nothing but a poor paint- 
did Hypocrite, yet I loved to be talked of as one 
daher das truly Godly, I was proud of my 
Wb podinch, and indeed, did :I 6id either to 
3 e feen of, or to be well {poken of by Men 
oY nd 1178 continued for about a Twelve 
afory Onth, Of re, 33. No 
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33. Now you muſt know, that befors th 
T had taken much delight in Ringing , bur m 
Conſcience beginning to be tender, I thought 
ſuch Pradtict was but vain, and therefor 
forced my ſelf to leave it, yet my Mind hay 
kered ; wherefore 1 ſhould go to the Steeple 
| houſe, and look on, though I durſt not Ring 
But I thought this did not become Religionh 
neither, yet I forced my ſelf and would lod 
on ſtill, Bur quickly after, I began to thin 
How if one of the Bells ſhould fall? Then 
choſe to ſtand under a main Beam; that 1; 
overthwart the Steeple, from Side to Sid 
thinking here I might ſtand ſure, but then 
tbought again, ſhould the Bell fall wit 
2 Swing, it might firft hit the Wall, and the 
rebounding upon me, might kill me for ; 
this Beam. This made me ſtand in the Steel 
ple-door; and now thought I, I am ſafe li 
nough; for if the Bell ſhould then fall, I call 
flip out behind theſe thick Walls, and fo | 
preſerved notwithſtanding. 

34. So after this I would yet go to ſee the 
Ring, but would not go farther than tl 
Steeple-door ; but then it came into my Hey 
How it the Steeple it ſelf ſhculd fall? An 
this Thoughe (it may for ought I knowl 
when I ſtood and looked on, did continual 
ſo ſhake my Mind, chat I durſt nor ſtand 
the Steeple-dcor any longer, bur was fore 
to flee, for fear the Steeple ſhould fall up 
my Head. 


35. Al 
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3 th 35. Another thing was, my Dancing, I was: 
ut m full Year before -1 could quite leave that; 


oughhhut all this while, when 1 thought I kept this 
reforÞr that Commandment, or did, by Word or 

4 hau eed, any thing that I thought was good, I had 
-cepleſrear Peace in my Conſcience; and ſhould 
RingWhink with my ſelf, God cannot chuſe but be 
ligioſow pleaſed with me; yea, to relate it in 
d looWniae own way, I thought no Man in England | 
 thinF6uld pleaſe God better than l. | | 
Then 36. But poor Wretch, as I was, I was all 

iat lafWhis while Ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt; and going 
Side bour to eſtabliſh my own Righteouſneſs; and 


then 
wit] 
1d ther 
for a 
e Stet 
ſafe 
1 1 
d fo | 


ad periſhed therein, had not God in Mercy, 
ſhewed me more ot my State by Nature 
37. Bur upon a Day, the good *rovidence 


Alling; and in one of the Streets of that 
own, Icame where there were three or four 


alking about the things of God, and being 
ow willing to hear their Difcourſe, I drew 


e theſhear to bear whar they ſaid, for I was now a 
ay risk Talker of My ſelf, in the Matter of Re. 
| . * gion, but 1 way fay, I heard, but underſtood 


ot ; for they were far above, cut of my reach 
Their Talk was about a ncw Birth, the Work 
df God on their Hearts, as alſo how they were 
onvinced of their miſerable State by Nature; 
hey talked how God had viſited their Souls 
ith his Love in the Lord [eſus, and with 
hat Words and Promiſes they had been re. 
relhed, comforted ae ag againſt the 


know 
tinuah 
ſtand 
fore 
all uf 


35. Al 


„t God called me to B-dford, to work on my 


poor Women fitting at a Door, in the Sun, 


_ Temps» 


"ol 


fulneſs and treachery of my un wicked 


16 Grace abounding 
Temptations of the Devil: Moreover, the 
reaſoned of the Suggeſtions and Temprationl# 
of Satan in particular ; and told ro each orher 
by which they had been afflicted, and hoy 
they were born up under his Aſſaults. "The 
alſo diſcourſed of their own wretchednefs d 
Heart, of their Unbelief; and did contemn 


light and abhor their own Righteouſneſs, ! 
filthy, and inſufficient to do them any good. ul 
38. And methoughr they ſpake, as if y. 
did make them ſpeak ; they ſpake with ſuciii'”* 
pleaſantneſs of Scripture Language, and with - 
ſuch appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, tha 
they were to me, as if they had found a new” * 
World, as if they were People that dwelt alem N 
and were not to be reckoned among their Neighl © 
bours, 28 9. * 
39. At this I felt my own Heart began ti 
ſnake, and miſtruſt my Condition to be uaug bi. 
for 1 ſaw that in all my Thoughts about Re # 


Hgion and Salvation, the new Birth did nevet 
enter into my Mind, neither knew I the Com- 
fort of the Word and Promiſe, nor the decett 


Heart. As for ſecret Thoughts I tcok no no- 

tice of them; neither did I underſtand what 
Satan's \ Temptations were, nor how the) 

verre to be withſtood and refiſted, Ge-. 

40. Thus therefore, when 1 had heard and 
conſidered what they ſaid, I left them, ande 
went about my Employment again, but they 
Talk and Diſcourſe went with me; ailo moe 
Heart would tarry with them, for I Wa ; 

| | 0, greatly 


* 


* - # 
2 
4 


* 1 6 
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reatly affected with their Words, both be- 


auſe by them I was convinced that I wanted 
he true Tokens of a truly godly Man, and 


* ſo becauſe by them I was convinced of the _ 
apply and bleſſed Condition of him that was 
il uch « One, 1 ö 


41. Therefore I mould often make it y. 


ot ſtay away; and the more I went among 
hem, the more I did queſtion my Condition ; 
nd as I {till do remember, preſently 1 found 
wo things within me, at which I did ſome- 
imes marvel (eſpecially conſidering what a 


dut juſt before I was, The one was a very 


auſed me to fall under the Conviction of what 


gut dy Scripture they aſſerted; and the other was 
vel Seat bending in my Mind, to a continual 
m Neditating on it, and on all other good things, 
oth hich ar any time I heard or read of. 


42. By theſe things my Mind was now ſo 
urned, that it lay like an Horſeleach at the 
Vein, ſtill crying our Give, give, Prov. 30. 15: 
hich was ſo fixed on Eternity, and one the 
tings about the Kingdom of Heaven (that is, 
o far al knew, tho as yet God knows, I knew 


or Perſwaſions, nor Threats, could looſe i, 
r make it let go his hold; and tho I may 
peak it with Shame, yet it is in very deed, a 
ertain Truth, it would then have been as 


Ba _- --;-- ale 


plind, ignorant, ſordid and ungodly Wretch 


Wear ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of Heart which 


Bufineſs, to be going again and again into ti 
,ompany of theſe poor People, for I cout#& * 


" #4 * 
[ * 0 


but little) that neither Plea ſures, nor Profits 
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ſince, to get again fi om Earth to Heaven. 


a young Man in our Town, to whom my Hean 


and Swearing, and Whoring, I now fhok 
him off, and forſcok his Company; but about 


f 
: . 


mad way, anſwered, He was well. But, Har 
I 


Condition d He anſwered me in a great Chafe 


were not for ſuch as ] am? 


_ either fo approve of, or Condemn this Der ine 
it be of God, let me not deſpiſe it; i it be 


ny Scul in ris matter, only at thy Foot 3 ln 


difficult to me to bave taken my Mind from 
Heaven to Earth as 1 have found i: otten 


43. One thing 1 may not omit: There waz 


before was knit, more than to any ott er, but 
he being a moſt wicked Creature for Curiing 


a quarter of a Year after | had Jett him, 
met him in a certain Lane, and asked hin 
how he did; he, after his old 5wcaring and 


ry, ſaid I, why do you Swear and Cu ſe thay! 
What will become of you, if you die in thi 


what would the Devil do for Compat, if i 


44. About this time I met with ſome Ran 
ters Books, that were put forth by ſme « 
our Country men, which Books were al{ high 
iy in Efteem by ſc veral old Proteficrs, tun 
of theſe I read, but was not able to make 
Judgnfent about chem; wherefore as 1 rea 
in them, and thought upon them, ſeeing m 
ſelf unable to judge, | ſhould berake my 16 
to hearty Prayer in this Manner. O Lord, e 
am a Fcol, and not alle to know the Dt fron 
Error: Lord leave me not to my onn Blindne| 


the Devil, let me not embrace it. Lord, 1 lg 
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ot be deceived, 1 bumb/y beſeech thee. I had 
one religious intimate Companion all this 
hile, and that was the poor Man I ſpake off 
before; but about this time, he alſo turned a 
K devitiſh Ranter, and gave himſelf up to 


bh all Manner of Fiichineſs, eſpecially unclean» ' 
— els: He alſo would deny that there was a 
Pt od, Angel, or Spirit; and would laugh at all 


| xhortgrions and Sobriery : When I laboured 
o rebuke his Wickedneſs, he would laugh 


hin he more, and pretend that he had gone thro' 
Tar all Religions, and could never Light on the 
Fo igh: till now. He told me allo, that in a little 


ime 1 ſhould ſee all Profeſſors turn to che 
/ays of the Ranters. Wherefore abomina- 
ing thoſe curſed Principles, I left his Comps; 


Stranger, as [ had been before a Famillar. If 

45. Neither ,was this Man only a Tempta- 
ion to me, but my Calling ly ing ia tbe Coun- 
rv, I happened to light into ſeveral Peoples 


nerly, yer were all (wept away by theſe Ran- 
ers. Theſe would alſo talk with me of their 
Vays, and condemn me as illegal and dark; 
retending that they had only atcatn'd to Per⸗ 
ection, that could do what they would and not 
in. Ob! Theſe Temptations were ſuitable to 
y Fleſh, I being bur a young Man; and wy 
lature in its prime; but God who had, a6 1 
o pe, deſigged me for beiter things, kept me 
n the fear of his Name, and did not ſuffer me 
o accept ſuch curſed Principles; And bleſſed 
B 53 be 


y forthwith, and became to him as great 2 


*cmpany ; ; who though ſtrict in Religion for- . 


* — Wn 
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we God, who put it into my Heart to cry ty 
him to be kept and directed, ſtill diftruſting 
mine on Wiſdom ; for 1 have ſince ſeen even 

the Effects of that Prayer, ir his preſerving 

me, not only from Ranting Error, but fron 

thoſe ald that have ſprung up ſince. The Bi. 

ble was precious to me in thoſe Days 
4356. And now methought, I began to look 
into the Bible with new Eyes, and read as] 
never did before; and eſpecially the Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtle St Paul were ſweet and pleaſan 
| 5 me ; and indeed then I was never out of the 
Bible, either by reading or meditation; till 
= crying out to God, that I might know thi 
Truth, and Way to Heaven and Glory. 
} 
\ 


47. And; as | went on and read, I lighted 
on that Paſſage, To one is given by the Spirit, il 
a Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Know 
| ledge by the ſame Spirit; and to another Faith, &c 
1 Cor, 12. And though, as I have ſince ſee 


{ That by this Scripture the Holy Ghoſt intend © 
in ſpecial, things extraordinary, yet on me | * 
did then faſten with Conviction, tha: I did 1 
| Want things ordinary, even that Underſtand\$** 
| ing and Wiſdom that other Chriſtians had 2 
On this Word I: muſed, and could not tel f 
what to do, eſpecially this Word [Faith] pu. 
me to it, for I could not help it, but ſomerimel 11 
mult queſtion, whether I had any Faith, 0 6 
no; but I was loth to conclude, I had naliff © 
Faith; for if I do ſo, thought I, then I ſhal * 
count my ſelf a very Caſt-way indeed. ) 
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and lot, Nay, thought I, if it be fo, I wi 


51. Wherefore while I was thus confideting 
and being put ro my plunge about it, (for'yoy 
muſt know, and as yet 1 had, in this Matter, 
broken my Mind to no Man, only did hear and 
contider) the Tempter came in with his De. 
luſion, That there was no way for me to know | 
bad Faith, but by trying to work ſome Miracles 
urging thoſe Scriptures that ſeem to look tha 
Way, fer the inforcing and ſtrengthening his 
Temptation Nay, one Day, as | was between 
Eiſtow and Bedford, the Temprztion was hd 
upon me, to try if had Faith, by doing ſom 
Mirecic + Which Miracle at this time was this 
I muſt ſay to the Pu ddles that were in the 
Horſe-pads, Be Dry; and to the Dry Places, bi 


you. Puddles: And truly one time I was going 
to ſay ſo indeed; bat juſt as | was abour tee 
2 ſpeak, this thought came into my Mind; By 4 


go under yorder Hedge, and pray fu Rt, that Gu 
would make you able, But when I had con 
cluded to pray, this came hot upon me; That 
if I prayed, and came again, and tried to d 
it, and yet did nothing notwithſtanding, the 
be ſure I had no Faith, but was a Caft-awa) 


not try yer, but will ſtay a little longer. 

52. So I continued at a great loſs; forte 
thought, if they only had Faith, which con 
do ſo wonderful things, then I concluded, thi 
for the preſent I neither had it, nor yet fe 
time to come were ever like to have it Thi 
J was toſſed berwixt the Devil and my ow! 
Ignorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpecially 


1. 


_— — 
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ſome times, thar I could not tell what for to do. 
58. Abunr this time, the State and Happi- 
nels of theſe poor People at Bedford was thus, 
in a lind of a Viſion, preſented to me. I ſaw, 
as if they were onthe Sunny ſide of ſome high 
Mountain, there refreſhing themſelves with 
the pleaſant Beams of the Sun, While I was 
ſhivering and ſnrinking in the Cold, afflicted 
wih Froſt, Snow, and dark Clouds: Methought 
alſo, betwixr me and them, I faw a Wall that 
did compaſs about this Mountain; now chro 
bol this Wall my Soul did greatly defire ro pals; 
"concluding, that if I could, Fwould even go 
iato the very midſt of them, and there alſo 
comfort my ſelf with the heat of their Sun. 
54. About this Wall I thought my ſelf, co 
go again and again, ſtill prying as I went, co 
ſce f I could find ſome Way or Paſſage, by 
which I might enter therein; but none could 
I hnd for ſome time: Ar the laft, I ſaw, as 
it were, a narrow Gap, like a little Door-way Y 
in the Wall, thro' which J attempted to paſs: 4 
0 Now the Paſſage being very ſtrait and nat- 
row, 1 made many offers to get in; but all in ⁵ 
vain, even until I was well nigh quite bent 
aur, by ftriving ro get in; at laſt with great 
{triving, methought I ar firſt did get in my 
Wricad, and after that by a ſideling ſtriving, my 
Soulders and my whole Body; then was 1 
Wexceeding glad, went and ſar down in the 
t midſt of them, and ſo was comforted with 
tbe Light and Hear of their Sug. 4-7" A 
ow! B 5 55. Now- J 


3 
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38. Now this Mountain and Wall, Sc. w; 


and Sin. 


ina forelorn and fad Condition, but yer was 


— — — 


thus made out to me; the Mountain Ggnifi 


the Church of the Living God ; the Sun tha * 
ſhone thereon, the comfortable Shining of hi 


merciful Face on them that were therein; 
the Wall I thought was the World, that did 
make Separation between the Chriſtians and 


the World; and the Gap which was th: 5 
Wall, I thought was Jeſus Chriſt, who i A 
the Way to God the Father, Fohn 14. 6. Jail | 
7. 14. Bur foraſmuch as the Paſſage was won th 


derful narrow, even ſo narrow, that I could 
not, bur with great difficulty enter in there 
at, ir ſlewed me that none could enter into 
Life, but thoſe that were in down-right Eat. 
neſt, and unleſs alſo they left rhat wicked 
World behind them ; for bere was only room 
for Body and Soul, but not for Body and Soul 


56. This reſemblance abode upon my Spi- 
rit many Days; all which time I ſaw my {elf 


;rovoked to a vehement Hunger and Defireao 
e one of that Number, that did {it in the b 
Y 


Sun-ſhine - Now alſo ſhould I pray where-ever 
I was; whether at home, or abroad; in Houſe 


or Field; and ſhould alſo often, with lifting * 
up of Heart, fing that of the Fifty firſt Pſalm,” 
O Lord, conſider my Diſtreſs ; for as yer I 
knew not Where I was. x 


$7. Neither as yet could I attain to anyl 
comfort able Perſwaſion that I had Faith in 
Chriſt 3 but inſtead of having* Satisfaction, 

. bee 
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here I began ro find my Soul to be aſſaulted 
with freſh Doubts about my future Happi- 
neſs ; eſpecially with ſuch as rheſe, Yhether I 


ſoru/d now be paſt and gone? | 

58. By theſe two Temptations I was very 
much afflicted and diſquieted; ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. 
And firſt, to ſpeak. of that about my queſti- 
oning my Election, I found at this time, that 
though I was in a Flame to find the Way to 
Heaven and Glory, and though nothing could 
beat me off from this, yet this Queſtion did 
ſo offend and diſcourage me, that I was, ef- 
recially ſometimes, as if the very ſtrength of 
my Body alſo had been raken away by the 
Force and power thereof. This Scripture did 
alſo ſeem to me, to trample upon all my De- 
fires ; It is neither in him that willeth, nor in 


Mercy, Rom. 9. 


hat to do, for I evidently ſaw, unleſs thar 
he great God, of his infinire Grace and Boun- 
y, hath voluntarily choſen me to be a Veſſel 
of Mercy, though I ſhould defire, and long, 
and labour until my Heart did break, no good 
could come of ir. Therefore this would ſtick 


— ith me, How can you tell that you are Elefted? 
any and what if you ſhould not > How then? © 
| 60. O Lord, thought I, what if I ſhould 


ion. Not indeed? It may be you are nor, ſaid the _ 
nere ITempter; it may beſo indeed thought I, Why © © 


then 


was Elefled : But how if the Day of Grace 


him that runneth ; but in God that ſhewethb 


59. With this Scripture J cquld not tell 
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Then ſaid Satan you bad as good leave off, and 
ſetrive no farther ; for if indeed, you ſhoud 
not be elected and choſen of God, there is ng 
F talk of your being ſaved ; For ie is neither m 
þ him that willeth, nor in him that runneth ; but 
in God that ſheweth mercy. 
561. By theſe things I was driven to my 
Wit's-end, not knowing what to ſay, or how 
to anſwer theſe Temptations: Indeed, I lit. t 
dle thought that Satan had thus aſſaulted me, k 
bnt that rather it was my own Prudence, p 
* rhus to ſtart the Queſtion ; for that the Eled f tt 
only obtained Eternal Life; that I, without f 
F 
d 
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. 


3 ſcruple, did heartily cloſe withal; bur that 

fl my ſelf was one of them, there lay the Que. 

FE flion. 

. 62. Thus, therefore, for ſeveral Days, I Wag c. 

greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was of. n 

ten, when I have been walking, ready to ſink Hit 
were I went, with Faintneſs in my Mind: f 


hut one day after 1 had been ſo many Weeks Wb! 
6 oppreſſed and caſt down therewith, as I was th 
now quite giving up the Gheſt, of all my 
Hopes of ever attaining Life, that Sentence 1 
fell with weight upon my Spirit, Look at che H 
Generations of Old, and ſee; Did ever any truſt MSc 
| in God, and were confounded ? of 
629 At which 1 was greatly Enlightened, and WC 
3 NS in my Soul; for thus at that veg 9 
Ft © Inſtant, it was expounded ro me: Begin at f 
0 | the beginning of Geneſis, and read to the end of 

| 

| 


| there was eve: ary, that truſted in the Lord, and Nr 


- ©, Was 


: 
: 


4 the Revelations, and ſee if you can find, that 


| 


$1 

' 

* 3 
1 
A 
24 * 


— — —_ 
1 — 4 — 
. %⅛⁰dꝛA wu eee rt on = 
* > 


to the Chief of Sinners, 27 
ind was confounded, So coming home, I preſent- } 
ud ly went to my Bible, to fee it I could find 


| 


no that Saying, not doubring but to find it pre- 

in ſearly , for it was ſo freſh, and with ſuch 

bu ftrengch and comfort on my Spirit, that it was 
as if it talked with me. | 


mi 64. Well, 1 locked, bur I found it not; 


ow only ir abode upon me: Then 1 did ask firſt 
lit. this good Man, and then another, if they 
me, knew where it was, but they knew no ſuch 
nce, place. At this I wondred, that ſuch a Sen- 
led rence ſhould fo ſuddenly, and with ſuch com- 


doubted not but it was in holy Scripture.) 


could not find the Place; but at laſt, cafting. 
my Eye upon the Apccripha Books, J found 
it in Eccleſiaſiicus, Eccleſ. 2. 16. This, at the 
h:ſt did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe. 
by this time I had got more Experience of: 


Sentence was the Sum and Subſtance of many 
of the Promiſes, it was my Duty to take the 


ill, af-times ſhine before my Face. | 
66. After this that other Doubt did come. 
ith ſtrength upon me, But how if the Day of 


\ 


£ 


fert and ſtrengtb, fieze, and abide upon my 
heart and yer that none could find it (for L 


63. Thus J continued above a Year, and 


il. 


| 


the Love and Kindneſs of God, it troubled 
me the leſs ; eſpecially when I conſidered, that. 
Thought was nor in thoſe Texts that we call 
Holy and Canonical, yet foraſmuch as this 


Comfort of it; and I bleſs God for that Word, 
tor it was of good to me: That Word doch 


race ſhould. be paſt and gone? How if you. 
2 have 
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= have over-{tood the time-ef Mercy? Now l 
remember that one Day, as I was walking in 
= the Country, I was much in the Thoughts of 
this, ut how if the Day of Grace is paſt ? And 
ro aggravate. my Trouble, the Temper pre- 
| ſented to my Mind thoſe good People of Bed- 
ford, and ſuggeited thus unto me, Thar theſe 
. being converted already, they were all that 
{ God would fave in thoſe Parts; and that I 
came too late, for theſe had got the Bleſſing 
before I came. * 
57. Now was 1 great in diftreſs, thinking in 
Very deed, that this might well be ſo ; where. 
fore I went up and down bemoaning my ſad 
Condition; counting my {elf far worſe, than 
a4 Thouſand Fools for ſtanding off thus long, 
rand ſpending ſo many Years in Sin as I have 
done; ſtill crying out, Oh, that I had turned , 
boner; Oh, that I had turned Seven Years if 
#7 ago! It made me alſo angry with my ſelf, to 
$7 think that 1 ſhould have no more Wit, but to k 
ne trifle away my Time, *cill my Soul and Hea- MW, 
ven were loft, 
4 68. Bur when I had been long vexed with 
this Fear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep 
more, juſt about the ſame place where I re. 
#4 ceived my other Encouragement, theſe Words 
broke in upon my Mind, compel them to come 
i, that my Houſe may be filled; and yet there 
7 #5 room, Luke 14. 22, 23. Theſe Words, but 
£7 eſpecially them, And yet there is room, were 
= ſweet Words to me; for truly, I thought that 
by them I ſaw there was place enough in 
=P | Heaven 


_— 
„ 


Heaven for me; and moreover, that when the 
Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe Words, he then 
did think of me; and that he knowing that 
the time would come, that] ſhould beaflicted 
with Fear, that there was no Place left for me 
in his Boſom, did before ſpeak this Word, 
and leave it upon Record, that I might find 
Help thereby againſt this vile Temptation 
This I then verily belleved.  _ 

69. In the Light and Encouragement of thig 
Word, 1 went a pretty While; and the Com- 
fort was the more, when 1 thought that the 


and that he ſhould ſpeak them Words on pur- 
pole for my ſake ; for I did think verily, that 
he did on purpoſe ſpeak them, to encourage 
me withal, 


to go back again; Temptations I'ſay; both 
from Satan, mine own Heart, and carnal Ac- 
quaintance ; bur I thank God theſe were out- 


were Continually in my view: I hond often 


ich Naſo think on Nebuchadnez zar; of whom tis 


ſtep aid, He bad given him all the Kingdoms of the 
re- Earth, Dan. 5. 18, 19. Vet, thought I, if 


forget all. Which Conſideration was a great 
elp to me. | 
71. I was almoft made, about this time, to 
e ſomething concerning the Beaſts that Mo- 


ſes 
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Lord Jeſus ſhould think, on me ſo long ago, 


70, Bur I was not without my Temptations * 


weighed by that ſound Senſe of Death, and 
of the Day of Judgment, which abode, as ir 


this great Man had all his Portion in this 
World, one hour in Hell-fire would make him 


2 
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fes counted Clean, and Unclean: I thought 
thoſe Beaſts were Types of Men; the Clean, 
Types of them that were the People of God; 
bur the Unclean, Types of ſuch as were the 
Children of the wicked One. Now, I read 
that the clean Beaſts chewed the Cud ; that is, 
thought I, they ſhew ns, we muſt feed upon 
the Word of God: They alſo parted the Hoof, 
thought that ſignified, we muſt part, if we 
would be ſaved, with the ways of ungodly 
Men. And allo, in further reading abom 
them, 1 found, that though we did chew the 
Cud, as the Hare; yer it we walked with 
Claws, like a Dog; or if we did part the 
Hoof, like the Swine, yet if we did not chew 
the Cud, as the Sheep, we are ſtill, for all 
87 that, but unclean : for I thought the Hare to 
be a Type of thoſe that talk of the Word, 
yet walk in ways of Sin; and that the Swine 
was like him that parted with his outward 
Pollution, bur ftill wanteth the Word of 
BE Faith, without which. there could be no way 
| of Salvation, let a Man be never fo devour, 
Deut #4. Aſter this, I found by reading che 
Word, that thoſe that muſt be glorified with: 
Chriſt in another World, muſt be called by 
him here; called to the partaking of a Share 
in his Werd and Righteouſneſs, and to the 
Comforts and firſt Fruits of his Spirit, and 
to a Peculiar Intereſt in all thoſe beavenly 
Things, which do indeed, forefit the Soul for 
chat Reſt, and Houſe of Glory, which is in 
1 Heaven above. | 

{t . 72. Here 
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72. Here again I was at a very great Stands Þ 
not knowing what to do, fearing I was not 
called; for, thought J, if | be nor called, what 
then can do me good ? None bur thoſe who 
are effectually called, inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Bur Oh! how I now loved thoſe Þ 
Words that ſpake of a Chriſtian's Calling! as 
when the Lord ſaid to one, Fellow me, and to 
another, Come after me: And Oh, thought I 
that he would ſay ſo to me too; how gladly 
woald I run after him! 

73. I cannot now expreſs with what Long- 
ings and Brearhings in my Soul, I cried to 
Chriſt to call me. Thus I continued for a 
time, all on a Flame to be converted to Jeſug 
| Chriſt; and did alſo ſee at that Day, ſuch 
Glory in a converted State, that I could not 
be contented without a ſhare therein. Gold! 
Could it have been gorten for Gold, what 
could I have given for it! Had I had a whole 
World, it had all gone ten thouſand rimes 4 
Over for this, that my Soul might have been 
in a converted State. 

74. How lovely now was every one in my 
Eyes that I thought to be converted, Men 
and Women! They ſhone, they walked like 
a People that carried the Broad-Seal of Hea- 
ven about them. Oh ! I ſaw the Lot was fallen 
to them in pleaſant Places; and they had a 
goodly Heritage, P/a/m 16. But that which 
made me Sick, was that of Chriſt, in Mark, 
H. went up into a Mountain, and called to bim 
whom he would, and they came unto him, Marks | 
$33. 75. This 


— — 


1 me 
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7. This Scripture made me faint and fear, 


1 yer it kindled Fire in my Soul. That which 


made me fear, was this; left Chrift ſhould 
have no liking ro me, for he called whom he 
would. But oh ! the Glory that I ſaw in that 
Condition, did ſtill ſo engage my Heart, that 
I could ſeldom read of any that Chriſt did 
call, bur I preſently wiſhed, Would I had been 
in their Clcaths; would I had been born Peter; 
would 1 had been born John; or would I had 
been by and had heard him when he called 
them, how would I have cried, O Lord, call 
me alſo? But, Oh! 1 feared he would not cal 


76. And truly, the Lord let me go thus 
many Months together, and ſhewed me no- 
thing; either that I was already, or ſhould 


'1 bet called hereafter : But at laſt, after much 


time ſpent, and many Groans to God, that 
I might be made partaker of the Holy and 
Heavenly Calling ; that Word came 1n upon 
me: I will cleanſe. their Blood that JI have not 
= cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in ion, Joel 3, 
21. Theſe Words I thought were ſent to en- 
courage me to wait ſtill upon God; and ſigni- 
fied unto me, that if 1 were not already, yet 
time might come, I might be in truth Con- 
verted into Chriſt. 

77. About this time I began to break my 
Mind to thoſe poor People in Bedford, and 
to tell them my Condition; which when 
they had heard, they told Mr. Gifford of me, 
who himſelf alſo took Occaſion to talk with 

| me; 


— 


r 2 - r= = e db of Q& ww .v0QQ<©M + & Wy mo, wed © wy 


ar, 
ch 
ald 
| be 
nat 
bat 
did 
een 
er; 
Had 
lled 
call 
cal 


hus 
ng- 
zald 
uch 
that 
and 
pon 

not 
el 3. 

en- 
gni- 
yet 
on- 


my 
and 
hen 
me, 
with 


7 r 5 


to the Chief of Sinners. 33 
me; and was willing to be well perſwaded 
of me, though I think from little Grounds :. 

Bur he invited me to his Houſe, where 1 
ſhould hear him confer with others, about the 
Dealings of God with their Souls ; from. all 
which I ſtill received more Conviction, and 
from that time began to ſee ſomerhing of the 
Vanity, and inward Wretchedneſs of my wic- 
ked Heart, for as yet I knew no great Matter 
therein; but now it began to be diſcovered 


unto me, and alſo to work at that rate as it ne- 
ver did before. Now I evidently found, that 


Luſts and Corruptions put forth themſelves 
within me, in wicked Thoughts and Deſires; 
which 1' did not regard before; my Deſires 
alſo for Heaven and Life began to fail, 1 
found alſo, that whereas before my Soul was 
full of longing after God, now it began to 
hanker after every fooliſh Vanity; yea, my 
Heart would not be moved to mind that which 
was good; it began to be careleſs, both of 
my Soul and Heaven; it would now continus 
ally hang back, both to, and in every Duty; 
and was as a Clog on the Legs of a Bird, to 
hinder me from flying. 

78. Nay. thought I, now I grow worſe and 
worſe; now I am farther from Converſion 
than ever I was before: Wherefore I began 
to fink greatly in my Soul, and began to en- 
tertain ſuch Diſeouragement in my Heart, as 
laid me as low as Hell, If now 1 ſhould 


have burned at the Stake, I could not believe 
that Chriſt had a love for me; alas !I could 


neither 
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neither hear him nor ſee him, nor feel him, 
nor favour any of his things; I was driven az 
with a Tempeſt, my Heart would be unclean, 
and the Canaanites would dwell in the Land. 
79 Sometimes ] would tell my Condition 
to the People of God; which, when they 
heard, they would pity me, and would tell me 
of the Promiſes ; but they had as good have 
told me, that I muſt reach the Sun with* my 
Finger, as have bidden me receive or rely 
upon the Promiſes; and as ſoon as I ſhould 
have done ir, all my Senſe and Feeltng was 
againſt me; and I faw I had a Heart that 
wiuld fin, and that lay under a Law tha 
would condemn. | 

80. Theſe things have often made me 
think of the Child which the Father brough 
to Chriſt, who while he was yet a coming 1 
bim, was thrown do vn by the Devil, and all 
Jo rent and tern him, that he lay and wal 
lowed, feaming, Luke 9. 42, Mark 9 20. 

81. Further, in theſe Days, 1 ſhould find 
my heart ro ſhut it (elf up againſt the Lor 
and againſt his holy Word: I have found my 
Unbelief ro ſet, as it were, the Shoulder t0 
the Door, ro keep him out; and that too evel 
then, when I have with many a bitter Sigh 
cried, Good Lord break it cpen: Lerd breat 
theſe Gates of Braſs, and cut theſs Bars of Tro 
aſunder, Palm 107, 16. Yer that Won 
would {omerimes Crete in my heart a peace 
ab'e Pauſe, / girded thee, thought rhou haſt ni 


Town me, Ia. 45. 5. 
Re Þ 82. Bu 


| to the Chief of Sinners. Js 
" $2, Bur all this while, as to the Act of 
einning. | never was more tender than now 


my hinder parts were inward; I durſt not 


take a Pin or Stick, though but fo big as a 
Straw ; for my Conſcience now was ſore, and 
would ſmart at every touch: I could nor 
now tell how ro ſpezk my Words, for fear [ 
{h:uld miſplace them. Oh, how gingerly did 
| then go, in all I did or faid ! I found my 
elf as on a miry Bog, that ſhook if I did bur 
fir, and was, as there left both of God and 
Chriſt, and the Spirit and all good things. 

83. But I obſerve though I was ſuch a 
ercar Sinner beſore Converſion, yet God 
n. ver much charged the guilt of the Sins of 
V Ignorance upon me; only he ſhewed 
me, I was loſt if I had nor Chriſt, becauſe l 
ad been a Sinner: I faw that I wanted a 
erfet Righteouſneſs to preſent me without 
zult before God. and this Righteouſneſs was 


10 Where to be found, but in the Perſon of 


13 Chriſt. | 

$4. Bur my original and inward Polluti- 
n, that, that was my. Plague and Affliction; 
har I ſaw ar a dreadful rate, always putting 
crth it ſelf within me, that J had the Guilt 
bt, to Amazement; by reaſon of that, I was 
hore loathiome in mine own Eyes, than 
as a Toad, and I thought I was fo in God's 
yes too: Sin and Corruption I faid, would 
s naturally bubble ont of my Heart, as Wa- 
r would bubble out of a Fountain: I thought 
ow, that every one had a better Heart than 
* 


K 
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I had; I could have changed Heart with any 
body; I thought none but the Devil himſelf 
could equalize me for inward Wickedneſs and 
Pollution of Mind. I fell therefore at the 
fight of my own Vileneſs, deeply into De. 
ſpair ; for I concluded, That this Condition 
that II was in, could not ſtand with a State of MW 
Grace, Sure, thought I, 1 am forſaken of if 
God]; ſure 1 am given up to the Devil, and to 
a reprobate Mind: And thus I. continued a 
long while, even for ſome Years together. 


85. While I was thus afflicted with the . 
Fears of my own Damnation, there were two 1 
Things would make me wonder; the one 
was, When I ſaw old People hunting after the " 
Things of this Life, as it they ſhould live here 5 
always: The other was, when J found Pro- 
feſſors much diſtreſſed and catt down, when * 
they met with ou: ward Luſſes;as of Husband . 
Wife, Child, Ce. Lord, thought 1, what 10 
a- do is here about f::ch little Things as theſe g. 
What ſeeking after carnal Things, by ſome, 1 
and what Grief in others for the Loſs of " 
them ! If they ſo much labour after, and ſhed he 
ſo many Tears for the Things of this prefeay. . 
Life, how zm I to be bemoaned, pitied, aui, 
prayed for! My Soul is dying, my Soul Me, 
damning, Were niy Soul bur in a good Con 
dition, and were I but ſure of it, ah! how. - 
rich would I eſtcem my (If, though Ble, 
but with Bread and Water ! I ſhould count # 
rhoſe bur ſmall AMictions, and ſnould bes " 


i N them as little Burthens, A wounded Spirit wil 
; can bear. 86. And 
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85. And though I was much troubled, and 


N Wrofſtd, and afflicted, with the Sight and Senſe 
lt and Terror of my own Wickednefs, yer I was 
. afraid to let this Sight and Senſe go quite off 
wa my Mind: For I found, that unleſs Guilt of 
onſcience was taken off, the right way, that 
* is, by the Blood of Chriſt, a Man grew ra- 
Ir ther worſe for the loſs of his Trouble of Mind, 


than Trouble, Wherefore, if my Guilt lay 
hard upon me, then ſhould I cry, that the 
Blood of Chrift might take it off: And if it 


el going off without it wo the ſenſe of Sin 
vould be ſometimes as if it would die, and 
"IJ % quite away) then I would alſo ſtrive ro 
hel ir upon my Heart again by bringing the 


uniſument of Sin into Helbfire upon my Spi- 
t; and ſhould cry, Lord, let it not go off my 


Hr ea't, but the right way, by the Blood of 
7 oriſt, and the Application of thy Mercy, 
1 breugh him, to my Soul; for that Scripture 


d lay much upon me, without ſhedding of 
oed there is no Redemption, Heb. 22. And 
at Which made me the more afraid of this, 
2s, becauſe I had ſeen ſome, who, though | 
ben they were under wounds of Conſcience, 
ould cry and pray; yet feeling rather pre- 
nt Eaſe for their Trouble, than Pardon for 
et Sin, cared not how they loft their Guilr, 
they got it out of their Mind: Now having 
dit off the wrong way, it was not ſancti- 
d unto them; but they grew harder and 
inder, and more wicked after their trouble. 
ais made me afraid, and made me cry to 


God 
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God the more, that it might not be { 
with me. | 

87. And now I was ſorry that God had 
made me Man, for 1 feared I was a Repto- 
bate: I counted Man as unconverted, the 
moſt doleful ot all Creatures. Thus beingſſſ;, 
afflicted and toſſed about my fad Condition 
counted my ſelf alone, and above the mol 
of Men Uableſſec. a 

88. Yea, I thought it impoſſible that ever! 
ſhould attain ro ſo much Godlineſs of Henn 
as to thank God that he had made me. H.. 
Man. Man indeed is the moſt Noble by Cree: 
tion, of all Creatures in the vifible World 
but by Sin he had made himſelf the moſt Ip 
noble. The Beaſts, Birds, Fihes, Sc. I ble{Wren 
ſed their Condition; for they had not a finfu 
Nature, they were not obnoxicus to thi 
Wrath of God; chey were not to go to Hel 
fire after Death; 4 could therefore have 


joyced, had my Condition bcen as any of-” 
theirs, ther 


89. In this Condition I went 2 great while 
bur when comforting time was come, I hea 


one Preach a Sermon on theſe Words in HHH 
Song (Song 4 1.) Behold thou art fair, i. © 
Love; behold thou art fair: But at that tin Pen 
he made thefe two Words, My Love, his chil, ©” 
and ſubject Matter; from which, after he hi = 
a little opened the Text, he obſerved hd 4 
ſeveral Concluſions; 1. That the Church, « his 


fo every ſaved Soul, is Chriſt's Love, wt 
loveleſi, 2. Chriſt's Love with 4 cy 
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3. Chriſt's Love, which hath been hated of the 
World, 4. Chriſt's Love, when under Tempta- 
tion, and under Deſtruction. 5. chriſt s Love, 
om firſt to laſt, 4 

the = v6 [ — nothing by what he ſaid at 
preſent; only when he came to the Appitcatt- 
on of the fourth Particular, this was the Word 
he ſaid ; If it be ſo, that the ſaved Soul is 
Chriſt's Love, when under Temptation and De- 
ruftion ; then poor tempted Soul when thou art 
aſſaulted and afflicted with Temptations, aud the 
Hidings of God's Face, yet think on theſe two 
Werds, My Love, ſtill, + 

91. So as] was going home, rheſe Words 


- Igficame again into my Th ughes; and 1 wel 
bleſYiremember, as they came in, I ſaid thus in my 


WHearr, What ſhall I get by thinking on theſe 
vo Words > This Thought had no Doner pal 
Hed through my Heart, bur theſe Words be- 
gan thus ro kind'e in my Spirit, Ten art my 
ve, thou art my Dove, twenty times toge- 
ther ; and ſtill as they ran ia my Mind, they 
axed ſtronger and warmer, and began to 
make me look up; bat being as yet between 
Nope and Fear, I ſtill rebtied in my Heart, 
Dut is it true, butis it true? At which, that 
Sentence fell npon me, He wiſt not that it was 
rue, which was come unte him ef the Anzel, 
Acts 12. 29. | 


7 92. Then I begen to give Place ro the Word; 
fl hich, with power, did over and over make 
7 


bis joyfal ſound within my Soul, Thou are 
& my 
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till I got home: I thought I could kave ſpe 


> Capable to have underſtood me:  Whereforel 


But, alas! within leſs than forty Days, 1t 
lieve, that it was a true Miniſtration of Grad 


this Scripture, Simon, Simon, behold Satan bal 


my Love, thou art my Love ; and nothing ſhal 
ſeparate thee from my Love. And with tha 
my Heart was filled full of Comfort ant 
Hope, and now I could believe that my Sin 
ſhould be forgiven me; yea, I was now taker 
with the Love and Mercy of (30d, that, 
remember, I could not tell how to contai 


ken of his Love, and have told of his Merc 
to me, even to the very Crows that fat ups 
the plow'd-Lands before me, had they bee 


ſaid in my Soul, with much gladneſs, well, 
would I bad a Pen and Ink here, I woult 
write this down before I go any farther ; fo 
ſurely 1 will not forget this forty Years hence 


gan to queſtion all again ; which made me 
begin to queſtion all ſtill. 
93. Yer ſtill at times, ] was helped to be 


unto my Scul, tho' 1 had loft much of 
Life and Favour of ir. Now about a Week 
Fortnight after this, I was much followed h 
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defired to have you, Luke 22. 31. and ſom 
times it would {ound ſo loud witbin me, ye 
and as it was, call ſo ſtrongly after me, th 
once, above all the reſt, I turned my Heal 
over my Shoulder, thinking verily that fon 
Man had, behind me, called me; being at 
great diſtance, methought he called fo loud 


” W 2 


— 
76 — 


4 


to the Chief of Sinners. 4t 
It come, as. I have thought fince, to have ſtir- 
red me up to Prayer, and to Watchfulneſs : It 
came to acquaint me, that 4 Cloud and a 
Storm was down coming upon me; but I 
underſtood it not. 2 3 
94. Alſo, as I remember, that time that it 
called to me ſo loud, was the laſt time that 
it founded in mine Ears; but merhinks I hear 
ſtill with what a loud Voice thele Words, 
Simon, Simon, ſounded in mine Ears, I thoughr 
verily, as T have told you, that ſomebody had 


me: And altho' that was not my Name, yer 
it made me ſuddenly look behind me, belie- 
ving that he that called ſo loud meant me. 
95. But ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, that 
I knew not the reaſon of this Sound; (which 
| $ I did both ſee and feel ſoon after, was ſent 
from Heaven as an Alarm, to awaken me to 
de provide for what was coming) only I ſhould 
Staa mule and wonder in my Mind, to think what 
ft ſhould be the reaſon of this Scripture, and that 
ek ¶ at this rate, ſo often and ſo loud, ſhould ſtill 
be ſounding and ratling in mine Ears: But, as 
1 ſaid before, I ſoon after perceived the End 


ſome of God therein. 

96. For, about the ſpace of a Month after, 
„ thi a very great Storm came down upon mie, 
Heal which handled me twenty times worſe than 


all I had met with before; it came ſtealing 
upon me, now by one piece, than by ano- 
ther, firſt, all my Comfort was taken from 
me, then Darkneſs ſeized upon me; after 

C 2 which, 


called after me, that was half a Mile behind 
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only beloved Son: As, whether there were iff 


of God? 


and Pagans; and how if all cur Faith, ant 


Jo tos ? 


Grace abounding 
which, whole Floods of Blaſj hemggs, bot 
againſt God, Chriſt, and the Scriptures, wa 
poured upon my Spirit, to my great Cenful”” 
on and Aftoniſhmenrt. Theſe blaſphemoyl-" 


thoughts were ſuch as ſtirred up Queſtions H 5 


me, againſt the very Being of God, and of HH W 


Truth, a God or Chriſt > And whether te ſuc 
Hcly Scriprures were nct rather a Fable, and”! 
cunning Story, than the huly and pure Won ber 


97. The Temper would alſo much aſſault mM. 
with this, Hew can you tell but that the Turk ine 
had as good Scripture to prove their Mahemeſ n 
the Srviour, as we heve to prove our Jeſus ? Aud wW 
could 1 think, that ſo many Ten Thouſands, i be 


fo many Countries, and Kingdems, ſkould te W 


without the Knowledge of the right Way to Hea. 
ven; (if there were indeed a Fleaven) and that” 
we only, who live in a corner of the Earth, ſhould * 
alone be bleſſed therewith ꝰ Every cue doth tha 
his own Religion rig hteſt, both Jews and Moor, 


Cb iſt, and Scriptures, ſhould be but a Thin 


98. Sometimes I have endeavoured to at: 
gne aꝑa nſt cheſ= Suggeſtions, and to fer ſome 
of the Sentences of bleff:d Faul again ftihemM 
bur, alas! quickly felt, „hen I thus did, 
fuch Arguings as theſ, wou'd return again 
upon me, Though we made ſo g eat a Marter t 
Paul and of 415 Horas, yet Low coul I tell, u 
chat in every deed, be being a ſubtil and an 

1 ning 


- 
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ning Man, might give himſelf up to deceive 
with ſtrong Deluſions ; and alſo takg the Pains 
and Travel, to undo and deſtroy his Fellows. 

99. Theſe Suggeſtions (with 2 other 
Ewhich at this time I may nor, nor dare not 
Jutter, neither by Wo d or Pen) did make 
ſuch a Sezute upon my Sprit, and did fo o- 
ver-weigh my Heart, both with their Num- 
ber, continuance, and fiery Force, that I felt 
as if chece were nothing elſe but theſe from 
m Morning to Night within me; and as cho 
r{Miodced, there could be room for nothing elle; 
mel and alſo Concluded, that God had, in very 
Wrath to my Soul, given me up to them, to 
: be carried away with them, as with a mighty 
1 8 VV hiriwind, x 
% 100. Only by the Diſtaſte that they gave 
el unto my Spirit, I felt there was ſomething in 
uwe, „hae refuſed to embrace me. But this Con- 
bink ſiceration | then only had; when God gave 
me leave to {wallow my Spittle, orherwiſe the 
Noiſe, and Strength and Farce of the Temp- 
tations, would drown and overflow; and-25.1t 
vere bury all ſuch Thoughts or the Remem- 
brance of any ſuch Thing. While I was in 
ond Temptation, I ſhould find often my ind 

Puidenly ent upon it, to Curſe and Swear, or 
Eo ſp2ak ſme grievous thing againſt God, or 
Chriſt his Son, and of the Scriptures, 

101. Now I thought, ſurely I am poſlefſed 
Wot tbe Devil: Ar other times, again I thought 
W ould be bereft of my Wits; for inſtead of 
lauding and ler”. God the Lord with 
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others, if I have but heard him ſpoken of, 
preſently ſome moſt horrible blaſphemous 
Thought or other, would bolt out of my 
Heart againſt him; ſo that whether I did 
think that God was, or again did think there 
was no ſuch thing ; no Love, nor Peace; nor 
gracious Diſpoſition could I feel within me, 

102, Theſe things did fink me into very 
deep Deſpair; for | cencluded, that fuch 
things could not poſſibly be found an:ongft 
them that loved Grd, I often, when theſe 
Temprations had been with force upon me, did 
compare my ſelf to rhe Cale of ſuch a Child, 
whom ſome Gypſic hath by force took up in 
her Arms, and 1s carrying from Friend and 
Country : Kick ſometimes I did, and alfo 
hrick and cry; but yer I was bound in the 
Wings of tte Temptation, and the Wind 
would carry me away, I thought allo of Saul, 
and of thr evil Spirit that did poſſeſs him; and 
did greatly fear, that my Condition was the 
ſame with that of bis, x Sam. 16. 14. 

103. In theſe Days, when 1 have heard 
others talk of what was the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, then would rhe Temprer fo pro- 
voke me to deſire to fin that Sin that I was 
as if I could nor, muft not, neither ſnould be 
quiet until I had committed it; now no vin 
would ſerve but that: If it were to be com- 
mitted by ſpeakipg of ſuch a Word, then! 
have been as if my Month would have ſpoken 
that Word, whether I would or no: And in 
ſo ſtrong a Mcalure was this Temptation up- 

on 
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of, Non me,thar often I have been ready to clap my 
dus WM Hands under my Chin, to hold my Mouth 
my from opening; and to that end allo I have 
did bad thoughts ar other times, to leap with my 
ere MW Head downward, into ſome Muckhill- hole or 
nor Mother, to keep my Mouth from ſpeaking. 
: 104 Now again, I beheld the Condition of 
ery Mthe Dog and Toad, and counted the Eſtate of 
ach Wevery thing that God had made, far better 
oft than this Peadful Stare of mine, and ſuch as 
fe my Companions was: Yea, gladly would 1 
did hare been in the Condition of a Dog or Horſe, 
1d, for | knew they had no Souls to periſh under 
in che cverlaſt ing weight of Hell, or Sin, as mine 
nd was like to do. Nay, and cho? I faw this, felt 
iſo ich's, and was broken to pieces with it; yer 
the that which added to my Sorrow was that ! 
nd could not find, that with all my Soul 1 did 
zul, deſire Deliverance. That Scripture did alſo 
ind tear and rend my Soul, in the midſt of thee 
the Diſtractions. The wicked are like the troubled 
Sea, which cannot reſt; whoſe Waters caft up 
ard Mie and Dirt. There is no Peace to the Mu. 
the Ned, ait my God, Ia, 57. 20, 21. 1 
ro- ics, And pow my Heart was, at times, 
vas Nexccc ing hard; if I would have given a 
Thouſand Pounds for a Tear, I could not ſhed 
ohe, no nor ſometimes ſcarce deſire to ſned 
one. I was much dejected, to think that this 
would be my Lot. I ſaw ſome could mourn 
and lament their Sin ; and others, again, could 
rejoyce, and bleſs God for Chrilt, and others 
ain could quietly talk of, and with gladneſs, 
| C 4 remem- 
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remember the Word of God ;-while I only 
was in the Storm er Tempeſt, This much aer 
ſonk me, I thought my Condition was alone, 
I ſucu'd thert fore much bewail my bard Hap, 
but get out of, or get rid of, theſe Things, 1 
could not. | 

106, While this Temptation laſted, which 
was about a Year, I couid attend upon none 
cf the Ordinances of God, bur with ſore and 
great Afi con. Yea, then was I moit di. 
flreſſed with Blaſphemies: If 1 had been 
hearing the Word, then Unelcannef:, Blaf- 
Fhemies and Deſpair would ho'd me a Cap 
tive there ; if 1 have been Reading, then 
ſomerimes ] had ſudden thoughts to queſtion 
all I read; ſometimes, again, my mind wou'd' 
be ſo ſtrangely ſnatch'd away, and poſſeſſed 
wih other things, that ] bave neither known, 
not regarded, nor remem bred ſo much as the 
Sentence th-t but now I have read. 

107. im Prayer alſo I have been greatly 
troubied at this time; ſometimes 1 hare 
thought | have felt him behind me, pull my 
Coachs: Be would be allo continu-lly at me 
in tine of Prayer, to have done, break off, 
wake baſte, ycu have prayed enugh, and 
ſtay no longer; ſtii drawing my Mind away. 
Sometimes a ſo he weu'd caſt in uch wicked . 
7 houghts as theſe; that I muſt pray to him, 

or für bim I have thought ſometimes cf that, 
Fa'i d u, or, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ſhip me, Mat. 2. 9. 


108. Alſo 
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108. Alſo, when becauſe I have had wan- 
deriog Thoughts in the Time of this Duty, I 
kave laboured ro. Compoſe my Mind, and fix 
it upon God; then wi h great force hath the 
Temper laboured ro dittradt me, and con- 
found me, and to turn away my Mind, by 
reſentiog to my Heart and Fancy, the Form 
pf a Buin, a Bull, a Beſom, er che like, as if 
I ſhould pray to theſe : To theſe he would alſo 
at lometimes cf,ccially) ſo hold my Mind, 
that | was as if | could think of nothing elſe, 
or pray to nothing eite but to theſe, or ſuch 
vs they. 
<6 Vet at times I ſhould have ſome ftrong 
and heart affecting Apprehenfions, of God, 
ud tbe reality of the Truch of this Goſpel : 
Bu Oh! how woull my Heart, at ſuch 
mes, put forth it ſelf with unexpreſſible 
Groaving,, My whole Soul was then in every 
Word ; | ſhould cy ui h Pangs after God, 
bat he would be merciful unto me: But then 
I (hould be daunted again win ſuch Conceits 
s thelez I thonld think that God did Mock 
t theie my PraFers, ſaying, and that in the 
Audience of the Holy Anecls, This pror ſimple 
retch doth har ko» after me, as of I had nothing 
o do with my Mercer but to beſtow it en ſuch as 
pe. Alias, poor Soul | How art thou deceived! It 
s not for ſuch as thee to have Favour with the 
Iigheſt. 
10. Then hath the Tempter come upon 
ge alſo with ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe, 
% are very het far Mercy, but I will cool. 
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have been as hot as you for a Spirit, but I hav: 
2 their Jeal. (and with this, ſuch and, 
uch, who were fallen off, would be ſer heforg 
mine Eyes.) Then I ſhould be afraid that! 
ſhould do ſo too: Bur, thought I, I am glad 
this comes into my Mind : Well, 1 will Watch 
and rake what Care I can, Tho" you do, (ſaid 
Satan) I ſhall be too hard for ye; 1 will cd 
ou inſenfibly, by degrees, by little and litth, 
What care I, (aith he, theugh T be ſeven ear 
in chilling your Hart, if I can do it at laſt 
Continual Rocking will lull a ching Ehild aſleep: 
J will ply it cloſe, but I will have my End accom. 
pliſhed. Though you be burning hot at preſent 
yet I can pull you fiom this Fire, I ſhall have yu 
celd before it be long. | | 
111. Theſe things brought me into grea 

Straits; for as I at preſent could nor find ny 
ſelf fir for prelent Death, ſo i thought to lie 
long, would make me yet more unfit ; fot 
time Would make me forget all, and wear 
even the Remembrance of the Evil of Sin, the 
Worth of Heaven, and the need I had of t 
Blood of Chriſt to Waſh me, both out d 
Mind and Thought : Bur I thank Chriſt Je 
fus, "theſe things did nor at preſent make m 
lack my crying, but rather did put me mot 
upon it, (ile her who met with the Adultere 
Deut 22. 26.) in which Days, that was 
good Word :o me, after 1 had ſuffered theſ 
things a while; I am perſwaded, that neithi 
Heighth, not Death, nor Life, &c. ſhall ſepardl 
yl 
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f om the Love of God, which is in Cbriſt 
7e/us, Rom. 8. 38. And now I hoped long 
Life ſhould nor deſtroy me, nor make me mils 
f Heaven, 

112. Yer I had ſome Supports in this Temp- 
ation, though they were then all queſtioned 
y me ; that in Fer, 3. at the firſt, was ſome- 
hing to me; and ſo was the Conſideration 
pf Verſe 5. of that Chapter; that tho' we 
ave ſpoken and done as evil things as we 
-on!d, yer we ſhall cry unto God, My Father, 
hou art the Guide of my Youth ; and ſhall re- 
urn unto him. | | 

113. I had alſo once a ſweet Glance from 
hat in 2 Cor. 5. 82. For he hath made him 
0 be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we 
night be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
remember that one Day, as I was fitting in 
; Neighbours's Houſe, and there very ſad at 
he Conſideration of my many Blaſphemies ; 
nd as | was faying in my Mind, What ground 
have I to ſay that, who have. been ſo Vile and 
ſoominable, ſhould ever inherit Eternal Life? 
Thar Word came ſuddenly upon me, I bat 
call we ſay to theſe things ? If God be for ns, 
pho can be again# us? Rom. 8. 13. That al- 
d was an help unto me, Becauſe 1 live, you 
hall live alſo, John 14. 19. But theſe Words 
vere but Hints, Touches, and ſhort Viſits, 
ho very ſweet when preſent ; only they taſt- 
d not; but like to Peter's Sheet, of « ſudden 
ere” caught up from me, to Heaven again, 
ess 10. 16, = 

| 114. But 
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114. But aftcrwards the Lord did my 
fully and graciouſly diſcover himfelt unto n 
and indeed, did quite, not only deliver ni 
from the Guilt that, by theſe things, was lat 
up en my Conſcience, but alſo from the ver 
fiih thereof; for the Temptation was rem 
ved, and I was put into my right Mind again 
as other Chriſtians were. 

115, I remember that one Day, as I wi 
travelling into the Country, and muſing 0 
the Wickednef3 and Blaſ; hemy of my Hear 
and conſider ing the Enmity that was in m 
to God, that Scripture came in my Mind 
Hie hath made Peace by the Blocd of bis Cri; 
Col. 1. 20. By which I was was made to (ee 
beth again and again, that Day, that G00 
and my Soul were Friends by this Blood; yes 
1 ſaw that the Juftice of God, and my finfil 
Soul could embrace and kiſs each other, thio 
his Blood. This was a good Day to me; ! 
hope | ſhall never forget it. 4 

118, At another time as I ſate by the Fire, 
in my Fouſe, and muſing on my Wretched 
neſs, the Lord made that zlſo a precious 
Word unto me, Foraſmuch then as Childra 
are Partakers. of the Fiſh and Blood, he lj 
himſelf likewife tock part of the ſame, that thi 
Death he might deſtroy him that had the Pens 
of Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver thaſ 
who through the fear of Death, were all then 
Life ſulj d to B:ndaze, Heb. 2. 14, 13. 
thoughc that the Glory of theſe Words wil 
then ſo weighty on ine, that I was both on 
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and twice ready to 5wuon as I fate ; yet not 


| by God's Gr-ce, waz much for my Stability, 


received them wich Evidence from Heaven, 
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with grief and troub e, but wich ſolid joy and 
peace. . = 
117. At this time alſo 1 far under the Mi- 
nittry of holy Mr. G ud, whole Doctrine 


This Man made it much his Buſineſs to deli- 
ver the People of God trom all thoſe and un- 
ſouna Teſts, that by Na ure we are prone to! 
Re would bid us tak ſpecial heed, that we 
rock not up ans Truth upon truft ; as from 
thi-, or that, er any other Man or Men; but 
cry mightily to Goo, rhat} e would convince 
us of the Realiiy thcrecf, and ſet down there- 
in by bis own petit em the Holy Word, for 
{aid he, if you do other wife, when Tempta- 
tion ci mc, if ſtreng y. yu, you not having 


will find you want that help and ſtrength, 
now to refiit, that cnce you thought you 
bad. 


118. This was as ſca'onable ro my Soul, as 


the former and latter Rain in their Scaſen; 
for 1 had found, and tha: by fad Fxperience, 
the truth of th: ſe his Words ; (for I had felt 
no Man can fay, . ecia:'y when rempred by 
the De«il, hat J us Chriſt is Lord, but by 
the Holy Gheſt) Wherefore I found my 
Scul, hre vgh Grace, very at te drink in this 
De ctr ne, and to inęline to pray o God, that 
in nothing that pMrained 10 God's Glory, 
and my own eternal Happ igeſs, he would 
luffer me to be without the Confirmation 

= thereof 
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thereof from Heaven; for-now I {aw clearly, 
there was an exceeding Difference betwixt the 
Norton of the Fleſh and Blood, and the Re- 
velation of God in Heaven ; allo a great Dif. 
ference betwixt that Faità that is feign'd and 
according to Man's Wildom, and of that 
which comes by a Man's being born therero 
of God, Mat. 16. 13. 1 John 5. 114... 
119. But, Oh! now, how was my Soul led 


from Truth to Truth by God! Even from the 


Birth and Cradle of the Son of God, to bis 
Acceſſion, and ſecond coming from Heaven 
to Judge the World. — 

120. Truly, 1 then found, upon this Ac- 
count, the Great God was very good unto 
me; for, te my Remembrance, there was 
not any thing that then cried unto God, to 
make known, and reveal unto me, but he 
was pleaſed to do it for me; 1 mean, not one 
part of the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus, but! 
was orderly led into it: Methought I ſaw 
with great Evidence, from the four Evange- 


- liſts, the wonderful Works of God, in giving 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave us, from his Conception 


and Birth, even to his ſecond coming to 
Judgment: Merhought 1 was as if I had 
ſeen him born, as if I had ſeen him grow up, 
as if I had ſeen him walk through this World, 
from the Cradle to the Croſs ; to which alſo, 
when he came, I ſaw how gently he gave 


.. himſelf to be hanged, and nailed on it, for 
my Sins and wicked doing, Alſo as I was mu- 


ſing on this his Progreſs, that droped on my 
1 Spirit, 
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„ Sbirir, He was ordained ior the Slaughter, 
he 1 Pet, I. 12, 20. 
e. 121. When I have conſidered alſo the 
f. W Truth of this Reſurrectiou, and have remem- 
id bred that Word, Touch me not, Mary, Sc. 
ar I have ſeen ; as if he had leaped out of the 
to MW Griave's Mouth, for joy that he was riſen a- 
gain, and had got the Conqueſt over our 
d dreadful Foes, Jobn 20. 17. I have alſo, in 
he WE the Spirit, ſcen him a Man on the right 
iis Hand -of God the Father for me; and have 
en ſeen the Manner of his coming from Heaven, 
to Judge the Worid with Giory, and have 
been confirmed 1n theſe things by theſe Scrip- 
tures following, Acts 1. 9, 10, and 7. 56. and 


. 4. $7, 1 
| 122, Once I was troubled to know whe- 
ther the Lord Jeſus was Man as well as God, 
and God as well as Man; and truly, in thoſe 
Days, let Men ſay what they would, unleſs I 
had it with Evidence from Heaven, all was 
nothing to me, I counted my felf not ſet 
down in any Truth of God. Well, I was 
| much troubled about this Point, and could 
not tell how ro be reſolved ; at laſt, that in 


and lo, in the midſt of the Throne, and of the 
four Beaſts, and in the midſt of the Elders, 
ſteod a Lamb, In the midit of the Throne, 


of the Elders, there is his Manhood : But, 


-.  gocdly 
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10. 42. Heb. 7. 24. and 8. 38, Kev. 4. 18. 


Rev. 5. came into my Mind, And I bebeld, 


thought I, there is the God-head ; in the midſt 
Oh! methought {this did glifter | Ir was a 


54 


* 


Grace abounding 


goodly touch, and gave me ſweet Satisfaction, 
That other Scripture alſo did help me much in 
this, To us a Child rs born, to us a Son is given, 
and the Government ſhall be upon bis Shoulder: 
And his Name ſhail be called Wonderful, Coun 
ſellor, the mighty Gcd the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince F Peace, Cc Ila. 9, 6. 

123. Allo b-fides theſe Teachings of God, 
in this Word, the Lord made ule of two things 
to Confirm me in this Truth; the one was the 
Errors of the Quakers; and the other was the 
Guilr of Sin ; tor as the Quakers did oppoſe 
the Truth, ſo God did the more Confirm me 
in it; by leading me into the Scripture that 
did wonder fully maintain it. 2 

124. Ihe Errors that this People then main- 
tained, were, | 

1. Thar the Holy Scriptures were not the 
Word of God, 

2. Thar every Man in the World had the 


19 Spirit of Chriſt, Grace, Faith, Ge. 


3. That Chrift Jeſvs, as Crucified, and Dy- 
ing Sixteen Hundred Years ago did not ſatisfy 
Divine j uſtice for the Sins ef the People. 

4. That Chrilt's Fleſh and Blood was with- 
in · the Saints. 

F. That the Bodies of the Good and Bad 
that are buried in the Church-yard, ſhall nat 
ariſe again. 

6. Thar the Reſurrection is paſt wich good 
Men already. 3 

7. That the Man Jeſus, that was Crucified 
between two Thieves, on Mount - Calvary, 
| in 


in 
A 
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n. Nin the Land of Canaan, by Feruſalem, was not 
in WAſcended above the Stary Heavens. 

en 8. That he ſnould nor, even the ſame Jeſus 
„ that died by the Hand of the Jews, come 
. Nagain at the laſt Day; and as Man, Judge all 
„Nations, Ge. 

125. Many more vile and abominable things 
were in thoſe Days fomented by them, by 
which I was driven to a more narrow Search 
of the Scriptures, and was, through their 


he Light and Teſtimony, nor only en, ighined, 
ole Nut greatly confirmed and comforted: in the 
me ruth; And as I ſaid, the guilt cf Sin did 
dat Wclp me much; for ſtill as that would come 


pon me, the Blood of Chriſt did take it off 
gain, and again, and again; and that too 
Iweerly according to the | Scripture. O 
Friends! cry to God to reveal J«(vs Chrift 
nto you; there is none teacheth like him. 

126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to 
ell you in particular, how God did ſer me 
down in all the things of Chriſt, and how he 
id that he might do fo, lead me into bis 
ords; yea, and alſo how he did open them 
nto me, and make them ſhine before me and 
zule them ro dwell with me, talk with me, - 
ind cemfort me over and over, both of his 
wn Being, and the Being of his Son, and 
pur, and Word, and Goſpel. 

27. Only ths, as 1 (aid before, I will ſay 
nto you again. that in General, he was plea. 
fed ed to take this Corrie with me; Firft, to 
,; fer me ro be afflicted wich Temprati- 

| Ons 


and that before I was aware, that in tha 


— 
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ons concerning them, and then reveal then 
to me: As ſometimes I ſhould lie under preg 
Guilt for Sin, even cruſhed to the Ground 
therewith ; and then the Lord would ſhey 
me the Death of Chriſt ; yea ſo ſprinkle m 
Conſcience with his Blood, that 1 ſhould find 


Conſcience, where but juſt now did reig 
and rage the Law, even there would reſt and 
abide the Peace and Love of God, through 
Chriſt; | 

128. Now I had an Evidence, as I though 


of my Salvation from Heaven, wich man 


golden Seals thereon, all hanging in my Sight] 
Now could I remember this Manife ſtatio Wo 
and the other Diſcovery of Grace, with Com Hoc 
fort; and ſhould often long and deſire thafWhc 
the laſt Day were come, that I might be fog 
ever inflamed with the Sight, and Joy, and 
_ Communion within, whoſe Head was crown-ce 
ed with Thorns, whoſe Face was ſpit on, andre 
Body broken, and Soul made an Offering u ou 
my Sins: For whereas before I lay continua 
trembling at the Mouth of Hell, now mee 
thought I was got fo far therefrom, that 
could not, when I looked back, ſcarce difcenW13! 
it: And, Oh! thought l, that I were Four! 
ſcore Years old now, that I might die. quick 
ly, that my Soul might be gone to reſt, el 
129. But before 1 had got rus far out Mer. 
theſe my Temptations, I did greatly long Wa: 
ee ſome ancient godly Man's Experience a 
who had writ ſome Hundreds of Years ben 


for 
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nen ore 1 was born; for, for thoſe who had writ 
rea our Days, I thought (but I defire them 
und ow ro pardon me) that they had writ only 
hep hat which others felt; or elſe had, through 
me firengrh of their Wits and Parts, ftudied 
and Wo anſwer ſuch Objections, as they perceived 
thaWrchers were perplexed with, without going 


own themſelves into the Deep. Well, after 
Wany ſuch longings in my Mind, the God, in 
hole Hands are all our Days and Ways, did 
alt into my Hand (one Day) a Book of Mar- 


ugu ; her; it was his Comment on the Gala- 
amg n,; it alſo was ſo old, that it was ready to 
gütig piece from piece if 1 did but turn it over. 
tion dow 1 was pleaſed much, that ſuch an old 
moo had fallen into my Hands; the which, 
thufß hen I had bur a little Way peruſed, I found 
e fly Condition in his Experience, ſo largely 


Ind profoundly handled, as if his Book had 
cen written our of my Heart. This made 


ould not know any thing of the State of Chri- 


e Experience of former Days. 
1at | 
(cert 
on ions, namely, Blaſphemy, Deſperation and 
lich 


at Merry great Hand therein: The which a' firſt, 


ss very ftrange to me; bur conſidering and 
ene atching, I found it ſo indeed. But of Par- 
beeulars here, I intend nothing; only this 
for methinks 


e marvel; for thus, thought I, this Man 


hans now, but muſt needs write and ſpeak. 
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130, Beſides, he doth moſt gravely alſo in 
at Book, debate of the Riſe of theſe emp- 


elike; ſhewing that the Law of Maſes as 
ell as the Devil, Death. and Hell, hath a a 
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methinks I muſt let fall before all Men, Id 
prefer this Book of Martin Luther upon the 
Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible) befor 
all the Books that ever I have ſeen, as mol 
fic for a wounded Conſcience. EY 

131. And now 1 found, as I thought, thy 
] loved Chriſt dearly : Oh! methoughts ny 
Soul cleaved unto him, my Affections cleave 
unto him: I felt Love to him as hot as FH 
and now, as Fob (aid, I thougbt I ſhould HM 
in my Neſt; but I did quickly find, that ny 
great Love was but |'ttle ; and that [, WA 
bad, as I thought, ſuch burning Love to Jely 
Chriſt, could let him go again for a very TI 
fle, God can tell how to abaſe us, and ca 
hide Pride from Man. Quickly after this mp 
Love was tried to purpoſe. 

132. For after the Lord had, in this man 
ner, thus graciouſly delivered me from ibi 
great and iore Temptation, and had (er m 
down ſo Fwcerly in the Faith of his holy Gals 
pel, and had given me ſuch ſtrong Conſolats 
on, and bleſſed Evidence from Heaven, touch. 
ing my Intereſt in his Love through Chriſt; 
the Fempter come upon me again, and thi 
with a more grievous and dreadful Temp 
tion than before. 

133. And ther was, To ſell and part wil 
this mcſt bleſſed Chrift, to exhange him f 
the Things of this Life, for any Thing. II 
Temptation lay uron me for the Ipace on 
Year, and did follow me ſo continually. thi 


1 was not rid of it one Day in a Month; 0 
10 
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ot ſometime one Hour in many Days toge- 
her, unleſs when I was aſlcep. 
134. And though, in my Judgment, I was 
x&r{waded, that thoſe who were once effectu- 
ly in Chriſt, (as 1 hoped, through his Grace, 
boli bad ſeen my ſelf) could never loſe him for 
| ver; (For the Land ſhall not be ſold for ever, 
pr the Land is mine, ſaith God, Lev. 2g. 23.) 
er it Was 4 continual Vexation ro me, to 


14 hin k that 1 ſhould have ſo much as one ſuch 
"W hovghr within me againſt a Chriſt, a Jeſus, 
4 pat had done for me as he had done; and 


et then | had almoſt none others, but ſuch 
laſphemous one. 

135. But it was neither my diſlike of the 
ought ; nor yet any deſire and endeavour 
refit it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate 
de continuation, or force and ſtrength there- 
{; for it did always, in almoſt whatever I 
ought, intermix it ſelf therewith, in ſuch 
It, that ] could neither eat my Food, ſtoop 
vr a Pin, chop a Stick, or caſt mine Eye to 
ok on this or that, but ſtil rhe Temptation 
ould come, Sel ch iſt for this, or ſell Chriſt 
that; ſeli him, ſef him, 

136. Sometimes it would run in my 


ney ovgats, not ſo little as a hundred times to- 
1 ether, Sell him, ſell him, ſell him: Againſt 
„ | may ſay, for whole Hours together, 


have been forced to ftand as continuall 
ning and forcing my Spirit againſt it, W, 
by, before I were aware, ſome wicked 
hought might ariſe in my Heart, that might 

cCoaſent 


60 Grace abounding - 
content thereto ; and ſometimes the Temp id 
would make me believe | had conſented to] 
but then ſhould J be, as tortured upon a R 
for whole Days together. 1 
137. This Temptation did put me to 
Scares, left I ſhouid at ſometimes, I ſay, en 
{ent therero, and be overcome therewirb, thi 
by the very force of my Mind, in laboum 
to gainſay and reſiſt this Wickedneſs, my ye 
Body would be put into Action or Motiq 
by way of puſhing or thruſting with n 
Hand ©: Elbows ; ftill anſwering, as faſt 
the Deſtroyer ſaid, Sel him; I will not, I nl 
not, I will not; no, not for thouſands, thouſand 
thouſands of Worlds : Thus reckoning, lef 
ſhould, in the midſt of theſe Aſſaults, ſet u 
low a Value on him, even untill I ſcarce v 
knew where I was, or how to be compole 


again. __ I 4 

138, At theſe Seaſons he would not let e 
eat my Food at quiet; but, forſooth, ben 1': 
was ſet at the Table at any Meat, I muſt hu 
hence to pray; I muſt leave my Food now aWio 


juſt now, ſo counterfeit Holy alſo would th 
Devil be. When I was thus tempted, I ſhoul 
ſay in my ſelf, Now I am at Meat, let me mi 
an end, No, {aid he, you muſt do it nob, or 
will diſpleaſe God, and depiſe Chriſt. Whel 
fore I was much afflicted with theſe thing 
and becauſe of the Sinfulneſs of my Nai 
(imagining that theſe were impulſes from Gal 
I ſhould deny to do it, as if I denied 60 
and then ſhould I not be as guilty, becault 


a 


Pie 
[0 
K 
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d not obey a Temptation of the Devil, as 
f | had broken the Law of God indeed. 

139. But to be brief, one Morning as I did 
je in my Bed, I was, as ar other times, moſt 
ercely aſſaulted with this Temptation, to ſell 
d part with Chrift; the wicked Sugzeftion 
il running in my Mind, Sel! him, ſell him, 
| him, fell him, fell him, as faſt as a Man 
ould ſpeak : Againſt which alſo, in my Mind, 
5 at other times. I aniwered, No, no, not for 
ſands, thouſands, thouſands, at leaſt twenty 
mes together: But at laſt, after much ftri- 
ing, even umil was almoſt out of Breath, 
felt this Thought paſs rhrough my Heart, 
et him go, if he wil; and I thought alſo, 


What 1 felt my Heart freely conſent thereto, 


Dh, the Diligence of Satan! Oh, the Deſpe- 
ateneſs of Man's Hears ! | 

140. Now was the Battle won, and down 
l, as a Bird that is ſhvr from the Top of 
Tree, into great Guilt, and fearful Deſpair. 
hus getting out of my Bed, I went moping 
to the Field; but God knows, with as hea- 
y an Heart as mortal Man, I think, could 
earz where for the ſpace of two Hours, 1 
as like a Man bereft of Life, and, as now, 
alt all recovery, and bound over to eternal 


aaiſament. 


141, And withal, that Scripture did fieze 
don my Soul, Or prophane Perſon , as Eſau, 
ho for one morſel of Meat, fold his Birth» 
gt: Fey ye know, how that afterwards, 
ven he would have inberited the Bleſſing, he 
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was rejected; for he found no place Renn 


tance, theugh he ſought it carefully with Tu 
Heb. 12. 16, 17. 


142. Now was I as one bound, I felt u 


ſelf ſhut up upon the Judgment to come; . 
thing now, for two Years together, wou!“ 
abide with me, but Damnation, and an F * 
ation of Damnation: I fay, nothing nol 
would abide with me but this, ſave ſome fol®** 
Moments for Relief, as in the Sequel y.“ 
will ſee. 3 3 
' 243. Theſe Words were to my Soul, lil 4 
Fetters of Braſs to my Legs, in the continu © 
ſound of which, I went fur ſeveral Mond t 
together. But about teu or eleven a Clock off” © 
that Day, as I was walking under an Hedy is 
(tali of Sorrow and Guilt, God knows) . 
bemoaning my ſelf from this hard Hap, thy * 
ſuch a Thought ſhould ariſe within me, ſuſß, 
denly this Sentence ruſhed in upon me. ““ 
Blood of Chriſt remits all Guilt. At this I mal & 
a ſtand in my Spirit: With that, rhis Wo 
took hold upon me, The Blood of Feſus C 
his own Son, cleanſe us from all Sin, 1 dl ge 
1. 7. 

144. Now I began to conceive Peace in j 
Soul, and methoughr I ſaw, as if the Teen 
ter did leer and ſteal away from me, as bei 
aſhamed of what he had done. At the Md 
time alſo 1 had my Sin, and the Biood WfS* 

Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, that my .“ 
when compared to the Blood of Chriſt, M= 
no more to it, than this litte Clod of 0 
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ofore me, is this vaſt and wide Field that 
ere I ſee. This gave me good Encourage- 
zent for the ſpace of two or three Hours ; 
a which time alſo, methought I ſaw, by 
zith, the Son of God, as ſuffering for my 
ins: Bur becauſe ir tarried not, | therefore 
unk in my Spirit, under excceding Guilr 
_ | 

<4 Bur chiefly by the aforementioned 
cripture concerning Eſau's ſeè ling of his 
ir h right ; for that! Scripture. weuld lie all 
Day long in my Mind, and bold me down, 
d that I could by no Means lift up my ſeit x 
r when I would ſtrive to turn to this Scrip- 
ure, or that, for relief, ſtill that n. 
ould be ſounding in me; For ye know: how 
at afterwards, when he would have inherite1 
be Bleſſing, he found no Place of Repentance, 
bough he ſought it carefully with Tears. 

146, Sometimes indeed, I ſhould have 


may 
Vo duch from thit in Lale 22. 31. I have 
rayed for thee that thy Faith fail not; but it 


ond not abide upon me; n-ither could: 1 


deed, when I conſidered my State, find 
ound ro conceive in the leaſt, that there 
em ould be the Root of that Grace in me, ha- 
benin finned as I had done. Now was I tore 
d rent in an heavy Caſe, for many Days 
50% secher. 

147. Then began I with ſad and careful 
+ eart, to conſider of the Nature and Large- 


* 
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of Promiiſe, or any encouraging Sentence 
which I might take Relief. Wherefcre I 
gan to confider that of Mark 3. All mam 
of Sins and Blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven (hd 
the Sons of Men, wherewith ſocver they um 
Blaſpheme. Which Place, methought, at! 
Bluſh, did contain a large and glorious Pm 
miſe, for the Pardon of high Offences; bu 
considering the Place more fully, I thoughts 
was rather to be underſtood, as relating mar 
chiefly ro thoſe who had, while in a naturi 
Eſtate, committed ſuch things as there u 
mentioned; but not to meg who had not on 
received Light and Mercy; bur that had but 
after, and allo contrary to that, ſo lighted 
Chrift as I had done. : 

148. 1 feared therefore that this wicked Si 
of mine, might be that Sin unpardondable, d 
Which he there thus ſpeaketh. But he tha 
ſhall Blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghejt, hath m 
ver forgiveneſs, but in danger of Eternal Dan 
nation, Mark. 3. And 1 did the rather giv 
Credit to this, becauſe of that Sentence ul 
the Hebrews, For yeu know how that ail 
wards, when he would have inherited the N 
fing, he was rejected; for he found no Pla 

of Repentance, though he ſought it careful 
with Tears, And this ſtuck always wil 


| # . 
149. And now was I both a Burthen af 
a Terror to my ſelf; nor did 1 ever ſo knol 
as now, what it was to be weary of my Li 
and yer afraid todie, Oh, how gladly „ 
Won 
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ud I have been any body but my felf ! 
ny thing but a Man! and in any Condition 
ent my own ! for there was norhing did pals 
ore frequently over my Mind, than that it 
wn: impoſſible for me to be forgiven my 
ranſgreflion, and to be ſaved from Wrath 
Come. 

150. And now began I to labour to call a- 
ain Time that was paſt; wiſhing a Thouſand 
non mes twice told, that the Day was yet to 
tur ome, when 1 ſhould be tempted to ſuch a 
n ! concluding with great Indignation, both 
gainſt my Heart, and ail Aflaults, how F 
ould rather have been torn in Pi ces, than 
en found a conſr ter th& eto. But, alas! theſe 
houghts, and Wiſhings, and Refolvings, 
ere now too late to help me; this Thought 
ad paſſed my Heart, God hath let me go, 
- chafWod J am fallen. Oh! thought I, hat 7s was 
ith me, as in Months paſt, as in the Days 
Dan ben * eee mel Ib 29. 2. 

gie 151, I hea again, being ſcath and unwil- 
e ng ro Periſh, | began to compare my Sin 
ich others, co (ee if I could find that any 
| thoſe that were ſaved, had done as | had 
Pia dae, So I confilered David's Adultery, 
d Murcher, and found them moit ius 
wi rimes; and thoſe too committed after Light 
d Grace recctved : Zut yet by co ſidering, 
at his Tranlgreiſions were on'y ſuch as 
non ere againſt che Law of Moſes 3 from which 
De Lord Chriſt could, with the confent of 
ii Word, deliver him: But mine was againſt 
D 2 Goſpelʒ 
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| Goſpel; yea, againſt the Mediator therec 
J had ſold my Saviour, 

152. Now again, ſhould 1 be as if racks 
upon the Wheel, when I conſidered, thy 
beſides the Guilr that pe ſſeſſed me, I ſhoulf 
be fo void of Grace, fo bewitched. What 
thought I, muſt it be no Sin but this? Mu 
it needs be the great Tran ſgreſſion? Pſalm I, 
13. Muſt that wicked one touch my Scul} 
1 John 5. 18. Oh, what Sting did J find i 
all theſe Sentences ! 

153. What thought I, is there but one $i 
that is unpardonable ? But one Sin that lay: 
eth the Soul without the reach oft God; 
Mercy; and muſt I be guilty of that? Muk 
It needs be that ? Is there but one Sin among 
ſo many Millions of Sins, for which there! 
no forgiveneſs ; and muſt ] commit this 7 Oh 
unhappy Sin! Oh, unhapry Man! Thek 
things would ſo break and confound my Sp 
rit, that I could not tell what to do; Ithought 
at times, they would have broke my Wits; 
and ſtill, to aggravate my Miſery, that woull 
run in my Mind, Tou know how that aftermed, 
when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, i 
was rejected. Oh ! none know the Terrors 
theſe Days but my ſelf. 

154. After this 1 began to conſider of N 
ter s Sin, which he committed in denying hi 
Maſter: And indeed, this came nigheſt i 
mine, of any that 1 could find, for he bl 
denied his Saviour, as I, after Lighr and Me 
cy received; yea, and that too, after War 
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ing given him. I alſo conſidered, that he did 
t once and twice; and that, after time ra 
onder betwixt. But though I pur all theſe 

i-cumſtances together, that, if poſſible, I 
iht find heip, yer I conſidered again, that 
is was but 4 Denial of his Maſter, but mine 
25, 4 Selling of my Saviour. Wherefore [ 
bought wich my ſelf, that I came nearer to 
, udas, than either ro David or Peter. 

155. Here again my Torment would flame 
put and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, 
sit were to Powder, to conſider the Pieſer- 
ation of God towards others, while 1 fell 
nzo the Snare ; for in my thus conſidering 
pf other Men's Sins, and comparing of them 
vith mine own, I could evidently fee, God 
reſerved them, notwuhftanding their Wic- 
tedneſs, and would nor let them, as he had 
xr me, become a Son of Perdition: 

155, Bur, Oh, how did my Soul at this 
Ime prize the Preſervation that God did fer * 
bout his People! Ah, how ſafely did I lee 
em walk, whom God bad h:dged in: They 
ere wichin his Care, Protection and ſpecial 
Irovidence : Though they were full as bad as 
> by Nature; yer becaule he loved them, he 
oald not fatter the:n to fall without the 
ange of Mercy : But as for me, I was gone, 
had done ic; he would not preferve me, 
0: keep me; bur ſuffered me, becauſe I was 
q Reprubare, to fall as I dad done, Now did 
ole blelſed Places, that ſpeax of Gol's 
deping his People, ſhine like the Sun before 
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me though not to comfort me, yer to ſhe 
me the bleſſed State and Heritage of th 
whom the Lord had bleſſed. 

157. New I ſaw, that as God had his Ran 
in all Provicences and Diſpenſations tha 
overrook his Ele ; ſo he had his Hand in a 
the Temptations that they had to ſin again 
him; not to animzre them ro Wickednellf 
buc to chuſe their Temptations and Troubk 
for them; and alſo to leave them, for a tim 
to foch things only tbat might nat deſtiq 
but humble them; as might not pur then 
beyond, but lay them in the Way of the n 
newing his Mercy, Bur, Oh, what Low 
what Care, what Kipdneſs and Mercy did 
now lee, mixing it ſelf with the moſt ſevet 
and dreadin! of ail God's Ways to his Peopt 
He would let David, Hez-kiah, Solomn 
Peter, and others fall, but he would not | 
them fail into Sin unpardonable, nor im 
He'l tor Sin. Oh! thought I, theſe be tl 
Men that God hath loved; theſe be the Me 
that God, though he chaſtiſerh them, kee 
them in Safety by him; and them whom | 
makes to abide under the Shadow of the 
mighty. But all theſe Thoughts added Sit 
row, Grief and Horror to me, as whateW 
I now thought on, it was Killing to me, | 
I phought how God kept his own, that * 
killing ro me; if I thought of how I v 
fallen my ſelf, that was kil'ing to me. ASH 
things wrought together for the beſt, and! 
do good to them that were the called, ace 
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ing to his Purpoſe; ſo 1 thought that all 
things wrought for Damage, and for my eter: 
na] Overthrow. : 

153, Then again I began to compare my 
in with the Sin of Fudas, that, if poſſible, 
might find if mine differed from that which, 
in truth, is unpardonable : And, Oh! thought 

Il if it ſhou'd differ from it, though bur the 
breadth of an Hair, what an happy Condit. 
on is my Soul in, and by conſidering, 1 found 
har Fudas did this intentionally, but mine 
was againſt my Prayer and Strivings ; beſides 
his was committed with much Deliberation, 
but mine is a fearful Hurry, on a ſudden; all 
this while I was toſſed to and fro, like the 
Locuſt, and and driven from Trouble to Sor- 
Tow ; hearing always the found of Eſau's Fall 
in mine Ears, and of the dreadful Conſe. 
quences thereof, 

159. Vet this Conſideration about Judas 
is Sin was, for a while, me little relief to 
e; for I ſaw I had not, as to the Circum- 
ances, tranſgreſſed ſo fully as he. But this 
vas quickly gone again, for 1 thought with. 
y lelf, there might be more Ways than one 
commit this unpardonable Sin; atfo I 
bought that there might be Degrees of that, 
s well as of other Tranlgreſſions; where- 
ore, for ouhgr I yer could perceive, this Ini- 
uity of mine might be ſuch, as might never 
e paſſed by. 

160. I was often now aſhamed, tha: I ſhould. 
de like ſich ad ugly Man 2s Juda,: I thought 

| A allo- 
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alſo how. loathſe me I ſhould be unto all H 
Saints in ihe Day of Judgment: Inſomuch 
that row | could ſcarce fee a good Man, thy 
believed had a good Conſcience, bur 1 ſhoulf 
feet my Heart tremble at him, while I wag jj 
his Preſence. Oh! now I ſaw a Glory n 
walking with God, and what a Mercy it wx 
to have a good Conſcience before him. 
161, | was much about that time tempted 
to Contempt my felf, by receiving ſome talk 
Opinion; as, That there ſnould be no fad 
thing as a Day of judgment, I hat we ſhou! 
not riſe. again, and, That Sin was no ſuch gti ei 
vous thing; the Tempter tvggefting thus, f 
if theſe things ſhould indeed be true, yet to bt 
licve otherwiſe, would yield you eaſe for the n 
ſent. If yeu muſt gets never torment you 
ſelf ſo much before hand; drive the Thoughts o 
Damning out of your Mind, by poſſeſſing you 
Mind with ſome ſuch Concluſions, that Atheilt 
and Ranrers uſe to help themſelves withal. 
162. Bur, Oh! when ſuch Thoughts han 
led through my Heart, how, as it were, will 
in a ſtep, hath Death and Judgment beenit 
my View! Methought the Judge ſtood at thi 
Door, 1 was as if I come already; ſo tha 
ſuch thiags could have no Entertainment. But 
methink, I ſee by this, that Satan will ut 
any Means, to keep the Soul from Chriſt ep: 
he loveth not an awakened frame of Spirit Her 
Security, Blindneſs, Darkneſs and Error, i: 
the very Kingdom and Habitation of the WU 
ked One. pl 
2 163. 
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173. J found it a hard Work now to pray 
to God, becauſe Deſpair was ſwallowing me 
up; I chought I was as with a Tempeſt, driven 
ray from God, for always when | cried ro 
God for Mercy, this would come in, Tig r03 
late, am /oft, God hath let me fall; not to 
my Correction, but my Condemnation : My Sin 
js unpardonable ; and I know, cmcerning Eſau, 
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pte ov at after he had fold his Birth right, be 
taller-ou/d have receiv:d the Bleffing, but was 1e- 
fuchMjc#:d. About this Time I d1d light on that 
1ou(Merczdful Story of that miſerable Mortal Fran- 


grie Me: Hira; a Book that was to my troubled 
s, Spirit, as Salt, when rubbed into a frefſi 
0 Wound; every Sentence in that Book, every 
ron of that Man, with all the reft of his 
zo Actions in his Griefs, as his Tears, his 
ve: rrayers, his gnaſhing of Teeth, his wring- 
yung of Hands, his twiſting, and languithing, 


nel Wnd pining away under that mighty Hand 


ff God that was upon him, were as Knives, 


havWnd Daggers in my Soul; efpecially that Sen- 

witWence of His was frightſul to me, Afan knows 

en uh. beginning of Sin, but who bounds the Iſues 

it eber? Then would the former Sentence, 

= as the Concluſon of all, fall like an hot 
ut 


hunderbolt again upon my Conſcience ;. 
Wir you hnow how that afterwards, when be 
would have inherited the Bleſſing, be was re- 
eRed ; for he found no place of Repentance,thiugh 
e ſought it carefully with Tears. | 
164. Then ſhould I be ſtruck into a very 
reat Trembling, inſomuch that at ſomc- 
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times] cou'd, for whole Days together, fe 
my very B.dy, as well as my Mind, to thak 
aud rotter under the ſenſe of this dreadk 

Judgment of God, that ſhould fall on tha 
that have finned that moſt fearful and unpy 
donable Sin, I felt alſo ſuch a clogging ar 
hear at my S omach, by reaſon of this n 
Terror. that I was, eſpecial y at ſometime oi ®"' 
if my Breaſt- bone would ſplit aſunder ; the 
T though: concerning that of Judas, Who by h 
Falling headlong burſt aſunder, and all b.: Bm 
els guſhed out, Acts 1. 

165. I fearcd alſo that this was the Mat 
that God did ſet on Cain, even continual Fe 
and Trembling, under the heavy Load 
Guilt, that he had charged on him for th 
Blood of his Brother Abel. Thus did 1 wind 
and twine, and ſhrink, under the Burthen thai 
was upon me; which Burthen alſo did ſo ꝙ 
pre's me, that I could neither ſtand nor g 
nor lie, either at reſt or quiet. 

166. Vet that Saying, would ſometime 
come to Mind, He hath received Gifts for th 
R-b-1/50us, Pfal 63. 18. The Rebellious, though 
1, Why, ſurely they are ſuch as once were ut 
der Subjection to their Prince, even thoſe who 
after they have ſworn Subjection to his Gorem 
ment, have taken up Arm againſt him; au 
this, thought I, is my very Condition: I ons 


loved him, feared him, ſerved him; but now h 
Tama Rebel; 1 have fold him, I have fat 4 


Let him go if be will; but yet he has Gifts fu 
Rebels, and then why nat for me ? . 
| s 167 
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167. This ſometime | thought on, and 
ſhould labour to rake hold thereof, that ſome, 
though ſmall, Refreſhment, might have been 
conceived by me; but in this alſo I miſſed of 
my Deſire, I was driven with Force beyond 
i, [ was like a Man going to Execution, even 
by that Place where he would fain creep in 
and hide himſelf, bur may not. | 
168. Again, after I had thus conſidered the 
Sins of the Saints in particular, and found 
mine went beyond them, then I began to 
think with my ſelf, ſet the Caſe I ſhould put 
all theirs together, and mine. aline againſt 
them, might J not then find Eacoaragement | 
For if mine, though bigger than any one, yet 
ſhould be but equal to all then there is hopes; 


for that Blood al thei hah enough in it 


to waſh away all rheirs, hath Virtue enough 
Jin it to "ou away mine, though this: one be 
full as big. iH Hot bigger than all theirs: Here 
again, I ſhould conſider the Sin of David, of 
Solomon, of Manaſſeh, of Peter, and the reſt: 
of the great Offenders ; and ſhould alſo labour, 
what J might with fairneſs, to aggravate and 
heighten their Sins by feveral Circumſtances. 
169. I ſhould think with my ſelf that Da- 
em vid ſhed Blood to cover his Adultery, and that 
au by the Sword of the Children of Ammon; a 
el Work that could not be done, but by Con- 
non trivance, which was a great Aggravation to 
id his Sin, But then this would turn upon me: 
Ah! but theſe were but Sins againſt che Law, 
tom which there was à Jeſus ſent to ſave 
67 them; 
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them; but Yours is a Sin againſt the Saviou Ml a0 
and who ſhall ſave you from that? | 

170. | hen ! thought on Selcmen, and hoy 
he lianned in loving Sirange Women, in fx, 
ling away to their Idcls, in building then ge 
Temples, in doing this after Light, in hi Tu 
Old Age, after great Mercy received: By 
the ſame Concluſion that cut me off in t +, 
former Conſideration, cut me off as to th bu 
namely, that all thoſe were but Sins againkMl t. 
the Law for which God bad provided a hee. 
medy; but I had ſeld my Saviour, and then 
rem: ined no more Sacrifice for Sin. . 

171. | would then add to theſe Men's Sim A, 
the Sins of Mnaſſeb! how that he built al 
tars for Idols in the Houſe of the Lord; he 
alſo obſerved Times, uſed Inchantmentrs, had 
to do wich Wizards, was a Wizard, bad hi 
Famüliar Spirits, burned his Children in the 
Fire in Sacrifice to Devils, and made tie Street 
of Feruſalem run down with the Blood of lu 
nocents. Theſe thought IJ, are great Sins, Sins 
of a bloody Colour, but yet it would tum 
again upon me. They are none of them of thi 
Nature of yours ; you have parted with Jeſus, yl 
have ſold your Savicur, 

172. This one Conſideration would always 
kill my Heart, My Sin was point blank again 
my Seviour; and that too, at that heighth 
that I had in my Heart ſaid of him, Let bin 
go if he will. Oh; methoughts, this Sin wa 
bigger than the fins of a Country, cf a King 
dom, or of the whole World, zo one par 
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donable, nor all of them rogerher, was able 
i ro equal mine; mine outwent them every 
O one. 
fa. 173 Now I ſhould find my Mind to flee 
hen from God, as from the Face of a dreadful 
uu judge; yer this was my Torment, I could 
not elcape his Hand: (lt 7s a fearful thing to 
te J into the Hands of the Living God, Heb. 10) 
hu; Pur, bleſſed be his Grace, that Scripture, in 
aki hf: flying Fits, would call, as running af- 
be ter me, I have blotred out, as a thick Cloud, thy 
here 7; an /orefſioins 5 and as 4 Cloud, thy Sins: * 
Wt? unto me, for [ have redeemed thee, IIa. 
Sim 4.4. 22. This, I ſay, would come in upon my 
AMY Mind, when I was fleeing from the Face of 
Gcd; for I did flee from his Face, that is, 
my Mind and Spirit fled before him; by rea- 
ſon cf his Highneſs, 1 could not endure: 
Then would the Text cry, Return unto me; 
it would cry aloud with a very great Voice, 
Return unto me, for T have redeemed thee, In- 
deed, this would make me make a little ſtop, 
and, as it were, look over my Shoulder behind 
me, to ſee if | conld diſcern that the God of 
Grace did follow!me with a Pardon in his 
Hand, but I could no ſconer do that, but all 


wan curd be clouded and darkned again by chat 

ain demence, For you know, how that afterwards, 

nch, When he would have inherited t he Bleſſing, be 

bin und no place of Repertance, theugh he ſought 

| WAS carefully with Tears, Wherefore 1 could 
ding: ot refrain, but fled, though ar ſometimes it 

4k ted, Return, Return, as it did hollow after 
4095 
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me: But I fearcd ro cloſe in therewith, leſt it 
ſhould not come from God; but that other, i | 

I ſaid was ſtill ſounding in my Conſcience, u 
you know that afterward, when he would han 
inherited the Bleſſing be was rejeRed, &c. |; 
174. Once as | was walking to and fro in 

a good Man's Shop, beinoaning of my ſelf int 
my fad and doleful State, afflicting my fell ; 
with Self abhorrence for this wicked and un. ; 
godly Thought; lamenting alſo this hard , 
Hap of mine, for that I ſhould commit ol ;; 
great a Sin, greatly fearing I ſhould not bel ;, 
rardoned ; praying alſo in my Heart, that it i 
this Sin of mine did differ from that againſt 1 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord would ſhew it me v 
And being now ready to fink with Fear, (ud h 
denly there was, as if there had ruſhed in a 1 
the Window, the Noiſe of Wind upon me, cc 
but very pleaſant, and as if I heard a Voice (y 
ſpeaking, Didſt ever refuſe to be juſtified by the m 
Blood of Chriſt : And withal my whole Lie v 
of Profeſſion paſt, was in a Moment opened i p. 
to me, wherein I was made to ſee, that de B 


fignedly I had not: So my Heart anſwered I k. 
groaningly, No. Then fell, with Power, tha . 
Word of God vpon me, See that ye refuſe nit Ml 1 
him that ſpeaketh, Heb. 12, 25. This made all 
a ſtrange Seizure upon my Spirit, it brought] Ju 
Light with it, and commanded a Silence in tic 
my Heart, of all thoſe tumultuous Thoughts WM th 
that before did uſe, like Maſterleſs Hell- hound of 
to Roar and Bellow, and make an bideow be 
Noiſe within me. It ſhewed me alſo rel it 
| ell 
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jeſus Cbriſt had yer a Word of Grace and 
Mercy for me, that he had nor, as I had 
feared, quite forſaken and caſt off my Soul; 
yea, this was a kind of Check for my prone- 


neſs to Deſperation ; a kind of threatening 


of me, if I did, notwithſtanding my Sins, and 


the heinouſneſs of them, venture my Salva- 


tion upon the Son of God. But as to my 
determining about this ſtrange Diſpenſation, 
what it was, I know not; or from whence 
ir came, I know not; I have not yet in 
twenty Years time to make a judgment of 
it, I thought then here what I ſhould be lanth to 
ſjea, But verily that ſudden ruſhing Wind 
was, as if an Angel had come upon me, but 
both ir, and the Salvation, I will leave until 


the Day of Jodgment ; only this I ſay, it 


commanded a great Calm in my Soul, it per- 
ſwaded me there might be Hope: Ir ſhewed: 
me as I thought, what the Sin unpardonable 
was, and that my Sonl had yer the bleſſed 
Priviledge to flee to Jeſus Chrift for Mercy. 
Bur I tay, concerning this Diſpenſation ; I 
know nor what yet to fay unto it; which 
was: alſo, in Truth, tbe Cauſe, that at firſt 
I did: not ſpeak of it in the Book; I do now 
alſo leave ir to be thought on by Men of ſound. - 
judgment. I lay not the ſtreſs of my Salva- 
tion thereupon, but upon the Lord Jeſus, in 


| the Promile ; yet ſeeing I am here unfolding 


of my ſecrer things, I thought it might not 
be altogether inexpedient to let this alſo ſhew- 
i lei, though I cannot now relate the Matter 
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as there I did experience it. This laſted in the 
Sayour of it, fer about three cr, tour Days, 
and then | began ro Miſtruſt, and ro Deſpair 
again. 

175, Wherefore ſti l my Life hung in doubt 
be fore me, not knowing which Way 1 ſhoull 
tip, only this J toand my Soul define, even to 
caſt it ſelf at the Foot of Grace, by Prayer 
and Supplication. Bur Oh ! 'twas hard for 
me now, to have the Face to Pray to this 
Chriſt for Mercy, againſt whom I had thus 
vilely finned: Twas hard Work, I ſay, tv 
offer to look him in the Face, againſt whom 
T had fo vilely finned ; and indeed, I have found 
it as difficult to come to God by Prayer, af. 
ter Back- ſliding from him, as to do any other 
things. Ch, the Shame that did now attend 


me! efpeciaily when I thought, I am now a 


oing to pray to him tor Mercy, that 
I. had. fo lightly eſteemed but a while be- 


| fore! I was aſhamed; yea, even confound- 


ed, becauſe this Villany had been' com- 
mitted by me: Bur I ſaw that there was 


but one Way with me, I mult go to him and 
humble my ſelf unro him, and beg that he, 


of his wonderful Mercy, would ſhew Piry to 
me, and have Mercy upon my wretched fin: 


ful Soul. | 


176. Which, when the Temprer percei- 
ved, he ſlrongly ſuggeſted ro me, That I ought 
not to pray to God, fer Prayer was not for ail. 
in my Caſe, neither could it do me good, becauſt 


I bad rejected the Mediator, by whom all Prayent: 


cane 
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came with Acceptance to God the Father; and 
without whem, no Prayer could come into his 
Preſence: Wherefore now to Pray, 1s but to add 
Sin to Sin; yea, now to pray, ſeeing God has 
caft you off, is the nent May to Anger and Of- 
fend him more than you ever did before, 

177. For God (fairh he) hath been weary of 
you fer theſe ſeveral Tears already, becauſe you 
are none of his; your Bawlings in his Ears, 
have been no pleaſant Voice to him, and therefore 
be let you ſin in this Sin, that you might be quite 
cut e and will you pray ſtill > This the Devil 
prged, and ſet forth that in Numbers, when 
Meſes (aid to the Children of Tſraet, That be- 
cauſe they would not go up to Peſſeſi to the Land, 
when God would have them, therefore for ever 
he did Bar them cut from thence, though they 
aged they might with Tears, Numb. 14. 36, 
37, Ge. 

178. As tis ſaid in another Place, Exod. 21. 
14, The Man that ſins preſumptuouſly ſhall be 
taken from God's . Altar, that he may die ; even 
as Faccb was by King Solomon, when he thought 
to find Shelter there, 1 Kings 2. 27, 28, Ge. 
Theſe Places did Pinch me very ſore ; yet my 
Caſe being Deſperate ; I thought with my 
ſelf, I can bur die; and if it muſt be ſo, it 
ſal once be ſaid, That ſuch an one died at the 
Foot of Chriſt in Prayer. This I did, but with 
great Difficulty, God doth know; and that 
becauſe, together with this, till that Saying 
about Eſau would be fer at my Heart, even 
uke a Flaming Sword, to keep the Way of 


the 
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the Tree of Life, leſt I ſhould rake there 
and live. Oh! who knows how hard a thing 


I found it, to come to God in Prayer? 


179. I did alſo deſire the Prayers of iht 
People of God for me, but I feared that Ga 
would (give them no Heart to do it; yea, | 
tremble in my Soul to think, that ſome a 
other them would ſhortly tell me, that Gad 
hath ſaid thoſe Words to them, that he once 
did ſay to the Prophet, concerning the Chil. 
dren of Iſrael, Pray not for this People, for | 
have rejected them, Jer. 11. 14. So, Pray nd 
for him, for I have rejected him, Yea, I thought 
that he had whiſpered this to ſome of them 
already, only they durſt not tell me ſo; nei- 
ther durſt I ask them of it, for fear it ſhould 


Be fo, it would make me quite beſides my 


ſelf: Man knows the beginning of Sin (laid 
Spira) but who bounds the Iſſues thereof 
180. About this time I took an Opport 
nity to break my Mind to an antient Chrilt 
an, and told him all my Caſe: I rold hin 


alſo, that I was afraid that 7 had finned the 


Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and he told me 
He thought ſo too. Here therefore I had but 
cold Comfort; but talking a little more with 
him, I found him, though a good Man, 4 
Stranger to much Combat with the Devil 
W berefore I went to God again, as well as 
could, for Mercy ſtill. ; 
18 1. Now alf> did the Temper begin to 


Mock me in my Miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing 


1 bad thus parted with the Lord Feſus, al 
| F 7 


Ne 
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prevoked him to Diſpleaſure, who would have flood 
between my Soul and the Flame of devouring Fire, 
there was now but one Way, and that was, Lo 
pray that God the Father would be a Media- 
tor betwixt his Son and me, That we might be 
reconciled again, and that I might have that 
b:ſſedBenefitin him, that his bleſſed Saints enjoyed, 

182. Then did that Scripture ſeize upon 
my Soul, He is of one Mind, and who can turn 
him? Oh! I ſaw, *rwas as eaſy to perſwade 
him to make = New World, a New Cove- 
nanr, or New Bible, beſides that we have al- 
ready, as to pray for ſuch a thing. This was 
to perſwade him, that what he had done al- 
ready, was meer Folly, and perſwade him to 
alter; yea to diſanul the whole Way of Sal- 
ration: And then would that Saying rend my 
Soul aſunder, Neither it there Salvation in any 
other ; for there is none other Name under Hea- 
ven, given among Men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved, Acts 4. 12. 

183. Now the free, and fully, and gracious 
Words of the Goſpel, were the greateſt 
Torment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, 
as the Thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, the Remem- 
brance of a Saviour; becauſe I had. caſt him 
off, brought forth the Villany of my Sia, and 
my Loſs by it, to Mind; nothing did twinge 
my Conſcience like this: Every thing that I 
thought of the Lord Jeſus. of his Grace, 
Love, Goodneſs, Kindneſs, Gentleneſs Meek- 
nels, Death, Blood, Promiſes and bleſſed Ex- 
hortations, Comforts and Conſolations, it 
went 
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went to my Soul like a Sword; for till, und 
theſe my Conſiderations of the Lord Jef, 
theſe Thoughts would make Place for them. 
felves in my Heart; A, this is the Feſus, the 
leving Saviour the Son of Ged, whom you hay 
parted with, whem you have have ſlighted, deſpiſe 
and abuſed: This is the only Saviour, the oy WI” 
Saviour, the only Redeemer, the only one thu MY” * 
could ſo love Sinners, as to Waſh them fn 
their Sins in his own moſt precicus Blood ; bu" 
on have no Part nor Lot in this Feſus, u 
have put him frcm you, you have ſaid in u 
Heart. Let him go it he will. Now ther- 
fore your are ſevered from him; you have ſeve. 
red your ſelf from him: Behod then his God. 
neſs, but your ſelf to be no partaker ef it. Oh, 
thought I, What have I loft | what have! 
parted with! what has diſinherited my poor 
Soul! Oh! tis fad to be deſtroyed by the 
Grace and Mercy of God; to have the Lamb, 
the Saviour, turn Lion and Deſtroyer, Rev, 6; 
J alſo trembled, as I have ſaid, at the fight of 
the Saints of God, eſpecially at thoſe tha Wb 
greatly loved him, and that made it their 
Buſineſs to walk continually with him in this 
World; for they did, both in their Word) 
their Carriages, and all their Expreſſions of 
tenderneſs and Fear to Sin againſt their pre 
cious Saviour, condemn, lay guilt upon, and H 
alſo add conrinual Affliction and Shame uno et 
my Soul, The Dread of them was upon mt, 
and Itrembled at God's Samuels, 1 Sam. 164. 


184 
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184. Now alſo the Tempter began afreſh 
o Mock my Soul another Way, ſaying, That 
briſt indeed did pity my Caſe, and was ſerry 
lr my Leſs; but feraſmuch as I. had finned and 
ranſareſſed, as I had done, te could by no 
leans help me, nor ſave me from what I feared ; 
w my Sin was ne: of the Nature of thears , 
tr whom he bled and died; neither was it 
wnted with theſe that were laid to his Charge 
when be hanged on a Tree: Therefore, unleſs be 
ſhould. come down from Heaven, and die a-new 
or this Sin, though indeed he did greatly 57 
ne, yet I could have no benefit cf him. Theſe 
hings may ſeem Ridiculous to others, even 
$ Ridiculous as they were in themſelves, bur 
ome they were moſt tormentiang Thoughts; 
very of them augmented my Miſery 
thar Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have ſo much Love 
vs to pity me, when yet he could not help me, 
or did I think that the Reaſon why he could 
not help me, was, becauſe his Merits were 
veak, or his Grace and Salvation ſpent on 
thers already, but becauſe his Faithfulneſs 
bo his Threatenings, would not let him extend 
his Mercy to me. Beſides, I thought as I 
ave already hinted, that my Sin was not 
thin the Bounds of that Pardon, that wats 
rapped up in a Promiſe ; and if not, then I 
new ſurely, that it was more eaſie for Hea- 
en and Earth to paſs away, than fo me to 
ave Eternal Life. So that the ground of all 
beſe Fears of mine, did ariſe from 2 ſtedfaſt 
delief that I had of the Stability of 3 
| Wor 


| Word of God, and alſo from my being mil. 


Work of Man's Redemption was yet to be 


 Chrift being raiſed from the Dead, dieth m 
more, Death hath no more Dominion over him, 


| faults of the Tempter, was my Saul like 4 


— 2 „ eatvaryer oo 
— 2 


ſometimes upon the Covenant of Works, and 
ſometimes to wiſh that the New Covenant, 


was as thoſe that joſtle againſt the Rock; 


Terrors, that are affected by a thorow Ah. 
plication of Guilt, yielding to Deſperation! 
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informed of the Nature of my Sin. 

183. Bur, Ou! how this would add to my 
Affliction, ro conceit that I ſhould be guilty 
of ſuch a Sin, for which he did not dye, 
Theſe Thoughts did ſo confound me, and im. 
priſon me, and tie me up from Faith, thal 
knew nor what to do: But Oh! thought], 
that he would come down again! Oh tharthe 


done by Chriſt ! How would I pray him, and 
intreat him; to count and reckon this Sin a 
mong the reſt for which he died! bur thi 
Scripture would ſtrike me down as dead; 


Rom. 6. 9 
185. TI'bus, by the ſtrange and unuſal A.. 


broken Veſſel, driven as with the Winds, and 
toſſed ſometimes headlong into Deſpair; 


and the Conditions thereof, might ſo far fonh 
as I thought my ſelf concerned, be turned ano. 
ther Way, and changed. But in all theſe, 1 


more broken, feattered and rent. Ob, the un. 
thought of Imaginations, Frights, Fears, and 


This is the Man that hath his Dwelling ama 
the Tombs with the Dead; that is always v 


2 


* 
- 
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ng out, and cutting bimſe F with Stones, Mark 
. 1, 2, 3, But I Hay, all in vain; Deſperati- 
1 will not comfort bim, the Old Covenant 
ill not ſave him: Nay, Heaven and Earth 
ball paſs away, before one, Jot or Title of 
de Word and Law of Grace will fail or 
e removed. This I ſaw, this | felr, and un- 
lr this I groaned ; yer this Advantage I got 
ereby, namely, a farther Confirmation of 
he certainty of the Way of Salvation, and 
hat the Scriptures were the Word of God. 
Dh! 1 cannot now expreſs what then I ſaw 
nd felt, of the ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
he Rock of Man's Salvation: What was 
one could not be undone, added to, nor al- 
red. I ſaw, indeed, that Sin might drive 
> Soul beyond Chriſt, even the Sin which is 
npardonable; bur woe to him thai was ſo 
tiven, for the Word would ſhut him our. 
187. Thus was I alway finking, whatever 
did think or do. So one Day I walked to 
Neighbouring Town, and far down upon a 
eule in the Street, and fell into a very deep 
auſe, about the moſt fearful State my Sin 
d brought me to; and after long muſing, 1 
ited up my Head, but methought I ſaw, as 
the Sun that ſhineth in the Heavens did 

dge to give Light. And as if the very 
tones in the Street, and Tiles upon the Hou- 
s, did bend themſelves againſt me; me- 
ought that they all combined together, to 
nin me our of the World; I was abhorred 
chem, and unfit to dwell among them, — 


4 * 
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be partaker of their Benefits, becauſe I hi ard 
finned againſt the Saviour. Oh, how hape 
now was every Creature over 1 was! Fy 
they ſtood faſt, and kept their Station, but] 
was gone and loſt. k 
188. Then breaking out in the Birrerne{ 
of my Soul, I ſaid ro my Soul, with a ris 
vous Sigh, How can God comfort ſuch a Wretch: 
I had no ſooner laid it, but this returned up 
on me, as an Eccho doth anſwer a Voice 
This Sin is not unto Death. At which 1 wy 
as if I had been raiſed out of the Grave, ani 
cried our again, Lord, how couldſt thou fil 
out ſuch a Word as this ? For I was filled with 
Admiration at the Fitneſs, and at the Uner 
pectedneſs of the Sentence, rhe fitneſs of the 
Word; the rightneſs of the timing of i 
the Power, and Sweerne(s, and Light, and 
Glory, that came with ic alſo, was marvel 
lous ro me to find, I was now, for the time 
out of Doubt, as to that, about which I f 
much was in Doubt before, my Fears befor 
were, that my Sin was not pardonable, ant 
ſo that I had no right to pray, to repent, &: 
or that if I did, it would be of no Advantage 
or Profit to me, But now, thought I, if % 
Sin is not unto Death, then it is pardonable} 
therefore from this I have Encouragement 
come to God by Chrift for Mercy, to conl 
der the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs, as that waid 
ſtands with open Arms to receive me, as wel 
as others. This therefore was a great Cals 
ment to my Mind, to wit, thas my Sin wi 
; pay 
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I berdonable, that it was not the Sin unto 1 
api eath, ( 1 Fehn 5. 16,17.) None but thoſe 
e know What my Trouble (by their own 38 
bor Experience) was, can tell what Relief came. 
to my Soul, by this Conſideration: It was a 
rneſlReleaſe ro me from my former Bonds, and 4 
gti belter from my former Storms: I ſeemed 
now ro ſtand upon the ſame Ground "with 
cher Sinners, and to have as good Right to 
the Word and Prayer às any of they. 
89. Now I ſay, I was in hope that my 
zin was not unpardonable, but that there 
might be hopes for me to obtain Forgiveneſs, 
Bur, Oh, how Satan did now lay about bim, 
for to bing me down again! But he could b 
no Means do it, neither this Day nor the moſt 
part of the next, for this Sentence ſtood like 
a Mill-poſt ar my Back: Yer towards the 
Evening of the next Day, I felt rhis Word 
begin to leave me, and to withdraw its Supe 
portation from me, and fo I returned to my 
od Fears again, but with a great deal of 
Grodeing and Peeviſhneſs, for Þ feared the 
Sorrow of Deſpair 3 nor could my Faith now. 
long retain this Word. : 
9 Bur rhe next Day at Evening, being 
un er many Fears, I went to ſeek the Lord, 
an has I prayed, I cried, and my Soul cried 
io him in theſe- Words, with ſtrong Cries 
Oord, I beſeech thee ſhew me, that thou ha. 
ell me wich everlaſting Love, Jer. 3 r. 3. 
no ſooner ſaid it, but with Sweetneſs this 
rn upon me, as an Eccho, er ſounding 
f again, 


—— 2 


Word; from which 1 had alſ>. for fever{ 


was made out unto me. IV ved thee whilſi thy 
wat committing this Sin, I loved thee befin, 
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again, 1 have loved thee with an everleſtin 
Love, Now I went to Bed in quict : a 
when I awaked the next Morning, it wy 
freſh upon my Soul; and 1 believed ir. 
191. Bur yet the Tempter left me not, h 
it could not be ſo little as an Hundred tine 
that he, that Day did Labour to break ny 
Peace. Ob, the Combats and Conflicts that 
did then meer with, as [ ſtrove to hoid by th 
Word, That of Eſau would fly. in my Fax 
like Lightning: I ſhould be ſometimes up ani 
down twenty times in an Hour; yet G«d di 
bear me out, and keep my Heart upon thi 


Days together, very much Sweetne {s, ani 
comfortable hopes (f Pardon: For thus 


4 loved thee ſtill, avd will love thee for ever. 
192. Yet I ſaw my Sin melt Barbarous, ane 


aà filthy Crime, and could not but conciucel , 


with great Shame and Aſtoniſnment, hat! 
bad horridly abuſed the Holy Son of God 
wherefore I f@r my Soul greatly ro love an 
pity him, and my Boweis to yearn tou ati 
him; for I ſaw he was flill my Friend 
and did reward me Good for Evil; yea, the 
I ove and Affection that then did burn w1.hu 
to my Lord and Saviour jeſus Chtiſt, dg 
work at this time, ſuch a ſtrong and hot De 
fire of Revengement upon ny ſelf, for th 
Abuſe J had done unto him, that, to ſ:eak# 
1 then thought, had I a thouſand Gann 4 
0 
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goed within my Veins, I could freely then 
ve ſpilt it all, at the Command and Feet of 
s my Lord and Savionr. ; 

193. And as 1 was thus muſing, and in 
y Studies, conſidering how to love the Lord 


nd to expreſs my Love-to him, that Saying 
nme in upon me, I thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt 
hat] mark Iniquity, O Led, who ſhould ſtand 2 
. But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 
Act 


het be feared, Pſalm 130. 4. Theſe 
ere good Words to me, eſpecially the latter 
art thereof, to wit, that there is Forgiveneſs 
ith the Lord, that he might be feared ; 


vet hat is, as then underſtood it, that he might 
auge loved, and had in reverence ; for it waz thu; 
38 if 


ade out to me, That the great God did jir - li 
6 bigh an Eſteem upon the Love of his poor _ i 
reatures, that rather than he would go without "il 
beir Love, he would pardon their Tranſpref. 
ion. 9 

195. And now was that Word fulfilled on 
e, and I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſpal 
hey be aſha med and confounded, and never 9 
heir Mouth any more, becauſe of their ſhame, 
phen J am pacified towards them for all tha; 
bey have done, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 16, 
36. Thus was my Soul ar this time (and az 
then did think for ever) ſet ar Liberty fron 
Peng afflicted with my former Guilt ang 
\mazementT, 

195. But before many Weeks were gone, 
began to deſpond again, fearing, left, not 
ithſtanding all _ | had enjoyed, that 1 
| 2 


might 
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might be deceived and deftroyed at the if 
for this Conſideration came ſtrong into m 


Mind, That whatcoer Comfort and Peace fo 
thought I might have from the Nord of the H 
miſe of Life, yet unleſs there couid be found! 
my Refreſhment, a Comcomnrence and Agreemen 4 
in the Scripture, let me think what I will the ah 
of, and hold it never ſo faſt, I ſpould find it" 
ſuch thing at the end; fer the Scripture cannit 5 
be broken, John 10. 35. r 
196. Now began my Heart again to tell. © 
and tear | might meet with a Difapvointmen F | 
at laſt, Wherefore 1 began with all ſeriou 48 
neſs, ro examine my former Comforc, andulfi.. 
conficer whether one that had finncd as I hl.” 
done, might with Confidence truſt upon d * 
- Faithfuineſs of Gd, laid down in tha FE 
Words, by which I bad been comſorted, and 1 
on which I had leaned my ſelf: Bur now 5 
were bror ght to wy Mind, For it ig impeſſil mM | 
for theſe who were o en/ightned, and hint . 
taſted the Heaven Gift, and were made Pau no 
hers of the Hoh) Ghift, and have taſted th 5 
gord Ward of God, and the Powers of the m 
20 come, if the) fhall fall away, to renew then . 
again unto Refentance, Hub, 6. For, if we j 0 
wiifully, after we have received the KnowlehM,... 
of the Truth, there remains no mere Sac: if ” 
for Sin, but a certain fearful looking © for Wi... 
Judgment and ſiery Tndigration, which ſul W 
devour the Adverſaries, Heb. 10. Even 4s EU 
who for one morſe! of Meat, feld his Birthriglt VI 
For you know bow that afterwards, when MI 


eu 


to the Chief of Sinners, 91 
dull have inherited the Bleſſing, he was reſett- 


d, for he found no place of AD tho 


te Punkt it Carefully with Tears 


eb. 12. 


197. Now was the Word of the Goſpel 
[cd from my Soul; ſo that no Promiſe or 
ncouragement was 0 be found in the Bible 
oe me: And now would that Saying work 

pon my Spirtc to afflict me, Refoyce not, O 
lirael, for Foy as other People, Hoſea 9. 1. 
For | ſaw indeed, there was cauſe of rejoy- 
ng for thoſe that held to Jeſus; bur as for 
ne, I had cut my ſelf off by my Tranſgreſſi- 

ns, and left my ſelf neither Foot- hold, nor 
and-hold, among all the Stays and Props in 
ne precious Word of Life. 

198 And truly, I did now feel my ſelf to 
ak into a Gulf as an Houſe whoſe Founda- 
on is deſtroyed, I did Jiken my ſelf in this 
undition, un'o the Caſe of a Child that was 
zen into a Mill-pir, who though it could 
naive ſome ſhiſt to Scrabble and Spraul in the 

ater, ver becauſe it cou'd find neither hold 

r Hand nor Foot, therefore at laſt it muſt 
e in that Condition. So ſoon as this frefi 
ult had faſtened on my Soul, that Scrip- 
ure Came into my Heart, This for many 
Days, Dan. ro. 14. And indeed, J found ir 
as ſo; for I could not be delivered, nor 
rouphr to Peace again, until! well nigh two 
Lears and and half were compleatly finiſhed. 
Therefore theſe Words, though in them- 
tives, they rended. co Diſcouragement, yer 
E 3 to 
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to me, who feared this "Condition, would h 
Eternal, they were at ſometi mes as an he 
and refteſſ ment to me. 

166 For thought, 1 many Days are not & 
ever, many Dey, will have an end, the 
fore ſeeing J was to be afflicted not a fey 
but many Days, yet | was glad it was but f. 
many Days. Thur I ſay, 1 conld recall m 


ſelf ſometimes, and give my ſeit an bei 
for as ſoon as ever the Word came imo ni hun 
Mind, at firlt, I knew my Trouble woe 
be long, yer this would be but ſometine ore 
for I cuuld no: always think on this, nor et [ 
be helped by it, rhough 1 did. lo 

200. Now while theſe Scriprures lay be 2 
fire we, und laid din anew at my Door, thafW: : 
ſaying in Luke 18 1. with others, did his 


CUurzge me co Prayer: Inca che Tempi 
again laid at me very fore, ſuggeſting, The 
neither the Mercy of Ged, nor yet the Bload 
Chrift, did at all concern me, nor could th 
help me for my Sin; therefore it was but 
vain to pray. Yet thought l, I will pray, Bit 
(ſaid the Tempter,) your Sin is unpardonably 
ell, ſaid I, I will pray. *Tis to mo Boct, fail 
he, Yer, ſaid I, I will pray. So I went u 
Prayer to God; and while I was at Pray 
I uttered Words to this Effect, Lord, Sata 
tells me that neither thy Mercy, nor Chrill 
Blood, is ſufficient to ſave my Soul; Ld 
ſhall I honour thee moſt, by believing thou vil 
ane. canft 2 or bim, by lelieving thou * 
| 1 
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wilt nor cant? Lo d, I would fain honour 
thee, by believing thou wilt and canf, f 
201, And as | was thus before che Lord, 
thut Scriprure faſtened oa my Heart, [O Man 
rea! 55 thy Faith,] Mar, 15. 28. even as if one 
had clap'd me on the Back, as was on my 
Knees before God: Yer I was not able to be- 
eve this, that this was a Prayer of Faith, 
till almoſt fix Months after; for I could not 
hunk that I had Faich, or that there ſhould 
be a Word for me to act Faith on; ther-- 
fore [ ſhould Riil be, as ticking ia the Jaws 
f Deſperation, and went Mourniag up and 
own, in a fad Condition. 
202, There was no:hing now that I longed 
» more then to be put our of doubt, as to 
his thing in Queſtion and as I was vehe- 
ently defiring to know, if there was indeed 
dope for me, theſe Words came rolling into 
my Mind ? Will the Ld caft off for ever ? 
nd will he be favoura le no more ? Is bis Mer- 


t Wy celan gone for ever ? Doth- his Promiſe 
B for evermore ? Hath God forgotten to be 
arcs > Hath he in Anger ſhut up his 


ender Aercizs > Pſal, 77. 7, 8, 9. And all the 
While they run in my Mind, me thought! 
per fill chis as the Anſwer, Tis 4 queſtion whe- 
e, be bath or noz it may be he hath not. 
AU ca the Interrogarory ſeemed ro me, to car- 
y in it a ſure Affirmation that indeed he had 
ot, or would fo cat off, but would be fa- 
onrable : That his promiſe did not fail, and 
hat he hach not forgotten to be Gractous, nor 
E 4 would 
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would in Anger ſnut up tender Mercy : Some. 
thing allo there was upon my Heart at ade 
ſame time, which I now cannot call to Mind; 
which, with this Text, did ſweeten m 
Heart, and made me conclude, that his Mer. 
cy might not be quite gone, nor gone fu 
ever. 

203. At another time, I remembred, I wg 
again much under this Queſtion, ether th 
Blood of Chriſt was ſufficient 0 ſave my Soul? 
In which Doubt J continued, from Morning 
till about ſeven or eight at Nigbt; and at laß 
when I was, as it were, quite worn out with 
fear, left it ſhould not lay hold on me, thek 
Words did ſcund ſuddenly within my Hear, 
He is Able: But me thought, this Word 405 
was ſpoke loud unto me; it ſhewed a pre 
Word, it ſeemed to be writ in great Letters 
and give ſuch a joſtle to my Fear and Doubt 
( 1 mean, for the time it rarried with me, 
which was about a Day) as I never had from 
thar, all my Life, either before or after, Ho, 
7. 25. 

203. But one Morning as I was again 1 
Prayer, and trembling under the fear of this 
that no Word of God could help me, that piece 
of a Sentence darted in upon me, My Grun 
#s ſufficient. At this, methonght, I felt ſom 


ſtay, as if there might be hopes. Bur, Oh, 
how good a thing it is for God to ſend his 
Word ! for about a Fortnighr before, I wa 
Icoking on this very Place, and then I thougtt 
it could not come near my Soul with Comfor, 

therefor 


me. 
4be 
nd; 


3 


my 
Her. 
fu 


was 
* thy 
oul? 
ning 
lakt, 
A ith 
nele 
eat, 
1b! 
rex 
ters 
udt 
me, 
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therefore 1 threw down my Book in 4 Per* 
Then I thought it was nor large enough fot 
me; no not large enough; bur now it was 
a5 if it had Arms of Grace fo wide, that it 
could not only incloſe me, but many more 
bel} des. F 

205. By theſe Words I was ſuſtained, yer 
not wichour exceeding conflicts, for the ſpace 
of ſeven or eight Weeks; for my Peace 
would be in it, and out, ſomerimes twen- 
y times a- Day, Comfort now, and Trouble 
preſently ; Peace now, and before I could go 
a Furlong, as full of Fear and Guilr as ever 
Heart could hold: And this was not only 
row and then, but my whole ſeven Weeks 
Expcrience : For this about rhe Sufficiency of 
Grace, and that of Efau's parting with his 
Birth right, would be like a pair of Scales 
within my Mind, ſometimes one end would be; 
be uppermoſt, and ſometimes again the other; 
according to Which would be my Peace or 
Troubles. 

205. Therefore I did ſtill pray to God, that 
2 would come in with his Scripture more fully 


n my Heart; to wir, that he would help me to 


apply the whole Sentence, for as yet I could 
not : That he gave, that I gathered; bur fur- 
ther J could not go, for as yet it only helped 
e to hope there might be Mercy for me, 
My Grace is ſufficient : And though it came 
0 farther, it anſwered my former Queſtions ; 
d wit, that there was Hope; yer becauſe 
ir th:e, was left our, I was not contented 
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but prayed to God for that alſo. Wherefor, 
one Day, when [I was in a Meeting of God! 
People full of Sadneſs and Terror, for m 
Fears again were ſtrong upon me; and, a 
was now thinking, my Soul was never the 
better, but my Cale 1noft Sad and Fearfy, 
theſe Words did with great Power ſuddenly 
break in upon me; My Grace is ſufficient fa 
thee, My Grace is ſufficient fer thee, My Grice, 
i ſufficient for thee, three times rogether: 
And, Oh! methought that every Word wal... 
a mighty Word unto me; as my, and G 4, 
and ſufficient, and fr thee; they were the | 
and ſometimes are ſtill, far bigger than f 
thers be. 
207. A: which time my Underſtanding har 
ſo enlightened, that I was as though 1 had 
ſeen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven, 

| through the Tiles upon me, and direct the bot 
Words anto me. This ſent me mourning wr 
home, it broke my Heart, and filled me tulMho!; 
of Joy, and laid me low as the Duſt ; oni Hunt 
it ſtayed pot long with me, I mean in tin 
Glory, and refreſhing Comfort, yer it coat Me.: 
nued with me for ſeveral Weeks, and did en. 
courage me to hope: Bur as ſoon as that pow 
erful Operation of it was taken from my 
Heart, that ther, about Efau, returned upo 
me as before ; ſo my Soul did hang as int 
pair of Scales again, ſometimes up, and ſome 
times down, nov in Peace, aud anon agail 
in Terror. | 


** 


2% 


203, Thus I went on for many Weeks, 
ſmetimes comforred, and ſometimes tor- 
mented ; and eſpecially at ſomerimes m 
Torment would be very ſore, for all thoſe 
Scriprures forenamed in the Hebrews, would 


| (hou!d begin ro repent that ever that Thought 
went through me ; I thould allo think thus 
wüh my felf, Why, how many Scriptures are 
a therc agean$t me ? There are but there or four: 
Tag Aid cannot God miſs them, and ſave me for 
nel! hem? Sometimes again I ſhould think, O52 
fi were not for theſe three or four Words 
wy how I might be comofrtzd! and I could 
hardly forbear at ſometimes, but ro wiſh them 
out of the Book, | | 

zog. Then methought IT ſhould ſee as if, 
both: Peter and Paul, and John, and all the 
Writers, did look with Scorn upon me, and 
hold me in Derifion; and as if they had ſaid, 
unto me, all our Words are Truth, one of as 
much Force as the other: It is not we that hate 
eut you off, but you have caſt away your ſelf: 
There is nane of our Sentences that you muſt take 
bold upon, but theſe, and ſuch as theſe : it is 
Impoſſible, there remains no more Sacrifice for 
in, Heb; 6. And it had been better for them 
't to have known the Will of God than after 
they had known it, to turn from the Holy Cons 
nendment delivered unto them, Heb. 10 
Por the Scriptures cannot be broken, 2 Pet. 2 21. 
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be {ct before me, as the only Sentences that 
would keep me out of Heaven. Then again 
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210. Theſe, are the E'ders of the City o 
Refuge, I ſaw, were to the Judges both c 
- my Caſe and me, while I itood, with the 
Avenger of Blocd at my Heels, trembling a 
their Gate for Deliverance, alſo with a Tha 
ſand Fears and Miſtruſts, I doubred that be 
would ſhur me our for ever, Jeu 20, 3, 4. 
211. Thus I was confounded, not knowiny 
what to do, nor how to be ſatisfied in thi 
Queſtion, Rhether the Scriptures could agree in 
the Salvation of my Scul 2 I quaked at the Apo- 
ſtles; I knew their Words were true, and tha 
they muſt ſtand for ever.“ Ch 
212. And I remember, one Day, as I wil : 
in divers frames of Spirit, and confidering]M vi! 
that theſe Frames were according to the Ne. vi. 
ture of ſeveral Scriptures that came in upanW1 |! 
my Mind; if this of Grace, then was I qui the 
et; bur if that of Efau, then rormemted, be 
Lord, thought I, sf both theſs Scriptures would to 
meet in my [Heart at once, I wonder which of MI me 
them would get the better of me, So me thong. 
J had a long Mind that they might come boil 4%! 
together upon me; yea, I defired of God 29: 
they might. | Ex 
213. Well, about two or three Days after, # 
fo they did indeed: They bolred both upon 6: 
me at Aa time, and did work and firugge a! 
ſtrangely in me for a while ; at laſt that «Wc 
bout Eſaus Birth-right began to wax wen m 
and withdgaw, and vaniſh ; and this, about «7 
the ſufficiency of Grace prevailed with Peace dc 
and Joy, And as I was ma Muſe aboui 0 co 
tus 
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thing, that Scripture came home upon me, 
Mercy rej oyceth c ver Judgment, James 2. 13. 


214. This was a Wonderment to me, yet 
oY truly, 1 am apt to think it was of God, for 
gel the Word of the Law and Wrath, muſt give 
„place to the Word of Life and Grace; be- 
king c⸗ule rhough the Word of Commendation be 
ts elorious; yer the Word of Life and Salvation 
- in doth far exceed in Glory, 2 Cor. 3. 8, 9, 10. 
ro 11. ark 9. 5, 6, 7. Fob. 6. 37. Aifo that 
tal //, and Elias mult both vanith, and leave 

Coriſt and his Saints alone. 
wil 215. This Scripture did alſo moſt ſweetly 
right vifit my Soul; Aud him that cometh to me, 1 
Na. wi in no wiſe caſt out. Oh the Comfort that 
pon 1 bad from this Word, in no wie! As who 
ql. ſhould ſay, by no means, for nothing what ſcer er 
tel, be bath dene But Satan would greatly labour 
al to pull this Promiſe from me, telling of 
bf ime, That Chriſt did not mean me, and ſuch- 
gt 4: 1, but Sinners of a lower Rank, that had not 
or one as I had done, Bur I ſhould anſwer him 
00 again, Satan, here is in theſe Words no ſuch 

Exception; but him, that comes, him, any him: 
ter Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
pon Wi . And this I will remember ſtill, that of 
e all the Slighrs that Satan uſed to take this 
4M >cripture from me, yet be never did ſo 
ea much as put this Queſtion, But do you come 
out i <r:25! 2 And I have thought the Reaſon was, 
ace WF beczuſe he thought I knew full well What 
his i coming aright was; for I ſaw, that to come 
| aright 
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was to come as I was, a vile and ungodly Sig. 
ner, and fo caſt my ſeit at the Fcet of Mercy 
condea ning my ſelf for Sin. If ever Satan arg 
1 did ftrive for any Word of God in all 1 
Life, it was for this gocd Word of Chriſt; 5e 
at one e d, and] :t the other: O, what Work 
we made! it ws for this in 70hn, I ſay, thit we 
did ſo tug and ſtrive : He pul ed, and I pu led; 
but God be pra. ſ:d, Lovercamehim, I got Sg ect. 
neſs from it, 


216 But, notwitkſtanding all theſe Helps 
2nd bleſſed Works of Grace, yet that of £ſau'; 
ſe!ling of his Birth right, wou'd ſtill at rjmes 
diſtrets my Conſcience; for though I bad been 
moſt ſwee-lv cowtor:ed, and that but juſt be. 
fore, yet when that came into my Mind, it 
would m:ke me fear again, I could not be quite 
rid thereof it would every Day be with me: 
Wherefoie now I went another way to work, 
even to conſider the Nature of this Blaſphemoyg 
Thought, I mean, if I thould take the Word; 
at the largeſt, and give them their owu natu 
ral Force and Scope: Even every Word thee. 
in: So when I hd thus conſidered, I found, 
that if they were fairly taken, they would + 
mount to this, That I had freely left the Lord Je 


| ſes Chrift to his Choice, whether he would be my 


Saviour er 19 ; for the wicked Words were tieſe, 
Let him go if he will. Then that Scriptu.e gave 
me hope, I wif never leave thee nor forſake thee, 
Heb. 13. 5. O Lerd, (aid I, bat 1 Have left oh 
1 
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Then it anſwered again, But I will not leave 
thee, For this I thank God alſo, * 


217. Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, 
and found it exceeding hard to truſt him, ſee- 
ing I had ſo offended him; I could have been 
exce:ding glad, that this T hought bad never be. 
fallen, for thea I thought I could, with more 
eaſe and freedom abundca'ice, have leaned on 
his Grace, I fee it was with me as it was with 
Jeſeph's Brethrea; the Gailt of their own Wck- 
eJneſs did oſten fill them with Fears, that their 
mos: would at laſt deſpiſe ti.em, Gen. 50. 15, 
18. Cc. 


218. Yet, above all the Scriptures that J yet 
did me:t with, that in Jeſbus O. was the great- 
et comtort to me, Which ſpeaks of the Slayer 
that was to files for Retuge, and if the avenger of 


Blood purſue the Slayer, then, faith Moſes, they 


that are the Elders of the City of Refuge ſhall not 
deliver him inte his Band, becauſe he ſmote his 
eig hboar unwit:ingly, and hated him not aſoretime. 
Oh, bl.flei be God for this Word; I was con- 
vinced chat I was the Slayer; and tha the Aven- 
ger of Blood purſued me, I felt with great 
Terror; only now it remained tha: I enquire 
whether I, have Right to enter the City of Re- 
fuſe: So | found” that he muſt] not who lay in 
ai: to ſhed Bleed: It was not the vi ful Mart be- 
tr, but he who nzwi:tingly did it who did it 
Lnawarcs not out of Spighr, or Grudge, or Ma- 
Jice, he that ſhed it unwircingly ; even he wha 
lid not hte hi: Neighbour before, Wherefore. 


219 
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219. thought verily I was the Man that 
mult enter, becauſe 1 had ſmitten my Neighr 
bour unwittingly, and hated him not aforetime 
I' hared him not aforetime; no, I prayed un- 
to him, was tender of finning againſt him; 
yea, and againſt this wicked Temptation! 
had ſtrove for Twelve Months before, yea, 
and aiſo when it did paſs through my Heart, 
it did in ſpire of my Teeth: Wherefore { 
thought I had right to enter this City, and 
the Elders, which are the Apoſtles, were not 
to deliver me up. This there fore was great 
Comfort to me, and did give me much ground 
of Hope. | 

220, Yer being very critical, for my ſmart 
had made me, that I knew not what ground 
was {ure enough to bear me, I had one Que- 
ſtion chat my Soul did much deſire to be re. 

{- ſolved about; and that was, Mhether it be peſ. 
ble any Scul that hath indeed ſinned the unpar- 
donable Sin, pet after that to receive tho but the 
leaſt true Spiritual Comfort from God through 
Chriſt > The which, after 1 had much conſi- 
dered, I found the Anſwer was, No, they 
could not; and that for theſe Reaſons: . 

221, Firſt, Becauſe thoſe that have ſinned 
that Sin, they are debarred a ſhare in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and being ſhur out of that, 
they muſt needs be void of the leaſt ground 
of Hope, and ſo of Spiritual Comfort, For 
to ſuch there remains no more Sacrifice for Fin, 
Heb. 10. 26, 27. Second!y, Becauſe they ate 
denied a ſhare in the Promiſe of Life; 2 

5 
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ſcell never be forgiven, neither in. this World, 


ner in that which ts to come, Mat. 12. 31. 
Thirdly, The Son of God excludes them aD 
from a ſhare in his bleſſed Interceſſion, being 
for ever aſhamed to own them both before 
his holy Father, ard the bleſſed Ange's in Hea- 
ven, Mark 8, 

222. When I had with much Deliberation 
confidered of this Matter, and could not bur 
conclude that the. Lord had comferted me, 
end that treo after this my wicked Sin; then 
merhought I dw ſt venture to come nigh unto 
tele moſt fearful and terrible Scriptures with 
whih all this while I had been ſo greatly af- 
frighred, and on which indeed, before I durſt 
ſcarce caſt mine Eye, (yea, had much ado 
an Hundred times, to forbear wiſhing them 
our of the Bible,) for I thought they would 
ceftroy me; but now, J fay, I began to take 


ſome meaſure of Incouragemenr, to come © il 


clole to them, to read them and conſider 
— and to weigh their Scope and Ten- 
ency. | | 
223. The which, when I began to do, I 
found my Viſage changed , for they looked 
not ſo grimly, as before I thought they did: 
And firſt I came to the ſixth of the Hebrews, 
yet trembling, for fear it ſhould ſtrike me; 
which when J had conſidered, I found that the 
lalling there intended, was a falling quite 4- 
way; that is, as I conceived, a falling from, 
and an abſolute denying of the Goſpel, of Re- 
miſſion of Sins by Jeſus Chriſt ; for, from 
them 
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them the Apoſtle begins his Argument, Vert 
1 2 3. Secondly, I found that th's fall ng x 
way, muſt de openly, even in the View 9 
the World, cven ſo as to pur Chriſt to an open 
Shame, Thirdly, I found that thofe he there 
intended were, for ever ſhut up of God, 
both in Blindneſs, Hardncf3, and Impenicency 
Ie is impeſſible they ſhould be renewed again un. 
to Repentance. By all theſe Particulars, | 
found to God's everlaſting Praiſe, my Zin wa 
not the Sin in this Place intended. 
Firſt, I confeſſed | was fallen, but no 
fallen away, that is, from the Profeſſion of 
Faith in jeſus unto eternal Life, 

Secrndly, | confeſſed that I had put Jeſus 
Chrift ro Shame by my Sin, but not to open 
ame, I did not deny him before Men, not 
condemn him as a Fruitleſs one before thee 
World. 

Thirdly, Nor did I find that God had ſhit 
me up, or denied me to come (though I found 
it hard work indeed ro come) ro him by 
Sorrow and Repentance: Bleſſed be God for 
unſearcheable Grace. 

224. Then I conſidered that in the Temh 
of ihe Hebrews, and found that the wih 
Sin there mentioned, is not every welful Sin, 
but that which doth throw off Chriſt, and 
then his Commandments too Secomdly, Thu 
muſt be done alſo openly, be fore two or three 
Witneſſes, ro anſwer that of the Law, Verk 
23. Thirdly, This Sin cannot be committed. 
bur with great D:fpize done to the Spirit of 

| : Grace; 
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Grace; deſpiſing both the Diſſwaſions from 
that Sin, and the Perſwaſions to the contrary 
But the Lord knows, though this my Sin was 
Deviliſn, yer it did not amount to theſe, 

226. And as touching that in the Twelfth 
of the Hebrews, about Eſau's ſelling of his 
Birth- Tight, though this was that which 
killed me, and ſtood like a Spear againſt me; 
jet now I did conſider, Ft, That this was 


not 2 haſty Thought againſt the continual La- 


bovr of his Mind, but a thought conſented 


to and put in Practice likewiſe, and that 


after ſome Deliberation, Gen. 25. Secondly, 
It was a publick and open Action, even from 
his Brother, if not before many more; this 
made his Sin of a far more heinous Nature than 
otherwiſe it would have been. Thirdly, He 
continued to flight his Birth-right : He did 
eat and drink and went his way; thus Eſau 
deſpiſed bis Birth right; yea, Twenty Years 


after he was fonnd to deſpiſe it ſtill. And Efau 


ſaid, I have enough, my Brether, keep that tho 
baſt thy ſelf, Gen. 33. 9. 9D 

226. Now asrouching this, That Eſau ſought 
a Plece of Repentance : Thus 1 thought, Firſt, 
This was not for the Birthright, but the 
Bl-ſſing ; this is clear from the Apoſtle, and 
is diſtinguiſhed by Eſau himſelf, he bath ta- 
len anay my Birth-right, (that is, formerly) 
and now he hath taken away my Bleſſmg alſo 


Gen, 29, 36, Secondly, Now this being thus 


conſidered, | came again to the Apoſtle, to fee 
what might be the Mind ef God, in à Neu 
ITeſtament 
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Teſtament Stile and Senſe concerning Eſau'; 
Sin; and ſo far as I could conceive, this wa 
the Mind of God, That the Birth-right ſigni. 
fied Regeneration, and the Bleſng, the Eten. 
nal Inheiitance ; for ſo the Apcit'e ſeems 1 
hint, Leaſt there be any Prophane Perſen, as k. 
ſau, who for a No hel- f Meat ſold his Birth. 
right; as if he ſhould fay, Thar ſhal} caſt of 
all thoſe bleſſcd beginnings of God that at 
preſent are upon him, in order to a Nes 
Bi-th, leſt they become as Efau, even be re. 
jected afrermards, when they {hould inherit 
the Bleſſing. ; 

2:7, For many there are, wh» in the Day 
of Grace and Mercy, deſpiſe thoſe thing 
which are indeed the Birth-right to Heaven, 
who yet which the declining Days appeats, 
will cry as loud as Eſau, Lord, Lord, open 1 
4s, but then, as Iſaac would not Re pent, 10 
more will God the Father, but will fay, /; 
bave bleſſed theſe, yea, and they ſhall be bleſſed © 
but as for you, depart, you are Workers of Ini 
quity, Gen. 27. 32. Luke 13. 25, 26, 27, 

228. When 1 had thus confidered thee 
Scriptures, and found that thus to un det. 
fland them, was not againſt, but accoraing 
to other Scriptures ; this ſtill added further 
to my Encouragement and Comfort, and ail 
gave a great Blow to that Objetion, to Wh 
That the Scriptures could not agree in the Sal 
vation of my Soul, And now remaine ] onlf 


the binder part of the Tempeſt, far the 
Thunder was gone beyond me, only 1 
| r07s 
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Moron: gideſtul remain, that now and then 
uud fall up-n me; but becauſe my tormer 
u. ght and Anguifh were very ſore and deep, 
. Nucrefore it oft befell me ſtill, as it bef eth 

ole chat have been ſcared with Fire, I 
rg Mihovght every Voice was Fire, Fire ; every 
de rvvch would hurt my tender Con- 
of dcncc. 

u 29. Bur one Day, as I was pa ſing into 
ex W's Ficld, and that roo with ſome Dathes on 
rs. Mr Conſcience, fearing left yet all was not 
chr, fadenly this Sentence fell upon my 

Sul, Thy Reghte:aſrieſs is in Hen; and 
Jay methorght wichat, 1 faw with the Eyes of 
nos Wy cel. Jeſus Chriſt ar God's Right Hand; 
en, ere, 1 fay, was my Rig tecuſnels; ſo that 
airs ere ever I was, or whatever I was doing, 
ol could not (ay of me, H. wants my Righ- 
no / %, for chat was juſt before him. I Aſo 
J. moreover, that it was not my good 
„iFrame of Heart that made my Righteouſneſs 
In Netter, nor yer my bad Frame that made my 

Rightoouſneſs worſe 3 for my Righteouſnefs 
ne? vas J-tus Chrift himſelf, The ſame Tejterday, 
ler. Das, and for ever, Heb. 1 3 3 . 

239, Now d d my Chains fall of my Legs 
ndeed, 1 was looſed from my Afflictions and 
rons, my Temptations alſo fled away; ſo. 
nit from that time thoſe dreadful. Scriptures 


Wil | 

84 God left off ro trouble me; now went + 
nl e home rcjoycing, for the Grace and Love 
the WP! God; fo when 1 came home, I looked to 


e1t could find that Sentence, Thy Rig hie- 


0uſneſs 
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ouſneſs is in Heaven; but could not find fuch | 
| Saying, wherefore my Heart began to fink a. 
gain, only that was brought to my Remem- 
brance, 1 Cor, x. 33, le is made unto us of 
God, Wiſdom: Righteouſneſs, Sancti fication, and 
Redemption; by this Word, I ſaw the other 
Sentence true. | 
231, For by this Scripture I ſaw that th 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtinct from ng 
as touching his Bodily Preſence, ſo he is ou 
Righteouſneſs and Sanctification before God, 
hei e there fore I lived, for ſome time, veryMigh 
ſweetly at Peace with God throvgh Chrit. . 
Oh methought Chriſt | Chriſt ! there was n 
thing bur Chriſt that was before my Eyes, | 
was not now (only) tor looking upon this and 
the o'her Benefits of Chriſt apart, as of hi 
Blood, Buria!, or Reſurrection, bur confide 
ring him as a whole Chriſt! as he in whon 
all theſe, and all other his Vertues, Relau us 
ons, Offices and Operations met together wh 
and that he ſat on the Right Hand of God u 
Heaven. fu 
232, Twas Glorious to me to ſee his Ee fr 
altarion, and the Worth and Prevalency rr + 
all his Benefits, and that becauſe now I cou; | 
look from my felf ro him, and ſhould rect ſurr 
cn, that all thoſe Graces of God that no,. 
were green on me, were yet bur like th“ 
crack'd Groats and Fourpence-halfpenn f er 
that Rich Men carry in their Parſes, whip": $ 
their Gold is in their Trunks at Home e! 
I ſaw my Gold was in my Trunk at Ber Y' 
cy” 


— 
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ft my Lord and Styiour! Now Chriſt was 
I; all my Wiſdom, all my Righteouſneſs, all 


1 
1 Sanctification, and all my Redemption. 

nz Further, the Lord did alſo lead me 
o che Myſtery of Union with the Son of 
ger ed, that I was joyned to him, that I was 


eh of his Fleſa, and Bone of his Bone, and { 
ow was that a tweet Word ro me, in Eph, } 
zo. By this alſo was my Faich in him, as 1 
y Righteouſacſs, the more confirmed in 
e; for if he and 1 were one, then his 
re Wigh:coulneſs was mine, his Merits mine, 
ri Victory a'ſo nune. Now could I fee; 
n (elf in Heaven and Earch at once; in 
ca by my Chriſt, by my Head, by jt” 
andMigitcouſneſs and L. fe, though on E ; 
his ly 08 Pet On. | af 
234. Now I ſaw Chriſt Jeſus was! 
of God; and ſhould allo be looked ut 
us, as that Common or Publick Pero, 
whom all the whole Body of his Elect are 
va\S to be conſidered and reckoned; that 
fulfilled the Law by him, died by him, 


* 


s Ee from the Dead by him, got the Victory 
cy Mer Sin, Death, the Devil, and Hell, by 
could ; when he died, we died, and fo of his 


lurrection. Thy dead Men ſhall live toge- 
„ with my dead Body ſhall they ariſe, ſaich 
lia 26. And again, After two Days he 
revive ut, and the third Day we ſhall live 
0s Sight, Hoſca 6. 2 Which is now ful filled 
he fitting down of the Son of Man on the 
t Hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens, 
according 
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according to that in the Epheſians, He hath rg. 


ſed us up together, and made us ſit together j of 
Heavenly Places in Chriſt Feſas, Eh. 26. Tr 
235. Ah, theſe bleſſed Conſiderations aul Ir 
Scriptures, with many other of like NaureW® 
were in thoſe Days mad? to ſpangle ia mH. 
Eye, fo that I have caule ro ſay, Praiſe y: th 1 
Lord God in bis Sanctuary; Praiſe him in ! mo 
Firmament of his Power, Praiſe him for A . 
mig hey Acts; Praiſe him according to his excy 25 
lent Greatnsſs, Pſal. 105. 1, 2. 
236. Having thus in few Words given 0 an 

2 Taite of the Sorrow and Affliction chat n A 


Soul went under, by the Guilc and Tere 
that thus my wicked Thought did lay n 
; and having given you alſo a Touch 
* Feliveranice theref om, and of the (we! 

'affed Comfort that 1 met wich alt 
ds, which Comfort dwelt about a Tue. 


Month with my Heart, to my un{peatan 
Acn:irarionz 1 will now, (God willing) i} 4 
fore | proceed any further, give you 1na Ve 4 
or two, what, as 1 conceive, was the C. : 
of this Temptation; and «Iſo after that, . , 
Advantage, at the laſt, it became unto hi... 
Soul. | co 
237. For the Cauſes, I conceived ug... 
were principa'ly two: Of which two! bin; 
was deeply convinced all tne time Chis Ti on 
ble lay upon me. The firſt Was, for türe 
did not, when I was delivered from rear 


Temptation that went before, ſtill pra rem 
God to keep me from Temprarions eech 
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were to come; for though, as I can ſay in 
Truth, my Soul was much in Prayer before this 
Tryal ſiezed me, yer then I prayed only, or 
a the moſt, principally, for the removal of 
preſent Troubles, and for freſh Diſcoveries of 1 
his Love in Chriſt! which I , afterwards "oy 
was not enough to do ; I allo ſhould have pray- | 
ed, that the great Ged would keep me from i 
the Evil that was to come. 1 
238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by 
the Prayer of Holy David, who when he was 
under preſent Mercy, yet prayed that God 
would hold him back from Sin and Tempta- 
non to come; For then, faith he, ſhall 7 be 
right and I ſhall be Innocent from the great 
Tanſgreſfon, Plalm 19. 13. By this very Word 
was { gaiied and condemned quite through this 
long Temptation. 

229. That alſo was another Word that did 
puch condemn me for my Fol'y, in the neg- 
&& of this Duty, Heb, 4, 16, Let ws there. 
fore come voldly unto the Threne of Grace, that 
pe may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help 
in time of need: This I had nat done, and 
herefore was thus ſuffered to Sin and Fall, 
Kccording to What is written, Pray that ye 
nter not into Temptation: And truly this very 
bing is ro this Day of ſuch weight and awe 
zon me, that I dare not, when I come be- 
ore the Lord, go off my Knees until I in- 
reat him for Help and Mercy againſt the 
Lemptations that are to come; and I do be- 
ech thee, Reader, chat thou learn to 1 

0 


** 


— 


— 


? 


1 had been fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtio) 


cant aiſcern the mojt ſecret Thoughts of th 


— — — — 
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of my Negligence, by the Aflictions that for 
this thing 1 did for Days, and Months, and 
Years, with Sorrow undergo, 

240. Another Cauſe of this Temptation 
was, that | had tempted God; and on this 
Manner did I do it; Upon a time my Wit 
was great with Child, and before her full; 
Time was come, her Papgs, as of a Womar 
in Travail, were fierce and ſtrong upon ker 
even as if ſhe would have immediately ſalle 
in Labour, and been delivered of an untime. 
ly Birth: Now at this very time it was, tha 


the Being of God; wheicfore, as my Wit. 
lay crying by me, I ſaid, but with all Secreq 
imaginable, even thinking in my Heart, Lal 
2 now thou wilt remove this ſad Ahliction frm 
my Wife, and cauſe that fie be troubled no mar 
therewith this Night, (and now were he 
Pangs juft upon her) then J ſhall that thi 


Hear: . 

241. I had no ſooner (aid it in my Hear, 
but her Pangs were taken from her, and ſt 
was Caſt into a deep Sleep, and ſo continued ti 


Morning; at this I greatly marvelled, na 
knowing what to think; bur after I had, bea. 
awake a good while, and heard her cry will; * 
more, I fell ro Sleep alſo ; ſo when 1 awake, 
inthe Morning, it came upon me again, eve ah 

&y 


what I had ſaid in my Hcart the laſt Night,and 
how me Lord had ſhewed me, that he knen 
my iecret Thoughts, which was a great & 

4 toni. 


S * 


for 
and 


tion 
this 
Vile 
full 
man 
ber, 
Allen 
ime. 
that 
ſtion 
Wike 
rec 


Lord. 


fun 
mort 
hel 
tha 
" the 


Jean, 
d ſhe 
d il 
„ ndt 
been 
V 09 
aked 
EVE 
r,and 
(nen 
at A 
ul: 


to the Chief of Sinners, 113 


ſtoniſament unto me for {eyeral Weeks after. 

242. Well, about a Year and a half after- 
wards, that wicked ſinful Thought, of which 
[ have ſpoken before, went through my wick- 
ed Heart, even this Ihought, Let Chriſt go 
if be will; fo when I was fallen under guilt 
for this, the Remembrance of my other 
Thovghr, and of the Effect thereof, would 
allo come upon me with this Reterr, which 
alſo carrid Rebuke along wich it, Nw vou 


"Tr ſee that God doth know the _ ſecret 
15264 of the Heart. 

243. And with his, that of the Paſſages 
thar were berw:xt the 13 i and his Servant 
Gideon, fell uppen my Spuit; how becauſe 
tha: c {08 tem pred Gd with Nis Fleece, 


both Wer and Dry, when he fhouid have 
believed and ventured upon his Words, there- 
fore the Lord did afterwards ſo try him, as to 
ſend him -gaink an inaumerable Company 
of Enemies: And that too, as to outward ap- 
pearance, wi hout any ſtrength ot help, 5 Tud- 
7256, 7, Thus he ſerved me, and that jaſtly, 
for I ſhould have believed his Word, and nor 
o have put an if upon the All- leeingnels of 
bed. 

244. And now to ſhew you ſomething of 
the Advantages that I alſo have gained by 
ths Temptation; and fir“, by this I was 


made continually to poſſeſs in my Soul a very 
wonderful Senſe both of the Bleſſing and 
ory of God, ahd of his Beloved Son; in 
ne Temptation that went before, my Soul 
1 


—— 


Vas 
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was perplexed with Unbelief, Blaſphemy, 
Hardneſs of Heart, Queſtions about the Be. 
ing of God, Chriſt, the Truth of the Word 
and certainty of the World to come; I fay; 
then I was greatly aſſaulted, and tormented 
with Atheiſm, but now the Caſe was other: 
wile, now was God ard Chriſt continually 


tefore my Face, though not in a Way af 


Comfort, but in a Way of exceeding Dread 
and Terror, The Glory of the Holinek 0 
God, did at this time break me to pieces, 
and the Dowels and Compaiiicn of Chrilt 
did break me as on the Whe:! ; for I call 
not conſider him, but as a loſt and rejected 
Chriſt, the Remembranne of which, was a 
the continual breaking of my Bowes ! 

245. The Scriptures alſo were wenderfu 
things unto me; I ſaw that the Truth a 
Verity of them, were the K: ys cf the King 
dom of Heaven; h that rhe Scriptures 
Favour, they muſt inherit Bliſs; but the 
that they oppoſe and condemn, muſt perili 


for evermore: Oh this Ward, Pore he Sciipff 


fures cannot be brehen, Would rend the Call 
of my Heart; and ſy would that &ther, whe} 
Sins ye remit, they are remitted » but b. ſe Hu 
Je retain, they are retained: Now 1 jaw the 
Apoſtles ro be the Elders of the City of Re 
fuge, 7eſhua 20. 4. thole that they were 1 
receive in, were received to Life; but that 
tat they ſhut cut, were to be Alain by the 

Avenger of Blood. 
246, Oh! one Sentence of the Scripture, di 
re 
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more a Mick and rerrify my Mind, I mean thoſe 
dente nces that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes 
thought they every one Cid) more, I ſay, 
than an Army of Forty Thouſand Men that 


115 


might come againſt me. Woe be to him 
2751n{t whom the Scriptures bend themſelves. 


247. By this Temptation I was made to ſee 
more into the Nature of the Promiſes than 
erer I was before; for I lying now trembling 
under the Mighty Hand of God, continually 
toro and rent by the Thundering of his 
juſt c2; this made me, with careful Heart, 
and watcniul Eye, with great fearfulneſs, to 
turn over every Leaf and with much Diligence, 
mised wiih Jembling, to conſider every 
demence, together with its natural Force and 
Katitude. 

8. By this Temptation allo, I was great- 
I hoden off my former foolith Practice, of 
putting by the Word of Promiſe When it came 
Into my Mind; for now, though I could not 
ſock thar Comfort and Sweetneſs from the 
Promiſe, as I had done ar other times, yea, 
he to a Man a ſinking, T ſhould catch ar all 
Dan; formerly 1rhought ! might nor meddle 
With che Promiſe, unicfs I felt its Comfort, 
but now *twas no time thus io do, the Aven- 
ger ot B:ood too bardly did purſue me. 

249 de therefore was J glad to catch at 
that Word, which yet | feared, i had no ground 
or right to on; and even to leap into the 
Belom of that Promife chat yet I feared did 
33 


Mathis Heart. agalaſt me. Now alſo I ſhould 


£4 labour 
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labour to take the Word as God hath Jaidj 
down, without reſtraining the natural Force 
of one S lable thereof: G what did I now {e 
in that b:-ffed fixth of n, and him that comes 
to me, T wil in no wiſe ca? cut, John 6, 30 
Now I begin to confider with my ſelf, tha 
God haha igger Mouth to ſpeak with, than 
I had a {carr to conceive with; I thought 
alſo with my self, that he ſrake not his Word 
in bake, or it an unadyiied Hear, but with 
infinite Wiſdom and judgment, arid in very 
Truth and Faithfulneſs, 2 Sam. 3. 28 

250. I {nould in theſe Days, often in my 

great Aginies, even flaunce towards the 
8 he Horſes do towards ſound 
ct tick in the Mire ) conclu- 
ding, (though as one almoſt bereft of ti; 
Wits through Fear) on this I will reſt and 
ſtay and icavethe fulfilling of it to the G0d 
of Heaven that made it. Oh! many a pul 
bath my Heart had with Satan, for that bleſ. 
ſed Sixth of John; 1 did not now, as at & 
ther times, look principally for Comfort, 
(though, O how welcome would it have been 
unto me!) Bur now a Word, a Word to lea 
a weary Soul uvon, that it might nor fink 
for ever ! twas that I haunted for. 

251, Yea, C ten when I have been making 
to the Promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord 
wou'd refuſe my Soul for ever; I was often 
rs if J had run upon the P kes, and as if the 
Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me frott 
him, as with a flaming Sword. Then ſnou'd] 


thial 
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think of Efther, who went to Petition the 
King contrary to the Law, Eſther 4. 16. I 
thought alſo of Benhadad's Servants, who 
went with Ropes upon their Heads to their 
Enemies for Mercy, 1 Ning, 20. 31. Oe. 
The Woman of Canaan allo, that would not 
be daunted, though called Dog by Chrift, 
Mat. 15, 22., Sc. and the Man that went to 
borrow bread at Mid-nighr, Lulę 1.5, 6, 7, 
8. Fc, were great Encouragements unta 
me. 
252. I never ſaw thoſe Heights and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as I faw af- 
ter this Temptation! geear Sins to draw out 
great Grace; and where Guilt is moſt ter- 
ble and fierce, there. rhe Mercy of God in 
Chrift, when ſhewed to the Soul, appears moſt 
High and Mighty; when Fob had paſſed 
throngh his Caprivity, he had twice as much as 
be hid before, Job 42. 10. Bleſſed be God 
for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many other things 
might here make Obſervation of, bur I 
would be brief, and therefore ſhall at this time 
emit them, and do pray ro God that my 
Harms may make others fear to Offend, left 
they allo be made to bear the Iron Yoxe as 
did. 

bad two or three times, at or about my 
Deliverance from this Temptation, ſuch 
ſtrange Apprevenfions of the Grace of God, 
that [ could hardly bear up under it, it ws 
lo 01: of meaſure Amazing, when I though 
It could reach me, that 1 do think, if that 


F 4 Sence- 
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Senſe of it had abode long upon me, it would 
have made me uncapable tor buſineſs. 

253. New I mall go forward to give you x 
Relation of other of the Lord's Dealing; 
with me, at ſundry other Seaſons, and of the 
Temprations I then did meet witha;l I ſhall 

egin with what I mer with when 1 firſt did 
joyn in Fellowſhip with the People of God 
in Bedford, After I had propounded to the 
Church, that my defire was to walk in the 
Order and Ordinances of Cbriſt with them, 
and was alſo aumitred by them: While ! 
thought of that blefſed Ordinance of Chriſt; 
Which was his laſt Supper with his Diſciple 
before his Death, that Scriprurc ; Oo this in 
Remembrance f me, Luke 22. 19. was made 
a very precious Word unto me, For by it 
tne Lord did come don upon my Conſci. 
ence with the Diſcovery of, his Death for my 
Sins; and as I then felt, did as if he plunged 
me in the Vertue of the ſame. Bur, behold, 
J had not long been a partaker at that Ocdt 
nance, but ſuch fierce and ſad Temptation, did 
attend me at all times therein, both to Blal- 
pheme the Ordinance, and to wiſh ſome 
deadly thing to thoſe that then did eat thete- 
of: Thar leſt I ſhould ar any time be guilty 
of conlenring to theſe wicked and fearful 
Thoughts, I was forced to bend my elf, al 
the while, to pray to God to keep me from 
fuch Blaſphemies: And alſo to cry to God 19 
bleſs rhe Bread and Cup to them, as it were 
from Mouth to Mouth. The reaſon of this 

Temp- 


a hs 


/ 
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1d Temptation, I have thought ſince, was, becauſe 
dict not wich that Reverence as became me 

ag it approach to partake thereof. 
85 274. I us I continued for three Quarters 
ofa Tear, and cold never have Reſt nor 
a4 kate: But ar the laſt the Lord came ia upon 
0 ny Soul with that ſame Scriprure, by which 
oO my Soul was vitited before: And after that, 
hve been uſuzliy very well and comforta- 
be ja the partzking of that bleſſed Ordinance, 


m, and have, 1 truſt, cherein diſcerned che Lord's 

| Body, as broken for my Sins, and that sis | 
precious Blood hath been ſhed for my Tranſ- i 
8 erections, | 1 
p 233. Upon a Time I was ſomething incli- 5 
ade ning to a Conſumption, wherewich about the Fl 
05 Spring, I was inddenly and violently leized i 
6. wh much Weakneſs in my ourward Man, 4 
ned In'omuch that Ithough: I could not live. Now Fr 


ld, an | afreſh to give my ſelf up to a ſerious. 
1; W--nination after my State and Condition 
ag W'' the future, and of my Evidences for tha: 
" deſſed World to come: For it hath, I bleſs 
ite Name of God, been my uſual Covrſe, as 


ar God, by fe. 
ore. Days, ſo elpecially in the Day of Affliction, 
u endcar our to keep my Imereſt in Life to 
fy] eme, clear before mine Eyes. 


256, Bur I had no ſooner began to recall ro 
„ind my former Experience, of the Good- 
e's of God to my Soul, but there came 
king iato my Mind, an innumerable Com- 
any of my Sins and Tranſgreſſions, amongſt 
Wach theſe were at this time moſt of my 
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Aflidtion, namely, , Lcadneis, Dulnd 
aud Culdacfs in my Holy Duties; my War 
drings of Heart, my V 'carifomneſs in al 
god things, my want of Lore to God, h 
Ways nd People 3 Wit M1 this at tl e end of al 
Are theſe te Fruits of Corijitanity £ te tie 
tne Tollen of a UL: Ted Man? 

257. Ar che Ar prehs nfions of theſe thing 
my Sigkneis was doubicd upon me, for now 
Was lick in wy in«ward Man, my Soul wa 
cle gs cd With Gui: ; row alſo was my for 
mer Experience of God's Goodnels to me 
qfite taken out of 1 my Ming d, and hid as iÞ the 
had never been, or ben: Now ae my Saul 
greatly pitch d between theſe two Confiden 
rior, I, Live ! wh ga 7207 Dis #4 are 07 ; Now 


, 
0 


IF fink and fell in: 17 Spitit, and Was giving 
up all for lot ; bur as | was Walk ng up ant 
dovyn in the Houſe, sa Man in a moſt woe 
ful Iia'e, that Word of God tock hold of my 
Hcart, Te are jrſlificd freely by his Grant 
throunh he Re. feniption that is in C 70 
Rom. 3. 24. Bur, Oh, what a turn it mad 
upon me! 

258. Now was I as one awaked out 0 
ſome troubi come Sleep ard Dream; and lilk 
ning to this Heavenly Sentence, I was as! 
I had heard it thus ſpoken to me, Sinner, thi 
thin liſt, that becauſe of thy” Sins and Hun 
ties, I cannot fave my 3 but be hold, u 
Son is by me, and uten ben Tok, and no: 
thee, aud deal with thee 3 as Þ a 
pleuſid with him. At this I was greath). en 

| lightael 
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nch ligbined in my Mind, and made to under- 
a ſtand, that God would juftifie a Sinner at any 
ume, ir was but his looking upon Chriſt, and 

h imputiog of his Benefits to. us, and the Work 


vas forthwith done. 

the 259, And as I was thus in a Muſe, that 
Scriprure allo came with great Power upon 
my Spirit, Not by Works of Righteouſneſs that 


5 
ng 


we have done, but according to his Mercy he hath 
wall ved us, &c. 2 Tim. 1. 9. It. 3. 3. Now 
fon was 1 got on High, I ſaw my ſelf within 


wel che Arms of Grace and Mercy, and though I 
the was before afraid to think of a dying Hour, 
Sau yet now I cried, Let me die: Now Death 
get was lovely and beautiful in my Sight, for I 
Now 
vin the other World. Oh, methoughts this Life 
auc is but a Slumber, in Compariſon of that a- 
veel bove; at this time alſo I ſaw more in thoſe 
fu Words, Heirs of God, (Rem. 8. 17 ) than 
„ever I fhall be able to expreſs while I live in 
% this World; Heirs of God! God himtelf is 
nad che Portion of the Saints. This I faw and 
—_—— at, but cannot tell you what L 
I 0 W. | | 
u 265. Again, as I was at another time very 
as and weak, all that time alſo the Tempter 
did beſet me ſtrongiy, (for I find he is much 
ni or allaulting rhe Soul, when it begins to 
Ia proach towards the Grave, then is his 


ty 


n former Experience of God's Good- 
en lf ao ſetting beforg me rhe Terrors of 
tael | Death, 


ſaw we ſhall never live indeed, till we be gone to 


„ Or portunity) labouring to hide from me 
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Death, and the Judgment of God, 1nſomuc} 
that at this rime, through my fear of Mi 
carrying for ever (thould 1 now die) I wa 
as one dead before Death came, and was as 
if I had felt 18 4 lelf alre ad y de lcending IN 
the Pit; metho- gbrs | ſaid, there was no 
way but to Hell 1 muſt ; but behold, jut 
as L Was in the nudit of thoſe Fears, thele 
Words of the Angel's carrying Laz«ris into 
Abra! _ s Bolom Garted in upon me , as who 
ſaouid { lay, S2 it fall ve with thee, when thou 
at leave this Mrd. Ibis did ſweetly revive 
my Spirits, and heip me to hope in God; 
which when 1 hag. wi b Comſort muſed on 
while, that 7 ord fell with great weight upon 
my Mind, O Death, where 19 thy Sting ? 0 
Grave, weere is thy idle? 1 Cor, 15.55. At 
this I became * well in Be Bed) and Mind at 
once, for my Sicknels did prefent „ vanith and 
L walked uforuably in my Work for God 
__—_ | 


At another time though, juckt before, 
Oct pretty well end {avoury in my Spirit, 
yer tuddenly there fell upon me a great 
ond of Darkneſs, which did ſo hide from 
me the things of God and Chriſt, that I was 
3 if | had never fesn or known « chem in my 
Life: Þwas allo fo ver- run in my Soul with 
a ſenſeleſe, heartleſs Frame of Sparit, that! 
could not Fed! my Soul ro move or fiir after 
Grace and Life by  Chrift ;, I was as if my 
Loins were broken, cr as if my Hands and 
Feet had been tie 0 and bound with 

˖ 
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Ir this time alſo I felt ſome Weakneſs to ſeize 
won my outward Man, which made flill the 
o he: Affliction the more heavy and uncom- 
triable to me. 

252. After 1 had been in this Condition 
ome three or four Days, as I was litt ing by 
the Fire, I ſudden!y felt this Word to found 
in my Hears, I muff go to Feſus; at this my for- 
mer Darkneſs and Atheiſm fled away, and 
te bleſſed Things of Heaven were fer within 
my view, While I was on bis ſudden thus 
overtaken With ſurprize, Wife, faid I, is there 
ever ſuch a Scriptur EF muſt 420 70 Feſus © ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe coold not el! ; therefore } ſtood mu- 
log {til to fee if I could remember ſuch a 
Place; I hed not far above two or three 
Minutes, but that came bolting in upon me, 
And to an innume! able Company of Angels; and 
witha:, Heorews the Twelfth, avout the 
Mounc Szen was {et befere mine Eyes, Heb, 
03.22; 23, $44 | 

263. 1 hin with Joy told I my Wie, O now 
[ now, I ki:v But that Night was a good 
Night to me, I never had but few better; 
| longed for he Company of ſome of God's 
People, hat I might have i nparted unto them, 
what G d had thewed me, Chriſt was a pre- 
ciaus Chriſt ro my Soul that Night, I could 
ſcarce lie in my Bed for Jy, and Peace, and 
Iniumph, through Chriſt ; this great Glory 
did not continue upon me until Morning, 
jet the twelfth of the Author to the * 

| TY 


124 Grace abounding 
Heb. 12, 22, 23. Was a blefled Scripture t9 
me, for many Days together afcer this, 

264. Ihe Words arc theſe, 7? are come 10 
Mount Sion, to the Ci y of the Living God, to 
the Heavenly ] ruſalem, and to an innumerable 
Company of Angels, to the General Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born, which are written 
in Heaven, to God the Fudge of all, and tothe 
Spirits of Fuſe Men made Perfect, and to Feſu 
the Mediator of the New Teſtament, and to the 
Blood of Sprink/ing, that ſpeaketh better thing, 
than that of Abel, thorough this bleſſed Sen- 
tence, the Lord led me over and over, firſt 
to this: Word, and then ro that, and ſhewed 
me wonderful Glory in every one of them, 
Theſe Words allo have oft ſince this time, 
been great refreſhment to my Spirit, Bleſſed 
be God for having Mercy on me, 
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4 Brief Account of the Author's Call 
to the Work of the Miniſtry. 


265. N D now I am ſpeaking my Expe- 
F rience, I will in this Place thruſt 

in a Word or two concerning my Preaching 
the Word, and of God's dealing with me in 
that Particular alſo: For after I had been 
about five or {ix Years awakened, and helped 
my 
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e my ſelf ro ſee both the Want and Worth of 
ſelus Chriſt, our Lord, and allo enabled to 
e % venture my Soul upon him: Some of the 
„mot able among the Saints with us, I ſay, the 
able M moſt ableſt for Jadgment, and Holineſs of 
nb) WM Life, as they conceived, did perceive chat God 
ten bad counted me worthy to underſtand ſome- 
% thing of his Will in his holy and bleſſed Word, 
fu WM and bad given me utterance in ſome Meaſure, 
the WM © expreis what I ſaw, to others for Edifica- 
g tion ; there fore they deſired me, and thut with 
eu. puch earacftnels, that I would be willing, 
irt WM :t ſoetimes, to take in Hand, in one of the 
vel WI Meetings, to fcak a Werd of Exhortation 
em, unto them. : 
We 266, ihe which. though at the firſt it did 
led W much 4a and abaſh my $; 1rit, yet being 
li by them deſired and inreated, I conſent» 
ed to their Requeſt, and did twice, at two 
(exeral Aſſemblies, (but in private) though : 
wich much Weaknels and Infirmity, diſcover 1 
my Gift amongit them; at which they not 
Joch ſcemed to be, bur did ſolemnly proteſt, 
as in the fight of the grcar God, they were 
bo:h affected and comforted, and gave Thanks 
do the Father of Mercies, for the Grace be- 
pe. ſtowed on me. 
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alt 267. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of 1 
18 them did go into the Country to teach, they 

ny wou'd allo that 1 ſhou!d ga with them; 

" Waere though, as yer I did not, nor duſt nat, 

ed. 


make vie of my Gift in an open Way, yer 
ny more privately {till, as F came amonglt the 
good 
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1 0! - * 1. ae 8 15 7 
good People in thoſe Places, did fometimes 
{pcak a Word Ot Admoniton Unto them 4 10 
the which they, as the Other, received, wit 
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Vas More Part! | W ö fOrch an ab 

. ? Hong 4 ;®% 1 | Y * 
Eointed to a more ordinary and publick 
Preachine the Wr f 
Preaching the Word, not only to, and a- 

* 4 ba $4.4 1 A A 3 0 = 
mongit tem that believed, Luc alſo to fr 
the Golpel to thoſe who had nut yer receired 
the Faith thereof: abour which time [ 

ide ntlu F 1 15 1 5 
did et Kenty nad in my Mind, a ſccrec 
Pricxing forward tnereto ; though I biek 
God, noc for deſire of vain Glory, for at that 
time I waz moſt ſoreiy afflisted with the ney 
Darrs of the Devil, concerning my Eternal 
State. 

269. But yet could not be content, un- 
lefs I was found in the Exerciſe of my Gilt, 
unto which a I was greatly animated. not 

, he CoOntingy p C | 
only by thc continual Defires of the Godly, 
bur allo by that Saying of Paul to the Corin- 

. 4 7 | 2 b r a , 
thiars, 1 beſeech you , Brethren, ( you know the 
Houfhanld of Set kanus, That it is the firſt 
Fruits of Achala, and that they have addided 
* / ' V A as 1 — * p ba * 
ebene! ve 40 %e Min iſti of 178 Saints) Hat 
ye ſubmit our ſelves unto ſuch, and tc every ene 

vat 
that helpeth with us, and lalcureth, 1 Cor, 16. 


15, 16, 


270, 
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270. By this Text I was made to ſee that 
the Holy Ghoit never intended that Men who 
rave Gifts and Abilitics, ſhould bury them 
in the Earth, but rather did command and 
(i up ſuch to the Exerciſe of their Gift, and 
allo did commend thoſe that were apt and rea- 
dy fo to do, They have addicted themſelves to 
the Miniſtry of the Saints : This Scripture, in 
teſe Days, did continually run in my Mind, 
to incourage me, an ſtrengrhen me in this 
my Work for God; I tave alſo been encou- 
tag d from ſeveral other Scriptures and Exam- 
ples of the Godiy, both ſpecified in the Word, 
and other antient Hiſtories, Ack, 8. 4. and 
1, 24, 25; 1 Pet. 4. to. 
Act, and Mon. 

271. Wherefore, though of my elf, of all 
the Saints the moſt unworthy, yer I, but with 
great Fear and Trembling at the fight of my 
own Weakne's ; did fer upon the Work, and 
did according to my Gift, and the proportion 
of my Faith, Preach that bleſſed Goſpel that 
Cod has ſhewed we in the holy Word of 
ith, which when the Country uncerftood ; 
hey came in to hear the Word by Hundreds, 
ad that from all Parts, though upon divers 
and ſundry Accounts. 

272. And I thank God, he gare unto me 
me meaſure and Bowels of Pic for their 
Souls, which alſo did put me forward to la- 
Dove with great Diligence and Earabſtneſeé, 
to find out ſuch a Word as might, if God 
would bleſs it, lay hold of, and awaken the 

Con- 


”- 


— has 
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15 


Have a particular reſpect for me; and though ' 


Rnowledge of 
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Conſcience, in which alſo he good Lord hag n 
reſpect to the defire of his Servant; for Ne 
had not preached long, before ſome began toll $ 
be touched, and be greatly afflicted in 
their Minds at the apprehenſion of the grear-ſ at 
neſs of their Sin, and of their need of [elugiff 5: 
Chriſt. A 

273 But I fift could not believe that G 
ſhould ſpeak by me to the Heart of any Man m 
ſtill counting my ſelf unworthy, yet the a: 
who thus were touched, would love me ard 


I did put it from me, that they ſhould be ri 
awakened by me, ſtill they would confeſs i b. 
and affirm ir before the Saints of God; they 1s 
would allo bleſs God for me: (unworthy ai: 
Wrerch that I am!) and count me God's 1 de 
ſtrument, that ſhewed ro them the way ei ib 
Salvation. N 

274. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their gr 


Words and Deeds to be ſo conſtant, and allo 6 


in their Hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the C 
Jeſus Chriſt, rejoycing ua ir: 
ever God did ſend me where they were; then m 


I began to conclude jr might be fo, that Go ni 


had owned in his Work ſuch a fooliſh one as 
J, and then came the Word of God to mf 
Heart, with ſuch ſweer Refreſhment, Ti 
bleſſins of them that were ready to periſio is em 
upon me; Yee, I cauſed the Widows heart to ſil 
for Fey, Job 29. 13. 

275. At this therefore I rejoyced, yea, ide 
Tears of thoſe whom God did awaken 0 
m 


* 
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my Preaching, would be both Solace and En- 
couragement to me; for I thought on hoſe 


Sayings, Nho is he that maketh me glad, but 
the ſame that is made ſorry by me? 2 Cor. 22. 
and again, Though I be net an Apiſtle to others, 
yet doub:leſs, I am unto you, for the Seal of my 
Apoſtleſhip are ye in the Terd, 1 Cor. 6. 2. 
Thele things therefore, were as another Argu- 
ment unto me, that God had called me to, 
and ſtood by me in this Work. 

276. In my Preaching of the Word, I rook 
rectal Notice of this one thing, namely, That 
the Lord did lea! me to begin where 
his Word begins with Sinners; chat 
is to condemn all Fleſh, and ro open and 
allege, that the Curſe of God by the Law, 
dota belong to, aud lay hold on all Men as 
they come into the World, becauſe of- Sin. 
Now this part of my Work I fulfilled with 
great ſenſe, for the Terrors of the Law, and 
Cuilt for my Tranſgreſſions, lay heavy on my 
Conſcience, I preached what I felt, what I 
ſmarting'y did feel, even that under which 
mu poor Soul did groan and tremble to Aſto- 
niſn ment. 

277. Indeed J have been as one ſent to 
them from the Dead; I went my ſelf in 
Chains, to Preach to them in Chains; and 
carried that Fire in my own Conſcience, that 
| perſwaded them fo beware of. I can truly 
lay, and that without Diſſemble, that when 
| have been to Preach, I have gone full of 
Guilt and Terror, even to the Pulpit Door, 

| and 
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and there ft hath been taken of, and I have 


my Work; and then immediately, even be- 


been as bad as I was before, yet God carried 
me On, but ſurely with a ſtrong Hand, for 
neither Guilt or Hell couid rake me off my 
Work. 
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1 278. Thus I went for the ſpace of two 
1 Years, crying out againſt Mens Sins, and their 
| fearful State becauſe of them. After which, 


the Lord came in upon my Soul, with for. 
ſure Peace and Comfort through Chriſt; for 
he did. give me many ſweet Diſcoveries of 
bis bleſſed Grace thorough him: Wherefore 
now I altered in ray Preaching, (for ftill | 


at 
— — 
ler - — woe # 
_ 2 
—ů— — — 


alſo I Raid as long as on the her. 


to them alſo. And, when I had travel! 


| throveh theſe three chief Points of the Wo! 
of God, about the ſpace of five Years © 


been at liberty in my Mind untill I have done 


fore I could get down the Pulpit Stairs, I have 


preached what I ſaw and felt) now tnerefore 
I did much labour to bold with Jeſus Chrift 
in all his Offices, Relations and Benefits unto 
the World, and didſtrive alſo to diſcoper 
and remove thoſe falſe Supports and Props 
under Which the Work! dork both lean, and 
by them fal! and periſh, On theſe rbings 


279. After this, God led me into {ome 
. 5 — ' 1. 
thing of the MyRery of the Union ot Chriſt; 
Wherefore that I ciſcovered and ſhewed 


0 
a 

om of , 5 a 
more. I was caught in my preſeat Practice, and 


caſt into Priton, where I have lain above as 


long 


ebem in the Truth, I gladly ſhould be conten- 
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eng again to confirm the Truth by way of 
decering, as I was before in Teſtifying of it 
xccor ing to the Scriptures, in a way of 
preaching. 

290. When! have been Preaching, ! thank 
Gol, my Heart hath often, all the time of 
tis and the other Exerciſe, with great ear- 
geſtnaſs cried to God that he would make the 
Word effectual to the Salvation of the Soul ; 
tal being grieved lai the Enemy mould 
une the Word away from the Conſcience, 
ind ſo it ſhould become unfruitful: Where- 
fore 1 ſhall labour ſo to ſpeak the Word, as 
that thereby, it it were potlible, the Sin and 
Perſon guilty might be particularized by it 

281. Allo when I have done the Exerciſe 
* 0 arh gone ro my Heart, to think the Word 
und now fall as Rain on Stony Pl ace, ſtill 
viſting from my Heart, Oh that they who 
5 ave heard me (ak this Day, did but ſee as 

what Sin, Dcach, tell, and the Curſe of 
No: is; and alſo what the Grace, 2nd Love, 4 
and Mercy 0 fGod t is, thorough Chriſt, to Men | 
a ſuch a Caſe as they — who are yet 
eiranged from him. And indeed, I did of- 
ten lay in my Heart before the Lord, That if 
I te hanged up fr:ſently before their Eyes, 1 
wild be a means to awaken them, and confirm 44 
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ted. 


eſpecia'ly when I have been engaged in the 
des rine of Lice by Chriſt, without Works, 
as 


272. For I have been in my Preaching, if 
: 
x 
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as if an Angel of God had ſtood by art my 
Back ro encourage me; Oh, it hath been 


with ſuch Power and heavenly Evidence upon 


my own 0Þul, while I have been labouring 


to unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and ro faſten 
it upon then Conſciences of others; that l 
could not be contented with ſaying, 7 believe 


and am ſure ; methought I was more than 


ſure (if it be lawful to expreſs my ſelf ) that 
thole Things which when 1 aſſerted, were 
true. 

283. When 1 went firſt to Preach the 
Word Abroad, the Doctors and Prieſts of 
the Country did open wide againit me: 
But I was perſwaded of rhis, not to render 
Railing for Railing, bur ro ſee how many ct 
their Carnal Profeſſors I could convince of 
their miſerable State by the Law, and of the 
want and worth of Chriſt; for thought I, 
This ſhall anſwer for me in time to come, when 


they ſhall be for my Hire before their Face, 


Gen, 20; 33; | 

184. I never-cared to meddle with things 
that were controverted, and in Diſpute 4- 
mong the Saints, eſvectally things of the 
loweſt Nature; yer i: pleaſed me much to 
contend with great Earneftneſs for the Word 
of Faith, and the Remiffion of Sins by the 
Death and Sufferings of Jeſus ; bar I ſay 4 
to other things, I ſhould ler them alone, be- 
cauſe I faw they engendred Strife, and be- 
cauſe that they neither in doing nor in lear- 
ing undlone, did command us ro God 0 
; $4 
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i; Zeſides, I ſaw my Work before me did 
un into another Channel, even to carry an 
wakening Word ; to that therefore I did tick 
2nd adhere. 

285 I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 
i of other Men's Lines, Rom. 15. 18. 
though 1 condemn not all char do) for I ve- 
ily thought, and found by Expcrience, that 
what was taught me by the Word aud Spirit 
f Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintained and 
tod to, by the ſoundeſt and beit eſtabliſhed 
Conſcience; and though I will not now ſpeak 
that I know in this Matter; yet my Expe- 
tence hath more Intereſt in the Text of Scrip- 
ure, Gal. x. 11, 12. than many amongſt Men 
are aware. 

236, If any of thoſe who were awakened 
by my Miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as 
hmetimes to many did) I can truly ſay, 
their Loſs hath been more to me, than if my 
own Children, begotren of my own Body, 
bad been going to its Grave; I think verily I 
may ſpeak ir without any Offence, ro the 
Lord, nothing hath gone ſo near me as that 
unleſs it was the fear of the Loſs of the Sal- 
ration of my own Soul; I was counted as 
it I had goodly Building and Lordſhips in 
lhote places where my Children were born. 
y heart hath been ſo wrapped up in che: 
Gry of this excellent Work, that I count- 
ed my ſelf more bleſſed and hononred of God 
ty this, than if he had made me the Empe- 
or ct the Chriſtian World, or the Lord 7 
a 
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a'l the Glory of the Earth without ir! 0 he | 
theſe Words! He that converteth a Sinner |. Th 
the Error of his Fay, doth ſave a Soul fy if 
Death, James 5. 20. The Fruits of the Righ melt 
tebus is a Tree of Life; and be that winnen! er. 
3 net 

Souls is wiſe, Prov. 11. 30 They that be wiſ ord 
ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmamey 28 
and they that tun Many to Righteouſneſs, as th 1 
Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 12, 3. For why 1 
35 CUT Hope, Our Foy, our Crow! of Rej oycing | 2 
Are not ye even in the preſence of our Ly . 
Feſus Christ at his coming ? for ye are our Gl Koa, 
73 and Jo, 1 Thef, 2,19, 20. Theſe, 1 fy 
with many others of a like nature, have bee War 
great Reficſhments to me. 5 

287. | have obſerved, That where I have 30 
hid a Work to do for God, I have had firf 75 , 
as it were, the going of God upon my SpiriY,. 
to deſire I might Preach there: I have al A 
obſerved, that ſuch and ſuch Souls in pati P. 
cular, have been ſtrongly ſer upon my heanftrine 
and I ttiered up to with for their Salvation 4757 
and that thele very Souls have, after this my V 
been given in the Fruits of my Miniftry. Nobo 


baue obſerved, that a Word caſt in by the by] .... 
hath done more Execution in a Sermon, or cn 
all that was ſpoken beſides: Sometimes allo}. 
when I have thought I did no good, then . 
did the moſt of all; and at other times when. - 
{ thoaght I ſhould catch them, I have fiſneiſ . 
for nothing. 6 
288. LThave alſo obſerved, that where the z 


has been a Work to do upon Sinuers, wy 
DE ry 


- 
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he Devil hach begua to Roar in the Hearts 
ud by the Mouths of his Servants, yea, of- 
ten times, when the wicked World bath raged 
melt, there hath been Souls awaked by:the 
Word : I could inſtance Particulars, bur 1 
ſorbear. 

289. My great Defire ia my ſulfilling my 
Minftry, was, to get into the darkeſt Places 
af the Country, even amonſt thoſe People that 
were fartheſt off of Profethon : Yet not be- 
cauſe I could nor endure the Light, (for I 
feared, not to ſhew my Goſpel to any) but 

becauſe I fo und my Spirit did Jean maſt after 
wakening and converting Work, and, the 
Word that] carried did lean it ſeif wolt. that 
Way alfo ; Tea, ſo have I ſtrived to Preach the 
927% not bert Ch: :/t was named, leaſt 1 ſhould 
Bid up ancthers Man's Funde Rom. 
13. 20, 

250. In my Preaching, I have really been 
in Plain, and have, as It re, travelled to 
bring forth Children to God, ncither could I 
be latisfied, unleſs ſome Fruits dd appear in 
my Work : If I were Fruitleſs, it mattered not 
who commended me; bur if 1 Fruitful, 
Icared not who did condemn. I have thot he 
of that, Lo, children are an Hie itage of the 
Lerd; * the Fruits f tbe Womb is his Reward, 
As Arrows in the Hand ef a \ 117 b Man, ſo 
are Children of the Huth. Happy is the 155 
that bath filed his Qui ver full f them; th: 
ſball nct be «ſhamed, but they ſhell 5 eak, w ; 
the Enemies in the Gate, Pla Ilm. 127. 3,4, 5. 

0 291. 
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291. It pleaſed me nothing to ſce Peopl 
drink in Opinions, if they ſeemed jgnor; 
of jeſus Chriſt, and the worth of their ou 
Salvation, found conviction for Sin, eſpec 
ally for Unbeltef, and an Heart ſer on Fir 
ro be ſaved by Chriſt, u ich ſtrong Breathing 
after a true ſanctified Soul: Thar it was th 
delighted me ; thoſe were the Souls 1 count, 
bleſſed. | 3 
292. But in this Work, as in all other, “ 
had my Temptations attending me, and tha 
of divers kinds, as ſometimes I ſhou'd be: 
ſaulted with great Diſcouragement therein 
fearing that 1 ſhould not be able to ſpeak 
= Word at all to Edification ; ray, that I ſhovl * 
ſl not be able to ſpeak Senſe unto the People + 
' 


at which times ] ſhould have ſuch a ſtrang 7 
Faintneſs and Weakneſs ſeize upun m a 
Body, that my. Legs have ſcarce been able tt A 
carry me to the Place of Exerciſe. 

293. Sometimes again, when J have bet 
| Preaching, I have been violently aſſaule 
with Thoughts of Blaſphemy, and firong.. 
tempted to ſpeak the Word; with my Mou 

before the Ccrgregation, I have alſo ar ſon 
1 time, even when I have begun ro ſpeak 1 
1M Word with much Clearneſs, Evidence 2 
We - Liberty of Speech, yet bcen, before the end E- 
ing of that Opportunity, fo blinded, and MY 
eſtranged from the things I have been ſpeak *7 
ing, and have been allo fo ſtraitned in m by 
Speech, as to Utterance before the People; 
tha 1 have b:cn as if I had net known, « 
temen 
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"0 ::membred what g have been about; or as if 
"ny Head had been in a Bag all the time of 
dum Exerciſe. | 

294. Again, when as (ſometimes I have 
been about to Preach upon ſome ſmart and 
arching Portion of the Word, I have foun 
he Tempter ſuggeſt, Mat! will you Preac 
hs! This condemns your ſelf ; of this your ow. 
ul 15 guilty ; wherefore preacy net of 4t at all ; 
if you do, yet ſo mince it, as to make way for 
tur own eſcape ; leſt inſtead of awakening others; 
m ley that guilt upon ur own Soul, as you 
il never get from under, | 

293. Bur, I thank the Lord, I have been 
| . pr from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid Sug- 
POW: tions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed 
ny ſelt, with all my Might, ro condemn Sin 
d Tranlgreiſion where-ever 1 found it, yea, 
ough therein alſo 1 did bring guilt upon my 
bee“ Conicience ! Le: me axe, thought I, with 
* Philiſt ines, Judges 16. 29, 30. rather than 
e corruprly with che bleſſed Word of God, 
mu that teacheſt anothg, teacheſt thou not thy 
f? Ir is far better than to Judge thy ſelf, 
en by Preaching plainly unto others, than 
ou, to fave thy elf, 1n;prifon the Truth in 
/arighteouſncſs : Bleſſed be God for his help 
lo in this. 

295, J have alſo, while found in this bleſ- 
1 Work of Chrift, been often tempted to 


1 vp 
ae and Liftings up of Heart; and though 

op N an 

a dere not ſay, | have not been affected with 

men yer truly the Jord, of his precious 


G 2 Mercy. 


— 


— — 


ments: I have felt this Thorn in the Flel 


make ſuch melodiovs and heart- infla ming 


— 
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Mercy, bath ſo carried it towards me, thi; 


for the moſt Part I have had but ſmall oy Cat 


give Way to ſuch a thing: For 1; bath be 
my every-Days Portion to be led into: 
Evil of my own Heart, and ſtill made to 
ſuch a multitude of Corrupt ions and Infirg 
ties therein, that it hath cauſed hanging do 
of the Head under all my Gifts and Arai 


( 2 Cor, 12. $, 9 ) the very Mercy of 6 hang 
ro me. Cyn 

297. I have had a'fo, together with th 30 
ſome notable Place or other of the Wer 
preſented before me, which Word hath cj 
rained in it ſome ſharp and piercing Sente 
concerning the periſning of the Soul, notui 
ſtanding Gifts and Parts; as for Inſtance, t 
bath been of great uſe to me, Though I þ 
with the Tengue ef Alen and Angels, and þ 
net Charity, I am vecome as ſounding Baſs, 
« tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13 1, 2. 

298. A tic kling Cymbal is an Iaſtrum 
of Muſick, wich which a skilful Player 


lick, that all who ere him Play, can ſcar 
ly hold from Dancing; and yet behold 
Cymbal hath not Life, neither comes | 
Muſick from it, but becauſe ct the Art of Gra 
that Plays therewith, fo then the InftrunWFay 
ar laft may come to novghr and periſh, Mer: 
in times paſt ſuch Muſick hach been then 
upon it. | 


296. 
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299. Faſt thus, I ſaw ir was and will be 
wich them that have Gifts, but want ſaving 
race, they are in the Hand of Chriſt, as 
he Cymbal in the Hand of David, and as 
Mvid ; and as David could with the Cym- 
al make that Mirth in the Service of God, 
510 elevate the Hearts of the Worſhippers, 
o Chriſt can uſe theſe gifted Men, as with 
tem to affect tlie Souls of his People in 
Wis Church; yet when he hath done all, 
king them by, as lifeleſs, though ſounding 
Cymbals. 

zoo. This Conſideration therefore, toge- 
Wager with ſome others, were for the moſt pariz 
Ws 2 Maul on the Head of Pride, and deſire 
ff Vain-g'ory : What, theught I. ſhall I be 
proud becauſe I am a ſounding Brafs d Is ic 
b much to be a Fiddle 2 Hath not the leaſt 
Crearare that hath Life more of God in it 
than theſe? Beſides, I knew 'twas Love faould 
n:y:r dic, but theſe muſt ceaſe and vaniſh : 
Fo I concluded, a little Grace, a little Love, 
alittle of the true Fear of God, is better thaa 
allthe Gifts: Yea, and I am fully convinced 
of ir, that it is poſſible for Souls that can 
ſcarce give a Man an Anſwer, but with great 
Confufion as to Method, I ſay it is as poſſible 
or them to have a Thouſand times more 
Grace, and ſo to be more in the Love and 
Favour of the Lord, than ſome who by the 
vertue of the Gift of Raowledge, can deliver 
themſelves like Angels. 


8292 301. Thus 
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301. This therefore I came to perceive, ai gn 
though Gifts in themſelves were good, to thM 


| thing for which they are deſigned, to wit, thy 30 


. * p 30 
Idification of others, yet empty and with? 


Power to ſave the Soul of him that hat 0 
them, if they be alene: Neither are they, ff... b 
fo, any ſign of a Man's State to be happy go h 
being only a Diſpenſation of God to ſome. 9 Ly 
whote improvement, or non improvemem ef] 
they muſt when a little Love more is over gives 
give an Account to him thar is ready to Jusg Ko 
the Quick and the Dead. ; 

302. This ſhewed me roo, that Gifts being - 
alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, but not 
becauſe of thoſe Evils that attend them thetſ i ge 
have them, to wit, Pride, deſire of Vaim glory e 
Self conceit, Cc. all which were eaſily blown w. 
up at the Applavſe and Commendation of lenc 
erery unadvifed Chriſtian, to the endangering ders 
of a poor Creature to fall into the Condem- ſoy 
nation of the Devil. | 19 

303. I ſaw therefore that he that hath Gifs Ne. 
bad need be let into a fight of the Nature of H 
them, to wit, that they come ſhort of making i; 
of him to be in a truly ſaved Condition, let 
he reſt in them, and fo fall ſhort of the Grate ¶ an- 

_ of God, * 


304. He bath aifo cauſe to walk humbly 


| . . IK 
with God, and be little in his own Eyes, and 

to remember withal, that his Gifts are not Nn 

2 $ | 

his own, but the Churches; and that by them 

be is mace a Servant to the Church; and he 
muſt give at laſl an Account of his Seward 
| ſlip 
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ſhip unto the Lord Jeſus ; and to give a 
go d Acconnt, will be a bleſſed thing. 
205. Let all Men therefore prize a little 
with the Fear of the Lord, (Gifts indeed-are 
geſira bie) but yet great Grace and ſmall Gifcs 


W ir: beiter than great Gifts and no Grace. It 


co h not ſay, the Lord gives Gifts and Glory, 
but the Lord gives Grace and Glory; and 
blefled is luch an one, to whom the Lord 
gives Grace, true Grace, for that is a certain 
fore- runner of Glory. 

205, But when Satan perceived that his 
thus tempting and aſſavl ing of me, would 
not anſwer his Defign ; to wit, to overchrow 
he Miniſtry, and make it ineffectual, as to 
the Ends thereof: Then he tryed another 
Way, which was to ftir up their Minds of the 
lenorant and Malicious, to load me with Stan. 
ers and Rep:oaches : Now therefore | may 
fy, Thar what the Devil could deviſe, and 
his Inſtruments invent, was whirled up and 
(vn the Country againſt me, thinking, as 1 
lid, that by that Means they ſhould make my 
Miniſtry to be abandoned. = 

357. It began therefore to be rumoured up 
an don among the People, that I was a 
3 a Jeſuit, a Highway- man, and the 
IIK?, 4 
303. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God 
knows that l am innocent. But as for mine 
acouſers, let: them provide themſelves to meet 
me before the Tribunal of the Son of God, 
tlzre to anſwer for all theſe things (with all the 

G 4 reſt 
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rett of their Iniquities) unleis God ſhall giveW (2 

them Repentance for chem, for the which II crea! 
pray with all my Hearr. 31 

309, But that which was reported with ders 
the boldeſt Ccnfidence, was, that I had my Chr. 
Miſſes, my Whores, my Baſtards, yea, two rev: 
Vive at once, and the like, New theſe Stan. nt 
ders (with the other) 1 glory in, becauſe I do t 
dot Slanders, Fooliſh, cr Knaviſn Lies, for. 
and Falſnocds cat upon me by the Devil 2 
and his Seed; and ſhould I nor be dealt wih Ku 
thus wickedly by the World, I ſhould want thei 
one Sign ef a Saint, and a Child cf God ator 
Bleſſed are yeu ( (aid the Lord Jeſus ) vb na: 
Men ſhali revile you and perſecate you, and ſpal i W 
fay all manner of Evil of you falſely for 1 En: 
fake, rej oyce and be exceeding glad, for great I tua. 
1s your Reward in Heaven; for ſo perſecuted the 
they the Prophets which were before you, Mat- H- 
4. 11. | Pla 

310 Thefe Things therefore, upon mine I ted 
own Account, trouble me not; no, tho" they 
were twenty times more than they are, | 
have a good Conſctence, and whereas they 
ſpeak vil of me, as an Evil doer, they ſual 
be aſhamed that faiſcly accuſe my good Com 
verſation in Chriſt LIES? 

311. So then, what ſhall I ſay ro theſe 
that have thus beſpatrercd me. ſhall Trhreaten 
them? Shall I chide them? Shall I flatrer 
them? Shall I intreat them to hold ther fl 5: 
Tongues ? No, nor 1, were it not for that Ml be 
theſe things make them ripe for A 

| that 
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that are the Authors and Abertors, I would 
lay unto them, Report it, becauſe it will in- 
creale my Glory. 

312. Therefore I bind theſe Lies and Slan- 
ders to me as an Ornament, it belongs to my 
Chriſtian Profeſſion to be vilified, ſlandered, 
reproached and reviled ; and ſince all this is 
nothing elſe, as my Gud and my Conſcience 
do bear me Witneis; I rcjoyce in Reproaches 
for Chriſt's ſake. 

313. 1 aito culing all thoſe Foo's, or 
Knaves, that have thus made it any thing of 
their Buſineſs, ro affirm any of theſe things 


atore-named of me, namely, that I have been 
naught with other Women, or the like. 


When they have uſed to the utmoſt of their 


Endea vours, and made the fulleſt Enquiry, 
that they can. to prove againſt me truly, that 
tiere is any Wemen in Heaven, or Earth, or 


Hell, that can lay, I have at any Time, in any 
Place, by Day or Night, ſo much as attemp- 
ted to be naught with them, and ſpeak I thus, 
to beg mine Enemies into a good Eſteemof 
me? No, not]: I will in this beg Belief of 
no Man: Believe or disbelieve me in this, all 
iʒ 2 caſe ro me. 


314. My Foes have miſſed their Mark in 


this their ſhooting at me, I am not the Man, 
I with that they themſelves be guiltleſs, it all 
te Fornicators and Adultcrers in En:lend 
were hanged up by the Neck till they bed ad. 
Jn Bunyan the Object of their Envy, would 
be ſti la ive and well. I know no; whether there 
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be fach a thing ass Weman breathing under 
the Copes of Heaven, bur by their Apparel, 


my Wite. 

315. And in this I admire the Wiſdom of 
God, that he made ſhy of Women from my 
firſt Converlion until now, Theſe know, and 
can allo bear me Witneſs, with whom Ihe 
een molt intimately concerned, that it is a 
rare thing to fee me Carry it pleaſant towards 
a Woman; the common Saluration of Wo— 
men I abhor, tis odious to me in whomſo- 
ever I ſee it. Their Company alone, I can- 
not away with; I feldom fo much as touch a 
Woman's Hand, for I think th: fe things are 
not fo becoming mi. When I hare ſcen 
good Men falure thoſe Women that they have 
vitixed, or thar have viined them, I have 
at times made my Objection againſt it, and 
when they have anſwered, that it was but a 
piece of Civility, I have told them, it is not 
a comely Sizht: Some indeed have urged the 
Holy Kiſs ; but then I have asked why they 
made Baulks, why they did ſalute the mot 
Hangeſome, and ler the III farour'd go; thus 
how laudable ſoever ſuch things have been in 
the Eyes of others, they have been unſeemly 
in my fighr. 
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I cling not only Men, but Angels, to prove 
me guy of hav.ng carnally to do with any 
Woman ſave wy Wit>, nor an I afraid to do 
it a (econ time, knowing that 1 cm - 

en 


their Children, or by common Fame, except 
, 5 Pc 


316. And row fora wind. up in this Matter, 
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fend the Lord in fuch a Caſe, to call God for 
a Record upon my Soul, that in theſe things 
Jam innocent. Not that I have been thus 
kept, becauſe of any gaodnefs in me, more 
than any other, but God has been merciful to 
me, and has kept me, co whom Fpray that he 
will keep me ftill, nor only from rhis, bur 
from every evil Way and Work, and preſerve 
me tro his heavenly Kingdom. Amen. 

3 7. Now as Satan laboured, by Reproach- 
es and Slanders, tro make me Vile among 
my Country-men, thar if poſſible, my Preach- 
ing might be made of none Effect, fo there 
was added hereto, a long and tedious Impri- 
ſonment, that thereby I might be frighrned 
from my Service for Chtriſt, and the World 
rerrified, and made afraid to hear me Preach, i 
in which I ſhall in the next Place give you a Ih 
brief Account. hs” | 


— — — pd 
2 „ 


4 brief Account of the Author's Im- 
priſonment. 


315, II \ving made Profaiſſion of the Glori- 


ous Goſpel of Chriſt a long time, ⁵⁶ 


and preached the ſame about Five Years;i I 
was apprehended at a Meeting of a. good 
People in the Country, among whom, had 
they let me alone, L ſhould have preached _ 

, a7 


_ — 
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Day, but they took me away from amongſt 
them) and had me before a Juſtice ; ubo 
after I had offered Security for my app earing 
the next Seſſions, yet committed me, becaule 
my Sureties would not conſent to be bound 
that I ſhould Preach no more to the People. 

319. Ar the Seilions after 1 was indicted 
for an Upholder and Maintainer of Unlaw- 
ful Aſſembles and Conventicles, and fer nar 
Conforming to the National Worthip of the 
Church of England; and after ſome Confe- 
rence. there with the Jeſuits, they taking my 
Plain Dealing with them for a Confeſſion, as 
they termed it, of the Indi ment, did Sentence 
me to 4 perpetual Baniſhment, becauſe 1 refuſed 
40 Conform, So being again delivered up to 
the Goaler's Hands, I was had home to Pr 
fon, and there have lain now complcat twelve 
Years, waiting to fte what God would ſuffer 
theſe Men to do with me. 

320. In which Condition I have continu- 
ed with much content, throvgh Grace, but 
have met with many Turnings and Goingęs 
upon my Hearr, bath from the Lord, Satan, 
and my own Corruptions ; by all which (Glo- 
ry be to Jeſus Chriſt) J have alto received 
ameng many things, much Conviction, In- 
ſtruction, and Under ſtanding, of which at 
large I ſhall nor here Diſcourſe; only give you 
a hint or two, a Word thet may ftir up the 
Godly to bieſs God, and ra pray for me; and 
allo to take Encouragement, fhould the caſe 
be their own, Net to fear wha! Man can do un- 
to them, 25s 
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321. I never had in all my Life, ſo great 
an in*!et into the Word of God as now; them 
Scriptures that 1 ſaw nothing 1n before, are 
made in this Place and State to ſhine upon 
me; Je ſus Chriſt alſo was never more real and 
apparent than now ; here I have ſeen and felt 
hun indeed: O that Word, We have not 
preached unto you cunningly, deviſed Fables, 
2 Pet. 1. 16. and that, God raiſed Chriſt from 
the Dead, and gave him Glory, that our Faith 
and Hope might be in God, 1 Pet. 1. 2. were 
bleſſed Words unto me in this impriſoned 
Condition. 

322. Theſe three or four Scriptures alſo 
have been great Refreſhments in this Condi- 
nion, to me; Fohn 14. l, 2, 3, 4. Jch. 16. 33» 
Col. 3. 3, 4. Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24. So that ſome- 
times, when J have been in the favour of them, 
have been able to laugh at Deſtruction, and 
to fear neither bis Horſe nor his Rider. I have 
had fweer Sights of the forgiveneſs of my 
Sins in this Place, and of my being with Jeſus 
in ancther World: O the Mount Sion, the Hea- 
deu jetuſalem, the innumerable Company of 
Ange's, and God the Fudge of all, and the Spirits 
F Fuſt Men made Perfect, and Feſus, have been 
[weet unto me in this Place: I have ſeen that 
here, that I am, perſwaded I ſhall never, while 
in this World, be able to expreſs : I have ſeen 
2 Truth in this Scrtprure, Nom having not 
ſeen, jet love; in whom , though now you fee 
tim not, yet believing, yet rejoyce with Fey 
unſpeakable , and full of Glory, 1 Pet. 1.8. 
323. 
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ſtand by ne at all Turns 
of Satan to afflict me, 
him ſiace I came in bither; for leck how 
Fears have preſented ehemſelvcs, fo have Sup. 
ports and Encouragements; yea, When ! 
have ſtarted, even as it were, at nothing eiſe 
but my daa dow, yet Gcd, as being very 
tender of me, hath ner fuffered me to be 
molefied, but wou'd with one Scriptore or 
ant ther ſtrengthen me againſt all; info. 
much, that | have often ſaid, Were it lanf d, 
I ctuid pray for greater T oulle, ys greater 
Corfe t. le, Eccleſ. 7, 14 5 : 

324 Before I came to Prito "Ewa 
was a coming, and tad eſpec: al 55 rwo Cons. 
derations warm upon my Hear: ; rhe firtt was, 
How to be able to encounter Dearh, Maud 
that be here oy Portion ; for the firlt of theſe, 
that Scripture, Cel. i. 11. was great If 
mation v = namely, to pray to God 72 le 
wrong ene! with all Fes? ft, according ts £1 
— % Power, ante &! Patience and * 
-F inę wi. I cauid ſeldom po © 
Prater Icons 1 was priſon ne ed, | bur for not 
ſo Uttle as 1 Year tegctber, : 
ſweet Detition, world, as it were, Thron 
ſelf into my Mind, and perſwade ED I her 
if ever I woulc ugh Long ſeffzring, | 
muſt have Patien bg clpectally i it I would er- 
dure It 30 fully 
225. As ro 2 
Sayirg {2 Cr. 
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| 8 was of great L ſe to me, 
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323. I never knew Mat it was for God to 


Se. as I hare found | 
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But v had the Sentence of Death in our ſelves, 
ther ne might vet truſt in cur ſeives, but in God 
that reiſed the Dead; By this Scripinre I was 
mace to fee, that if ever 1 would ſuff-r right- 
" 1 mut art pals a Sentence of Death upon 
very thing that can properly be called a thing 
s Lite, even to reckon my ſelf, my Wife, 
| Ctiidren. my Heairh, my Enjoyments, 
and a l. as dead to me, and my ſelt as. dead 
19 them. 

325, Tre ſecond was to live upon God that 
s inviitle ; as Paul laid in another Place, the 
way not to fainr, is to ice mot at the things 
af ue fren, 6 he . that are _ ou 


5 1 that 4 e 22 en At Eterna: — r 


du ] reaſoned w: - my ſelf, if I provide on- 


y for 2 Priſon, tarnthe Whip comes at una- 
wares : and {0 Icth a ſo the Piliory : Again, 
7 1 cnly 1 provide tor the{-, then I am not fit 
„ 4antamen: : Further, if I conclude that 


Man nen is :he work, then, if Dea h come, 


| :>7) urorizes : So the I ſee, the bett Way: 
% 22 chor Suffcrings, is to rruſt in God 


*cugh Chrift, 28 rouching the World O 


cee; end as touching this World, to count 
Lade my Hes, is maße my Bed in Dark- 


7, te {cy ts Corrucricn, thou art my Fatzer, 


fy 


cart the Niem, es art my- Nictber and Si. 


— 


* TH is, 7 tanitlarize race things to me. 


32. 0 „b hſtand ne theſe Helps, I 


my - If a Man, encempeſſtd with In- 
sz tte parting with æy Wife and poor 
Chul- 


/ 
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Children, hath often been to me in this Place, 
as the pul ing the Fleſh from the Bones, and 


that not only becauie 1 am ſomewhat too too 
fond of thele great Vercies, but alſo becauſe 
I ſhould have often brought to my Mind the 
many Hardſhips, Miſeries, and Wants that my 
poor Family was like to meet with, ſhould | 


be taken from them, eſpecially my poor blind | 


Child, who lay ncarer my Heart than all I 
had beiide: O the thoughts of rhe Hardſhip 
I thought my blind one might go under, would 
break my Heart to pieces. 

328. Poor Child! thought I, what Sorrow 


art thou like to have for thy Portion in tis 


World? T hou muſt be beaten, muſt Beg, ſuſ- 
fer Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, and a thouſand 
Calam ities, though I cannot now endure the 


Wind ſhould blow upon thee. Be yet recal- | 


ling my ſelf, thought I, I muit venture you 


, il all with God, though it goeth to the quick to 


leave you: OI ſaw in this Condition I was as a 
Man v ho was pulling down his Houſe upon the 
head of his Wife and Children; yet, thought I, 


1 muſt do it, I mutt do it: And now I thought 


on theſe two Milch Kine that were to carr) the 
Ark cf Gad into another Country, and to leave 

their Calves behind them, 1 Sam. 6. 10, 12. 
329. But that which helped me in this 
Temptation, ue e divers Conſiderations, of 
which, three in ſpecial here I will name, the 
firſt was the Conſideration of thoſe two Scrip- 
tures, Leave thy Fatherleſs Children, J will 
preſerve them alive, and les thy Widows truſt 
| in 


+. 
4 
) 
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in me: and again, The Lord ſaid, Verily it ſhal 
go well with thy Remnant, verily, I will cauſe 
the Eenemy to entreat them well in the time of 
Kvil, &e. Jer. 49. 11. Chap. 15. 11. 

330. | had alfo this Conſideration, that if 
| ſhou'd not venture all for God, I engaged 
God to rake care of my Concernments ; bur 
if I forſook him in his Ways, for fear of any 
Troub'e that ſhould come ro me or mine; 
then I ſhou'd nor only falfify my Profeſſion, 
bur fhon!d count alſo that my Cuncernments 
were not ſo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt 
I ſtood to and for his Name, as they would be 
if they were under my one Care, tho” with 
the demial of the Way of Ged. This was a 
ſmarting Conſideration, and as Spurs unto my 
Flaw. Thar Scripture alſo greatly helpeth it 
to faſten the more on me, where Chriſt prays 
againſt Judas, that God would diſappoint 
bim in his ſelfiſn Thoughts, which moved 
bim to ſell his Maſter, Pray read it ſoberly, 
Pſalm log, 6, 7, 8, &c. 

331. I had allo another Conſiderat ion, and 
tha: was, The dread of the Torments of 
Hell, which I was ſure they muft partake of, 
that for frar of the Croſs, do ſhrink from 


tbeic Profeſſion of Chriſt ; his Words and 


Laws before the Sons of Men: I thought alſo 
of the Glory that he had prepared for thoſe 
that in Faith, and Love, and Patience, ſtood 
to his Ways before them. Theſe Things, I 
lay, have-helped me, when the Thoughts of 
the Miſery that both my ſelf and mine, _ 
ur 
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for the ſake of my Profeſſion, be expoſed to, 
hath lain pinching on my Mind. 

332. When I have indeed conceited that 
I might be baniſhed for my Profeſſion, then | 
have though: of that Scripture, They were 


ftoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, | 


were ſlain with the Sword; they wandred about 
in Sheep-shins, and Gcat- bins, being deſtitute, 
£fflited, tormented, of whom the oild way 


not worthy, for all they thought they were too | 


bad to dwell ahd abide amongſt them. I have 
_ alſo thought of that ſaying, The Holy Ghoſt 
witneſſeth in every City, that Bands and Af. 
Pictions abide me; I have verily thought that my 
Soul and it, have ſomerimes reaſoned about the 
fore and ſid Eftate of a baniſhed and exiled 
Condition, how they are expoſed ta Hunger, 
to Cold, ro Perils, to Nakedneſs, to Ene. 
mies, and a thouſand Calamitics ; and ar laſt, 
it may be to dye in a Ditch, like a poor for. 
lorn and deſolate Sheep. But I thank God, 
hitherto, I have not been moved by theſe 
moſt delicate Reaſonings, but have rather, by 
them, more approved my Heart to God. 
333. I will tell you a pretty Buſineſs; l 
was once above all the reſt, in a very ſad and 
low Condition for many Weeks; at which 
Time allo I being but a young Priſoner, and 
not acquainted with the Laws, had this laid 
much upon my Spirit. That my [mpriſonment 
might end at the Gallows for ounht that I could 
tell, Now, theref.ire Satan laid hard at me, 
to beat me out of Heart, by ſuggeſting thus 
unto 


unto me, But how, if when you come indeed to 
oye, you ſhould be in this Condition; that is, 
as not to ſavour the Things of God, nor to have 
any Evidence upon your Soul for a better State 
her caſter? (for, indeed, at this Time, all the 
Tt.ings of God were hid from my Soul.) 

334. Wherefore, when I at firit began to 
think of this, it was a great Trouble ro me; 
for I thcught with my ſelf, That in the Con- 
dition I now was in, I was not fit to die, 
reither, indeed, did think 1 could, if I ſhould 
be called to it: Beſides, I thought with my 
ſelf, if I ſhould make a ſctambliag Shift to 
clamber up the Ladder, yer I would either 
wich Quaking, or other Symptoms of Faint- 
ing. give Occaſion to the Enemy to reproach 
the Way of God and his People for their Ti- 
morouſaeſs This therefore lay with great 
Troub'e upon me; for, methoughts, I was 
aſhamed to die with a pale Face, and tottering 
Knees, in ſuch a Caſe as this. | 

325. Wherefore, I prayed to God, that he 
would comfort me, and give me Strength to 
do and ſuffer what he could call me to; yet 
no comfort app: ared, but all continued hid: 
| was alſo at this Time fo really pcfl-fſed 
wih the Thought of Death, that oft I was 
as if was on a Ladder with a Rope about 
my Neck, only this was ſome Encouragement 
to me, I thought I might no have an Oppor- 
tunity to ſpeak my laſt Words unto à Multi- 
tude, which I chought would cone to ſee me 
die; and, thuught I, if it n:uft be fo, if _ 
| WI 
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will but convert one Soul by my laſt Words 
_ not count my Life thrown away, nor 
oſt. | 
336. Bur yer all the Things of God were 
kept out of my fight, and ſtill the Tem; er 
followed me with. But whether mull you go 
when you die? Nhat will become of you ? where 


will you be found in another World ? what Evi. 


dence have you for Heaven and Glory, and an 


Inheritance among them that are ſanAified ? 


Thus was I rofled for many Weeks, and knew 
not what to do; at laſt this Conſideration fell 
with weight upon me, That it was for the 
Mord and Way of God that I was in this Con- 
dition, wherefore I was engaged not to flinch an 
Hlair's breadth from it. 

337. I thought alſo, that God might chocſe 
whether he would give me Comfort now or 
at the Hour of Death, but I might not there 
fore chooſe whether 1 would hold my Profel- 
ſion or not: 1 was bound, bur he was free, yea, 
Twas my Duty to ſtand to his Word,  whe- 


= ther he would ever look upon me, or {ave me 


ar the laſt : Wherefore thought I, ſave the 
Point being thus, I am for going on, and ven- 


WH turing my Eternal State with Chriſt, whether 
I have Comfort here or no; if God doth not 
come in, thought I, I will leap off the Ladder 
even blind. foſd into Eternity, ſink or ſwim, come 
Heaven, come Fell, Lord Feſus, if thou wil: 
catch me, do; if not, I will venture for thy 


Name. 


338. I was 
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338. I was no ſooner fixed with this Re. 
ſolution, but the Word dropped upon me, 
Doth Job ſerve God for noug: ?* As if the Ac 
cuſer had ſaid, Lord, Job is no upright An, | 
he ſerves thee for bye Rejpetts ; Haft thou not | 
made an Hedge about him, &. But put forth i 
nov thine Hand, and touch all that he hath, and 
he will curſe thee ta thy Face. How now | 
thought I, is this the ſign of an upright Soul, 
to defire to ſerve God, when all is taken 
from him ? Is he a godly Man, that will ſerve 
God for nothing rather than give ot? Blef- 
ſed be God; then I hope I have an upright 
Hearr, for I am reſolved (God giving me 
Strength) never to deny my Profeiſion, tho“! 
I kad nothing at all for my Pains, and as 1 
was thus conſidering, that Scripture was ſer | 
before me, Pſal. 44. 12, &c. iq 
339. Now was my Heart full of Comfort, 
for 1 hoped it was ſincere? I would not have | 
been without this Tryal for much; I am | 
comforted every time I think of it, and I hope 
I ſhal! bleſs God for ever for the Teaching, 1 
have had by ir. Many more of the Dealings 


l 
1 
- 


of God, towards me I might relate, But theſe | 
out of the Spoils, Men in Battle hav? I dedi- 
cated to maintain the Houſe of God, 1 Chron. $I} 


27. ). 
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The CONCLUSION. 


with in my Life, to queſtion the Be- 
ing of God, and Truth of the Goſpel, is the 
worſt, and the work to be born; when this 
Temptation comes it takes away my Girdle 
from me, and removeth the Foundation from 
under me: O, I have often thought of that 
Word, Have your Loins girt about you with 
Truth, and of that, hen the Foundations are 
deſtroyed, what can the Righteous do? 

2. Somerimes when after Sin committed 
I have looked for ſore Chaſtiſemenr from the 
Hand of God, the very next that I have had 
from him, hath been the diſcovery of his 
Grace, Sometimes, when I have been com- 

We forred, I have called my ſelf a Fool for my 
ſo finking under Trouble. And then again, 
when | have been catt down, I thought I was 
not wiſe, ro give ſuch Way to Comfort. 
Wich ſuch Srength and Weight hath both 
WT thcſe been upon me. ; 
3. I have wondred much ar this one thing, 
EY that tho' God doth viſit my Soul with never 
bo blefled a Diſcovery of himſelf, yer I have 

found again, that ſuch Hours have attended 
me afterwards, that I have been in my Spirit 


much as once cor ceive, what that God and 


1 refrelned. 
ien 4. I have 


. (3* all the Temptations thar ever I met 


i ſo filled with Darkneſs, rhat I could nor ſo 


that Comfort was, with which I have been 
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4. I have ſometimes ſeen more in a Line 
of the Bible, than I could well tell how to 
ſtand under, and yer at another Time the 
whole Bible hath becn ro me as dry as a 
Stick; or rather, my Heart hath been fo 
dead and dry unto it, that I could not con. 
ceive the leaſt Drachm of Refreſhment, 
though I have looked it all over. 

5. Of all Fears, they are belt that are 
made by the Blood of Chriſt; and of all 
Joy, that is the (weereft that is mixed with 
mourning over Chriſt: Oh! r's a goodly 
Thing ro be on our Knees, with Chriſt in 
our Arms, before God. I hope I know ſome- 
thing of thele Things. 

6. I find, to this Day, ſeven Abominati- 
ons in my Heart : 1. Inclining to Unbelief. 


2. Suddenly to forget the Love and Mercy 


that Chriſt manifeſteth. 3. A leaning to the 
Works of the Law. 4. Wandringsand Co!d- 
neſs in Prayer. 5. To forget ro watch for 
that I pray for. 6. Apt to murmur becauſe 1 
have no more, and yet ready to abuſe what I 
have. 7. I can do none of thoſe Things 
which (iods commands me, but my Core 
ruptions will thruſt in themſelves. When 1 
would do Good, Evil is preſent with me. | 
J. Theſe Things I continually fee and feel, 
and am afflicted and oppreſſed with, yet rhe 
Wiſdom of Gcd doth ordeF them for my 
Gocd. 1. They make me abhor my felt 
2. They keep me from truſting my Heart. g. 
They convince me of the Inſufficiency of all 
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inherent Righreouſnels, 4 They ſliew me T 
the Neceſſity of flying ro Jeſus. 5. They r * 
preſs me to pray unto God. 6. They ſhew © 1 
me the Need I have to watch and be ſober, 4 
7. And provoke me to pray unto God, thro' E 


Chriſt, to help me, and carry me through oy 
this World. mY 
= ” — Imp 


A Continuation of Mr. Bunyan's Life; begin-Yiſa 
ning where he left off, and concluding with the Navin 
Time and Afanner of his Death and Burial; thing 
together with his true Character, &c. them 


Eader, The Painful and Induſtrious Au- Af 
R thor of this Book, has already given Impr 
you faithful and very moving Relation of B.;r,. 
the beginning and middle of the Days of hisyy7Qy 
Pilgrimage on Earth, and ſince there yer remains Inis 1 
ſome what worthy of Notice and Regard, Igigic 
which occurr'd-in the laſt Scene of his Ife; Ito pi 
the which, for want of Time, er Fear, ſome I far 
over-cenſorious People ſhould impute tore 
him, as an earneſt covering of Praiſe from 
Men, he has not left behind him ia Wii ing. 
Wherefore as a true Friend, and long Ac. 
quaintance of Mr. Bang an s, that his gond End 
may be known, as well as his evil Beginning, 
I have taken upon me, from my Knowledge, 
and the beft Account given by other af bis 
Friends, to piece this to the Thread, too ſoon 
broke off, and fo lengthen it out to his es. 

tring upon Eternity. " 7 


- 
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ne He has told you at large, of his Birth and 
e reucation; the Evil Habits and Corruptions 
of his Youth; the Temptations he ſtrugled 
Bod conflicted ſo frequently with, the Mer- 
o ies, Comforts, and Deliverances he found, 
Bl Brow he came to take upon him his Preaching 

of the Goſpel; rhe Slanders, Rebroaches and 


Progreſs he notwithſtanding made (by the 
u. Bfiftance of God's Grace) no doubt to the 
ke aving of many Soulss: Therefore take theſe 
1j Ithings, as he himſelf has methodically laid 
them down in the Words of Verity; and ſo 
| pals on, as to what remains. 
u. After this being freed from his Twelve Years 
en Impriſonment and upwards, for Nonconfor- 
of Frity, wherein he had time to furniſh the 
Mord with ſundry good Books, Sc. and by 
ſis his Patience, ro move Dr. Barlow, then the 
d, Biſhop of Lincoln, and other Church men, 
eto pity his hard and unreaſonable Sufferings, 
Ne Flo far as to ſtand very much his Friends, in 
0 Fprocuring his Enlargment, or there perhaps 
in Abe had died, by the Noiſomneſs and IIl- uſage 


8, ef the Place. Being now I ſay, again at Li- 


berty, and having through Mercy ſhaken off 
his Bodily Feiters, for thoſe upon his Soul 
were broken before, by the abounding Grace 
that filled his Heart, he went to viſit thoſe 
hat had been a Comfort to him in his Tribula- 
ion, with a Chriſtian- like Acknowledgment 
f their Kindneſs and Enlargment of Cha- 
ty; giving Encouragement by his Example, 


pl H if 


[mpriſonmenrs that attended him, and the 
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If it happened to be their hard Haps, to fil 
into Afflic: iom or Trouble, then ro ſuffer pati. 
ently for the ſake of a good Conſc ience, and for 
the Love of God in jeſus Chriſt, towards 
their Souls, and by many Cordial Perſwafions, 
ſupported ſome, whoſe Spirits beg in to fink 
low, throagh the fear of Danger that threat 
ned their Worldly Concernment, ſo that the 
People fond a wonderto] Confolation in hi 
Diſcourſe and Admonitions. 

As often as Opportunity weuld admit, he 
gathered them together (though the Law was 
then in force againſt Meetings) in conventen: 
Places, and fed tbem with the fincere Milk 
of the Word, that they might grow up in 
Grace the c by. To ſuch as were any where 
taken and imorifoned upon theſe Account, 
he made it another Part of his Buſineſs to ex- 
tend his Charity, and gather Rclief for ſuch 
of them as wanted. 

He took great Care to V!'it the Sick, and 
ſtrengthen them againſt rhe ſuggeſtions of the 
Tempter, which at ſometimes are very pre. 
valent : fo that they bad cauſe for ever to bleſs 
God, who had put it into his Heart, at ſuch 
a time, to reſcue them from the Power of the 
roaring Lion, who fought to devour them; 
nor did he ſpare any Painsor Labour in Travel 
tho! to the remote Countries here he knew, 
ur imagined any People might ſtand in need of 
Ms Atiftance, inlomuch that ſome, by these 
V iGrarions that he had mace, Which was two 
to three every Yea!, (ome, though in jeering 

Mannet 


ed 


to the Chief of Sinners. 161 


Manner no doubt, gave him the Epithet of 
Bimop Bunyan) whiilt others envied him for 
his ſo earneſty Labouring in Chriſt's Vine- 
yard (yet the Seed of the Word he all this 
while ſowed in the Hearts of his Congregation, 
watered with the Grace of God, brought 
forth in Abundance, in bringing in Diſciples 
to the Church of Chriſt. 

Anotber Part of his Time be ſpent in Re- 
conciling Differences, by which he hindred 
many Miſchiefs; and ſaved ſome Families from 
Ruin, and in ſuch Falliags-out, he was un- 
ealy, till he found a Means to make a Recon- 
ciliation, and become a Peace maker; on 
whom a Bleiſing is promiſed 1 nHoly Writ; 
and j1ideed in doing this good Office, he may 
be ſaid ro ſumm up his Days, it being rhe laſt 
Undertaking of his Life, as will appear in the 
cloſe of this Paper, | 

When in the late Reign, Liberty of Con- 
ſcience was unexpectedly given end indulged 
to Diſſenters of all Perlwaſions, his piercing 
Wit penetrated the Veil, and found that it 
was not for the Diflenters ſake they were ſo 
ſuddenly freed from the Proſecutions that had 
long lain heavy upon them, and fer in a Man- 
ne, on an equal Foot with the Church of 
Enzland, which the Papiſts were undermining, 
and about to ſubvert; He foreſaw all the Ad- 
vantages that cguld redound to the Diſ- 
ſenters; would have been no more than what 
Poyphemus, the Monſtrous Gyant of GSieihy 
would have allowed Ulyſſes, viz, Thar he 
4 * . Would 
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the Place; and here he lived in much Peace 
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__  wouldeat his Men firſt, and do him rhe Favour 


of being eaten laſt: For although Mr, Bunyan, 
following the Examples of others, did lay 
hold of this liberty, as an acceptable thing in 
it ſelf, knowinz God is the only Lord ref 
Conſcience, and that it is good at all times 


do according to the Dictates of a good Con- 


ſcience, and that the Preaching the glad Ty. 
dings of the Gofpel is beautiful in the Preach. 
er; yet in all this be moved with Caution and 
a holy Fear, earneſtly pray ing for the avert. 
ing impendent Judgments, which he ſaw, 
like a black Tempeſt, hanging over our Heads, 
for our Sins, and ready to Break upon us, and 
that the Ninevites Remedy was now highly 
neceſſary: Hereupon he gathered his Congre- 
gation at Bedford, where he moſtly lived, and 
had lived and ſpent the greateſt part of his 
Life; and there being no convenient Place to be 
bad, for the Entertainment of ſo great a cen- 
courſe of People as followed him, upon the 
Account of his Teaching, he conſulted with 
them for the Building of a Meeting-Houle ; 


to which they made their voluntary Contri. 


butions, with all Chearfnincſs and Alacriiy; 
and the firſt time he appeared there to Edify, 
the Place was ſo thronged, that many was 
conſtrained to ſtay without, though the Houſe 
was very ſpacious, every one ſtriving to pat- 
take of his Inſtructions, that were of his 
Perſwaſion, and. ſhew their good Willl to- 
wards him by being preſent at the opening 


and 
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and quiet of Mind, contenting himſelf wita i 
that little God had beſtowed upon him, and 
ſequeſtring himſelf from all ſecular Employ- 
ments, to follow that of his Call to the Mi- 
niſtry; for as God ſaid ro Moſes, he that 
made the Lips and Heart, can give Eloqueuce 
and Wiſdom, without extraordinary Acquire- 
ments in an Univerſity. 

During theſe things, there where Regulators 
ſent into all Cities and Towns Corporate, to 
new model the Government in the Magiſtra- 
cy, Se. by turning our ſome, and putting in 
others, againſt this Mr. Bunyan expreſſed his 
Zeal with ſome Warmneſs, as foreſceing the ! 
bad Conſequence that would attend it, and 
laboured with his Congregation, to prevent 
their being impoſed on in this kind; and when 
a Great Man in thoſe Days coming to Bed- 


ford, upon ſome ſuch Errand, ſent for him, 
ry as' tis ſuppoſed, to give him a Place of Pub- 


lick Truft ; he would by no Means come at 
th him, but ſent his Excuſe. 


40 When he was at leiſure from Writing and 
. Teaching, he often came up to London, arid | 
Yi there went among the Congregations of the 


'y, Non- Contormilſts, and uſed his Talent to the 
great good liking of the Hearers' and even 
ule W tome, ro whom he had been miſrepreſented, 
- upon the Account of his Education, were con- 
bis vinced of his Worth and Knowledge in ſacred 
to WM Things, as perceiving him to be a Man of 
ns bound Judgment, delivering himſelf plainly and 
cc i rowertully ; infomuch, that many who came 
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Spectators for Novelty, rather than to be edi. 


fied and improved, went away well ſatisfied 
with what they heard, and wondred, as the 
Jews did at the Apoſtles, viz. whence this 
Man ſhonld have theſe Things; perhaps not 
confidering that God more immediately aſſiſts 
thoſe that make it their Buſineſs induſtriouſly 
and chearfully ro labour in his Vineyard. 
Thus he ſpent his latter Years in imitation 
of his great Lord and Maſter, the ever-blefſed 
Jeſus ; he went about doing good, ſo that the 
moſt prying Critick, or even Malice her elf, 
is defied to find, even upon the narrowelt 
Search or Obſervation, any Sully or Stain upon 
his Reputation, with which he may be juttly 


charged; and this we note, as a Challenge to 


thoſe that have had the leaſt Regard for him, 
or them of his Perſwaſion, and have one way 
or other appeared in the Front of thoſe tnat 
oppreſſed him; and for the turning whoſe 


Hearts, in Obedience to the Commiſſion and 


Commandment given him of God ; he fe- 
quently pray ed, and ſometimes fought a Blel- 
fing for them, even with Tears, the Effects of 
which they may, peradven:ure, tho' undeler- 
vedly, have found in their Perſons, Friends, 
Relations, or Eſtates; for God will bear the 
Prayer of the Faichful, and anſwer them, even 
for them that vex them, as it happened in the 
Caſe of Faob's Praying for the three Perſons 
that had been grievous in their Reproaches a- 
gainſt him, even in the Day of Sorrow. 


But yet let me come a little nearer to Parti- 
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culars, and Periods of Time, for the berter 
refreſhing the Memories of thoſe that knew his 
Labour and Sufferings; and for the Ati: facti- 
on of all that ſhall read this Book. 

After he was ſenſibly convicted of the wick- 
ed State of his Life, and converted; he was 
Baptized into the Congregation, and admittted 


to the Chief of Sinners. 165 * 
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a Member thereof, viz. in the Year 1655. + 


and became ſpeedily a very zealous Profeſſor; 
but upon the return of King Charles to the 
Crown in 160d, he was the 12th of Navems 
ber taken as he was edifying ſome good Peo- 
ple that were got together, to hear the Word- 
and confined in Bedford Goal, for the ſpace of 
Six Years, till the Act of Indulgence to Diſ- 
ſenters being allowed, he obtained his Freedom, 
by the Interceſſion of ſome in Truft and 
Power, that rook Pity of his Sufferings ; bur 
wichin Six Years afterwards he was again taken 
up, viz, in the Year 1665. and was then con- 
hned for Six Years more, when the Goaler 
took ſuch ity of his rigorous Sufferings; that 
he did as the Egyptian Goaler did ro Fefeph, 
put all the Care and Truſt in his Hand: When 
he was taken this laſt time he was Preaching 
on theſe Words, iz. Daſt thou believe the Son of 
God? and this Impriſonment continued Six 
Years, and when this was over, another ſhort 
Affliction, Which was an mpriſonment of half 
a Year fell to his Share. During theſe Confine- 
ments, he wrote theſe following Books, viz. 
Of Prayer by the Sqirit : The. Holy City's Reſur- 
rection: Grace abounding : Pilgrim's Progreſs, 
the Firſt Parr, In 
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48 In the laſt Year of his Twelve Yeasr Im: 
priſonment, the Paſtor of the Congregation at 

| Bedford died, and he was Choſen co that Care 
olf Souls, on the 12th of December 167 1. And 
in this his Charge, he ofren had Diſputes with 
Scholars, that came to oppoſe him, as ſuppo- 
ſing him an ignorant Perſon, and rho' he argu. 
ed plainly, and by S cripture, without Phraſes 


one who came to oppoſe him in his Congrega- 
tion, by demanding whether or no we had the 
true Copies of the Original Scriptures; and a- 
nother, when he was a Freaching accuſed, him 
of Uncharirablencſs, for ſaying, It was vey 
—_ hard for moſt to be ſaved, ſaying, by that he 
= went about to exclude molt of his Congrega- 
tion; but be confuted him, and put him to 
Silence, with the Parable of the Stony Ground, 
and other Texts out of the 13th of St. Matthew, 
in our Saviour's Sermon our of a Ship.; all his 
Methods being to keep cloſe to the Scriprures; 
and what he found not warranted there, him- 
himſelf would not warrant nor determine, unleſs 
in ſuch Caſes as were plain; wherein no Doubts 
or Scruples did ariſe, 
Baut not to make any further mention of 
= this Kind, it is well known, that this Perſon 
managed all his Affairs with ſuch Exactneſs as if 


he had made it his Study, above all other things, 
not to give Occation of Off-nce, but rather ſuf- 
' fer many inconveniznces, to avoid being never 
heard ro Reproach or Revile any, what Injury 
ſoever he received, bur rather ro Rebuke thoſe 

| that 


and Logical Expreſſions; yer he nonpluſs d 
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that did; as it was in his Converſation, ſo i 
it is manifeſted in thoſe Books he has cauſed to 
be publiſhed to the World, where like the Arch- 
Angel diſputing with Satan about the Body of 
Mcſes, as we find it in the Epiſtle of St. Fude, 
brings no Railing Accuſation( bur leaves the Re- 
bukers, thoſe that perſccuted him) to the Lord. 
In his Family he kept up a very ſtrict Diſci- 
pline, in Prayer and Exhortations; being in this 
like Feſhua, as that good Man exprelles it, viz. 
Wohatfoever others did; as for me and my Houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lord; and indeed a Bleſſing 
waited on his Labours and Endeavours, ſo that 
his Wiſe, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, was like a pleaſant 
Vine upon the Walls of his Houſe, and his Chil- 
| dren like Olive Br anches round his Table, for ſo 
ſhall it be with the Man that fears the Lord; and 
tho* by reaſon of the many Loſſes he ſuſtained 
by Impriſonment and Spoil, of his chargeable 
Sickneſs, Ve. his Earthly Treaſure ſwelled not 
to Exceſs ; he always had ſufficient, to live de- 
cently and credibly ; and with that he had the 
greateſt of all Treaſures, which is Content; for 
as the Wiſe Man ſays, That zs a continual Feaſt, 
For where Content dw-1ils, even a poor Cot- 
tage is aKingly Palace; and thisHappineſs he had 
all bis Life long, not ſo much minding this 
f World, as knowing he was here as a Pilgrim and 
65 Stranger, and had no tarrying City, but looked 
f. for one not made with Hands Eternal in the 
f higheſt Heavens, bur at |:ngth worn our with 
y = Sufferings, Age, and often Teaching, the Day of 
ſe his Diſſolution drew near, and Death, that un- 


locks 
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locks the Priſon of the Soul, to enlarge it for 


a more glorious Manſion, put a ſtop 10 his act- 


ing his Part on the Stage of Mortality; Heaven, 
like Earthly Princes when it threatens War, be- 
ing always ſo kind as to call homè its Ambaſ- 
ſadors before it be denounced, and even the 
laſt Act or Undertaking of his, was a Labour 


of Love aud Charity; for it ſo falling out, that Þ 


a young Gentleman, a Neighbour of Mr. Ban- 
yan, happening into the Diſpleaſare of his Fa- 


tber, aud being much troubled in Mind ufon 


that Account, as alf for that, he had heard his ; 
Father purpoſed to Diſinberit him, or other. | 


wiſe deprive him of what he had to leave; he 


| -pi:ched upon Mr. Bunyan as a fir Man to make 


way for his Submiffion, and prepare his Fa- 


ther's Mind to receive him; and he, as willing 


to do any good Office, as it could be requeſt- 
ed, as readily undertook it, and fo riding to 


Reading in Ba Kſhire; he there uſed ſuch pref 


ling Arguments and Reaſons againſt Anger and 


Paſſion, as alſo for Love and Reconciliation, | 


that the Father was mollified, and his Bowels | 

yearncd to his Son. | 
But Mr. Bunyan, after he had diſpoſed all 
things to the beſt, for Accomodation, returning 
to London, and being overtaken with exceſſive 
Rains, coming to his Lodging extream wet, 
fell ſickof a violent Fever, which he bore with 
much Conſtancy and Fatience, and expreſſed 
himſelf, as if he deſired nothing more than fo 
be diſſolved, and be wich Chriſt, in that Caſe, 
eſteeming Death. as Gain, and Life only a ted. 
ous 


Affairs, as well as the ſhortneſs of Time, and the 
tant and OlWiſtizn Patience, he reſigued his 
Soul into the hahds of bis moſt merciful Redes- 
mer, following his Pilgrimage from the City gf 


D:ſtrugion, to the New Jeruſalem; his better 


Part heving been all faleng there, in holy Con» 
A templaticn, Pantings and Breathings after the 
bidden Man- a. and Water of Life, as by many 
holy and humble Conſolations expreſſed in his 
Letters to fevcral Per ſons in Priſon, too many to 
de inſerted at preſent. He died at the Houſe of 
one Mr. Straddeck a Grocer, at the Star on Snows 


12thof Auzuſt 16 8, and in the Sixtieth Year of 
his Age after Ten Days Sickneſs ; and was bu- 


ry- Ground, where he fleepsto the Morning of the 
Reſurrection, in hopes of a glorious Riſing, to an 
iacorruptible immortality of Joy and Happineſs 
rheſe no more Trouble and Sorrow ſhall affli& 
im, but all Tears be wiped away, when the Juſt 

mall be incorporated, as Members of Chriſt their 


* and Reign with him, as Kings and Prieſts 
or ver. ; 


A brief Character of My" John Bunyan : 


th H appeared in Countenance to be of a ſtern 

and rough Temper, but in his Converſation 
o nild and affable; not given to Loquacity or 
f much Diſ.ourſe in Company, unleſs ſome urgent 


lis own Eyes, and ſubm t himſelf to the Judg- 
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cus delaying Felicity expected; and find ing his 
Vital — decay, having ſe cled his Mind and 


v.0!ence of himD.ſ-aſe would permit, with a Con- 


H, in the Parilh of St. Sepulchres, London, on the 


ed in the New-Burying-Place near the Artille- 


Uccaſion requir.d it; obſerving never to boaſt - 
t tiimielt, or his Parts, but rather ſeem low in 
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ment of others, abhorring Ly ng and Swearing 
being juſt in all that lay in his power to his Word, 
not ſeeming to revenge Injuries, loving to recon- 
cile Differences, and make Friendtbin with all; He 
had a ſharp quick Eye, accompliſh irh an ex. 
cellent diſrning of Perſons, be ngof good Judg- 
ment and quick Wit. As for his Perſon, he was 
tall of Stature, ftrong-boned, though not Corpu- 
lent, ſome what of a ruddy Face, with ſparkling 
Eyes, wearing hs Hair on his upper Lip, after 
theo'd Britith Faſhion.; his Hair Reddiſh, but in 
his latter Days, Time h:d ſprink'ed with Grey, 
his Noſe well ſet, but not decli ging or bending, 
and his Mouth moderate large, his Forehea } ſome- 
what high, ani his Habit always plain and mo- 
deſt; and thus have we impartialiy deſcribed the 
internal and external Parts of a Perſon, whoſe 
Death hath been much regretted, a Perſon who 
had tried the Smi es and Frowns of Time; not | 
puffed up in Proſperity, nor ſhaken in Adverſity; 
always holding the Golden Mean. 

In him at once did three great Worth*es ſhine, 

Hiſtorian, Poet, and a choice Divine ; 

* Then let him veſt in undiſturbed Duſt, 3 
Until the Refurrectlin of the Juſt, © S 


CRT SS RI FP.T. 
N this his Pilgrimage, God bleſſed him with four 
I Childrcn, one of which named Mr, was Blind 
and died ſome Years before; his «the» Children art 
Thomas, Joſeph, and *arah ; and his Wife Einzae 
beth having lived to ſce him ov-rcome his Labour and 
Sorrow, and paſs from this Life to receive the Reward 
of his Works. long ſurvived h m not but in 692 ſb 
died. to follow her faithful P'lgr m from this World i 
the other, whither he was gone lefore her whilſt hi. 
Wrks which conſiſt of 60 Books remain for the edijy, 
Ing f the Reader, and Praiſe of the Author. Fare wel 
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